COUNCIL MEETING
CITY OF LUVERNE
November 10, 2025

	The City of Luverne Council met in regular session on November 10, 2025, at 5:30 p.m., in the City Hall Building. The following members were present:

Mayor Ed Beasley	
Betty Dawson, Councilwoman
Kip Smith, Councilman
Beverly Sport, Councilwoman
Elliott Jones, Councilman
	Eddie Billings, Councilman 
	Attorney Mike Jones
	Mike Johnson, Chief 
	Margie Gomillion, Clerk
	
	Visitors:	Brock Flynn		Ryan McGhee		
			Crystal Alsbrooks	Kirk Alsbrooks	
		     
[bookmark: _Hlk208298243]	Mayor Beasley called the meeting to order. The mayor called on Councilman Billings to lead the pledge of allegiance to the flag and Mike Jones to say a prayer.
	
[bookmark: _Hlk208302089]The mayor called for the approval of the minutes of October 27, 2025. Councilman Billings made a motion to approve the minutes as written. Councilman Jones seconded the motion. The vote was unanimously approved. 

Mayor Beasley called for the approval of the minutes of special called meeting of November 3, 2025. Councilman Billings made a motion to approve the minutes as written. Councilman Jones seconded the motion. The vote was unanimously approved. 

Under old/unfinished business, Attorney Jones stated he had a phone call with the person I had spoken with at Sister Schubert’s about the previous price. The day I spoke with him he was supposed to have a conference call with corporate the next day because corporate would be the one to make the decision. He said he would talk with them and get back with me. I have not heard back from him and that was one day last week. I was also contacted by Tonya Free. David Cox had contacted her and wanted to know what the city would take for the Vanity Fair building. I told them I thought it would be in the neighborhood of about $500,000. She relayed that back to him and he has not contacted me. We are waiting on those two people on the property. Attorney Jones stated as per my email I have gone ahead and contacted surveyors to go ahead and survey out the access road because regardless of what we do that is an issue that has to be resolved. They are in the process of working on that. I will send out an email to the council as soon as I hear from anyone on either of those.

	Mayor Beasley stated everything was routine for the administrative report. Everyone has a copy of the report in their packet. 
 
	The mayor called everyone’s attention to the police report. Councilman Billings stated since the last meeting, the police department had 178 calls for service not including building checks, made 22 traffic stops, wrote 10 citations, and gave 12 warnings. The department made 15 misdemeanors and no felony arrests.  There has been 1 animal control call since the last meeting.

	Mayor Beasley called on Councilman Billings for the park report. Councilman Billings stated just clean up at this point and time. Grass cutting and spraying for weeds should be coming to an end. They did some edging along the sidewalks around the buildings. Fields are still being maintained for play because we are having some practices out there for some travel ball teams. The splash pad is coming along.

The mayor stated we do not have a chairman for the airport authority as of yet. We have started on a new fueling system. The chief stated everything has been ordered for the fueling system so we should be right on schedule. When everything comes in, they should give me a start date. Attorney Jones stated they have started working on the Crowell property at the airport. As soon as they have it completed, we will bring that cost to you to be approved. Then we will send it to the tax assessor to include it on that property. 

Mayor Beasley stated everything was good at the library. Mrs. Kathyrn Tomlin had a retirement reception this past Friday at the library.  
 
The mayor called on Councilman Smith to report on Fire/Rescue. Councilman Smith stated everything is going well. 

Mayor Beasley asked if anyone had anything to report on Economic Development. The mayor stated they are coming along with the land being prepped for the new service station at the corner of S Forest Ave and Spivey Street. They are getting ready to start moving dirt. The dirt will be taken to our city lagoon. We traded him for the dirt because we are out of dirt. 

The following appointments were made:

	Upon motion made by Councilman Smith and seconded by Councilman Billings the following resolution was unanimously approved : 

	Resolved by the City Council of the City of Luverne, Alabama, that Mark Smyth be and he is hereby appointed Municipal Judge for a two-year term.  

	Upon motion made by Councilman Smith and seconded by Councilman Billings the following councilmembers voted on for the appointment: Councilwoman Dawson, Councilman Smith, Councilman Jones and Councilman Billings with Councilwoman Sport abstaining:  

	Resolved by the City Council of the City of Luverne, Alabama, that Thomas E. Sport be and he is hereby appointed City Prosecutor for the Municipal Court. 

	Upon motion made by Councilman Smith and seconded by Councilman Billings the following resolution was unanimously approved:  

	Resolved by the City Council of the City of Luverne, Alabama, that Michael E. Jones be and he is hereby appointed City Attorney.

	Upon motion made by Councilman Smith and seconded by Councilman Billings, the following resolution was unanimously approved:

	Resolved by the City Council of the City of Luverne, Alabama, that Michael Johnson be and he is hereby appointed Building Inspector and License Inspector.  

	Upon motion made by Councilman Smith and seconded by Councilman Billings, the following resolution was unanimously approved:

	Resolved by the City Council of the City of Luverne, Alabama, that Michael Johnson be and he is hereby appointed Chief of Police.  

