COUNCIL MEETING
CITY OF LUVERNE
November 24, 2025

	The City of Luverne Council met in regular session on November 24, 2025, at 5:30 p.m., in the City Hall Building. The following members were present:

Mayor Ed Beasley	
Kip Smith, Councilman
Beverly Sport, Councilwoman
Elliott Jones, Councilman
	Eddie Billings, Councilman 
	Attorney Mike Jones
	Margie Gomillion, Clerk

	Absent:   Betty Dawson, Councilwoman

	Visitors:  Merrill Sport	Maegan Marshall		
				   
[bookmark: _Hlk208298243]	Mayor Beasley called the meeting to order. The mayor called on Councilman Jones to lead the pledge of allegiance to the flag and Councilman Smith to say a prayer.
	
[bookmark: _Hlk208302089]The mayor called for the approval of the minutes of November 10, 2025. Councilman Jones made a motion to approve the minutes as written. Councilman Billings seconded the motion. The vote was unanimously approved. 

Under old/unfinished business, Attorney Jones stated he has not heard back from the person he spoke to with Sister Schubert’s about purchasing the old Vanity Fair building. I talked with David Cox again and they are very unlikely interested in purchasing the building. I will try to contact Sister Schubert’s again. I assume if I don’t hear back from them that you would want to move forward to trying to rent it to David Cox’s group. The council was in agreement.

	Mayor Beasley stated everything was routine for the administrative report. Everyone has a copy of the report in their packet. The clerk reminded the council on Monday, December 8th at 6:00 p.m. we will have the Employees Annual meeting at Preston’s.
 
	The mayor called everyone’s attention to the police report. Councilman Billings stated since the last meeting, the police department had 146 calls for service not including building checks, made 21 traffic stops, wrote 5 citations, and gave 16 warnings. The department made 10 misdemeanors and no felony arrests.  There has been 1 animal control call since the last meeting.

	Mayor Beasley called on Councilman Billings for the park report. Councilman Billings stated the cement for the splash pad should be poured this week if weather permits. Merrill has been keeping everything clean. There were three birthday parties and two travel ball team tryouts. Mr. Sport stated we have been remodeling and painting trying to
tidy it up. Mr. Sport discussed applying for grants for outdoor recreation.

The mayor stated we are going to ask our new librarian Mrs. Kristen Sanders to come to our next meeting to meet the council and to get familiar with operations so she will have a little insight on what little we expect her to do. 
 
Mayor Beasley called on Councilman Smith to report on Fire/Rescue. Councilman Smith stated everything is going well. Councilman Smith stated everyone has an invitation to the annual award dinner the Fire Department has on Saturday, December 6, 2025 at 6:00 p.m.  

The mayor stated a tremendous amount of dirt has been moved to the lagoon. We were out of dirt. We were able to negotiate a price for the dirt in the amount $45,000 with Cenergy.

Mayor Beasley stated we have a couple of projects we need to discuss so we can move forward on them. One is the trees downtown that block the view of the business fronts. Also, discuss a speed bump on 1st Street. The mayor called on Maegan Marshall to speak. Mrs. Marshall stated she gets told all the time that people can’t see the business. The trees have gotten so tall I’m afraid if a storm comes through the trees will fall on our building. They have gotten so branchy if you’re walking down the sidewalk you have to move out of the way, so they won’t hit you. Mr. Sport stated he should have a presentation for a petition from all the merchants downtown wanting the trees gone by the next meeting. Also, I worked with the Auburn University horticultural people when they came down and worked with me for the park. They looked at all the stuff downtown and they are going to bring to this table two or three recommendations of what needs to be put in those planters. The criteria is nothing that will grow above the railing, add some color and very low maintenance. I will try to have this at the next meeting in writing. 

The mayor called on Mrs. Marshall to speak. Mrs. Marshall stated she wanted to rent what is now the Chamber of Commerce office right here on the corner. We have outgrown our parking downtown and would like to fix it up and use it as Maggie’s Coffee House pickup. This would be for pickup only. There would be one barista there and you would pull up for the barista to walk your order out to your vehicle. After further discussion, Councilman Jones made a motion to rent the building located at 13 E 5th Street to Maegan Marshall for fifty dollars a month beginning December 1, 2025. Councilwoman Sport seconded the motion, and all was in favor. 

Next Mayor Beasley stated we need to discuss a speed bump on 1st Street. We’ve had several requests to do something about the speed on 1st Street. Councilwoman Sport stated she is not sure speed bumps are completely the answer, but I do think it is an issue. People are using it as a thoroughfare between Jeffcoat Street and the Troy Highway. And they fly like 55 – 60 mph down 1st Street. There might be other solutions, for example closing 1st Street Ext where it joins the Troy Highway at some point, increasing police patrols, additional stop signs, etc. If there is a way to fix it without a speed bump I am in favor.  After some discussion, the mayor suggested talking with the chief to see what he recommends to slow down traffic at the next meeting. 

Councilman Billings stated Luverne High School had a magical year. I know it didn’t end the way we all hoped it would. My hats off to the Tigers, Coach Hudson and those boys for entertaining us and giving us such a great football season.

	There being no further business to come before the meeting, Councilman Billings made a motion to adjourn the meeting. Councilman Smith seconded the motion. Motion carried.

Meeting was adjourned.