Mayor Beasley called for all city employees to be reinstated to their positions. Councilman Smith made a motion to reinstate all city employees.  Councilman Billings seconded the motion, and the vote was unanimously in favor.

	Next item of business was to make an appointment to fill the vacancy on the Southeast Alabama Gas Board.  Upon motion made by Councilman Smith, seconded by Councilman Billings, the following resolution was unanimously adopted:

	Resolved by the City Council of the City of Luverne, Alabama, that Mayor Ed Beasley be and he is hereby appointed to serve a four-year term on the Southeast Alabama Gas Board.  	

	The mayor announced two vacancies needed to be filled on the Planning Commission.  One should be a member of the Council and the other an administrative official of the city.  Whereupon, after discussion and upon motion made by Councilman Jones, seconded by Councilman Billings, the following councilmembers voted for the appointments:  Councilwoman Dawson, Councilman Smith, Councilman Jones, and Councilman Billings.  Councilwoman Sport abstained.    

	Resolved by the City Council of the City of Luverne, Alabama, that Councilwoman Sport be and she is the Council Member that is hereby appointed to serve as a member of the Planning Commission.  

	Upon motion made by Councilman Jones and seconded by Councilman Smith, the following resolution was unanimously approved:

	Resolved by the City Council of the City of Luverne, Alabama, that Margie Gomillion be and she is the Administrative Official hereby appointed to serve as a member of the Planning Commission. 

[bookmark: _Hlk213838517][bookmark: _Hlk213838300][bookmark: _Hlk213838679]The mayor presented an event request from Steve Sanders with the Crenshaw County Chamber of Commerce for the Christmas Tree Lighting to be held on December 2, 2025 at 6:00 p.m., at Douglas Park. Councilman Jones made a motion to approve the Christmas Tree Lighting to be held on December 2, 2025 at 6:00 p.m., at Douglas Park. Councilwoman Sport seconded the motion, and all was in favor.

Mayor Beasley presented an event request from Steve Sanders with the Crenshaw County Chamber of Commerce for the Christmas Parade to be held on December 4, 2025, at 6:00 p.m.,  downtown. Councilman Jones made a motion to approve the Christmas Parade to be held on December 4, 2025, at 6:00 p.m., downtown. Councilwoman Sport seconded the motion, and all was in favor.

Next, Mayor Beasley called on Brock Flynn to speak. Mr. Flynn discussed the city taking over the garbage in all the city limits which will include Airport Road, Mt Ida Road, 331 North and Richburg Hill Road. This will be an additional of approximately 67 more cans. The county is about to renew their contract. The additional city cans are supposed to be here on the 22nd of this month and we would start providing service to them on the 1st of January. Councilman Jones stated he can pull the new customers address from the database. After some discussion, Councilman Smith made a motion to allow moving forward to take over all garbage inside the city limits of Luverne effective January 1, 2026. Councilwoman Sport seconded the motion, and the vote was unanimously approved.

Brock Flynn stated the electric board met this afternoon and I approached them about purchasing two new trucks, a bucket truck and a derrick truck. We use those trucks pretty much every day in our department. The trucks we have are old. We have some funds at AMEA. Councilman Jones stated the cost of the vehicles are $229,000 for bucket truck and $428,000 for derrick truck. Mr. Flynn has said with a project we have with the county to set poles at the new park we would make around $245,000. The electric board’s recommendation is that we allow Mr. Flynn to lease these two trucks and use levelization rider funds to make the monthly payments. The payment between the two trucks would probably be around $8,000 - $9,000. The levelization rider on average over the last three years has grown $25,000 per month, so we can make the payment using those funds every month. The budget would not be affected and the levelization rider will still climb. After further discussion, Councilman Jones made a motion to lease the two trucks and use levelization rider funds to make the monthly payments. Councilman Smith seconded the motion, and all was in favor. 

Next, Brock Flynn stated we are short one employee in the electric department and I brought this up to the Electric Board as well. We have been short one for about three years now. We have a local guy who is interested. We will post the job, but I am trying to pick somebody with seven to ten years of experience. We are competitive on our salaries now, which has made a huge difference thanks to you. I would like to open that job up at $32 an hour. Councilman Jones made a motion to allow Brock Flynn to open a job in the electric department for $32 an hour. Councilwoman Sport seconded the motion, and the vote was unanimously approved. 

Councilwoman Dawson stated she wants to make the parking lot that the city owns behind Preston’s and Pre’s nice and pretty with a sign stating its public parking. I would like one of the supervisors to look at the parking lot to see what it might cost to line it up, the signage, etc., and Councilwoman Sport has agreed to help me try to get a grant. The council was in agreement. 

Councilman Billings stated he would like to officially welcome Councilwoman Sport to the table.

	There being no further business to come before the meeting, Councilman Billings made a motion to adjourn the meeting. Councilman Jones seconded the motion. Motion carried.

Meeting was adjourned.
