COUNCIL MEETING
CITY OF LUVERNE
October 27, 2025

	The City of Luverne Council met in regular session on October 27, 2025, at 5:30 p.m., in the City Hall Building. The following members were present:

Mayor Ed Beasley	
Betty Dawson, Councilwoman
Kip Smith, Councilman
Kathy Smyth, Councilwoman
Elliott Jones, Councilman
	Eddie Billings, Councilman 
	Attorney Mike Jones
	Mike Johnson, Chief 
	Margie Gomillion, Clerk

	
	Visitors:	Jeff Strowd		Tonya Free		Ryan McGhee
			Brock Flynn		Kirk Alsbrooks	
		     
[bookmark: _Hlk208298243]	Mayor Beasley called the meeting to order. The mayor called on Councilwoman Smyth to lead the pledge of allegiance to the flag and Mike Jones to say a prayer.
	
[bookmark: _Hlk208302089]The mayor called for the approval of the minutes of September 22, 2025. Councilman Jones made a motion to approve the minutes as written. Councilwoman Dawson seconded the motion. The vote was unanimously approved. 

Mayor Beasley called for the approval of the minutes of special called meeting of September 30, 2025. Councilman Jones made a motion to approve the minutes as written. Councilwoman Dawson seconded the motion. The vote was unanimously approved. 

Next, the mayor called for the approval of the minutes of the special called meeting of October 15, 2025. Councilman Jones made a motion to approve the minutes as written. Councilwoman Dawson seconded the motion. The vote was unanimously approved

Under old/unfinished business, Attorney Jones stated the chief has done a lot of work to see what repairs need to be done to the Vanity Fair building. We’ve had Yellowhammer from Greenville interested in a portion of the building. Rusken Packaging is also interested in part of the building. Recently, Sister Schubert’s has expressed interested in the building. Mr. Jones stated he sent everyone the estimates that the chief had got on the sprinklers, the electrical, and heating/air conditioning. Mr. Jones discussed what needed to be done for Rusken to lease part of the building. Mr. Cox is very interested but only wants a portion of the building. The rest of the building continues to deteriorate with no one in it, and it needs a lot of work. Sister Schubert’s has talked about the possibility of purchasing the building as is. Mr. Jones stated the city purchased the building for $250,000. After further discussion, Councilman Jones made a motion to get an offer from Sister Schubert’s and  reconvene at the next council meeting. Councilman Billings seconded the motion, and the vote was as follows:
Yea:  Kip Smith		Abstained:  Kathy Smyth
          Betty Dawson 
          Elliott Jones
          Eddie Billings

The motion carried.

[bookmark: _Hlk212537345]Next, Attorney Jones stated the amount for the city to clean up the property at the airport owned by Debra Crowell is approximately $9,000. After further discussion, Councilman Billings made a motion for the city to clean up the property at the airport owned by Debra Crowell for an approximately $9,000.  Councilman Jones seconded the motion, and the vote was unanimously approved. 

Attorney Jones stated the property located at 88 E 5th Street for the city to clean up is $16,800.  Mr. Jones stated once the cleanup is completed for both properties the cost will be presented to the council for approval and filing with the Revenue Commissioner. After further discussion, Councilman Jones made a motion for the city to clean up the property located at 88 E 5th Street for $16,800. Councilman Smith seconded the motion, and all was in favor. 

	Mayor Beasley stated everything was routine for the administrative report. Everyone has a copy of the report in their packet. 
 
	The mayor called everyone’s attention to the police report. Since the last meeting, the police department had 330 calls for service not including building checks, made 65 traffic stops, wrote 35 citations, and gave 30 warnings. The department made 11 misdemeanors and 3 felony arrests.  There have been 6 animal control calls since the last meeting.

	Mayor Beasley called on Councilman Billings for the park report. Councilman Billings stated other than the grass cutting, spraying  and weed eating they are edging the sidewalks in the pavilion area. They have repaired the door jam on the men’s restroom, repaired stall door in men’s restroom, and kept the fields up. The splash pad is going in and hope to have concrete this week. They are removing some rotten wood in the office to prepare to paint the office to try to spruce it up. 

The mayor stated everyone has a copy of the proposal for the airport to replace the fuel system in the amount of $20,945. There is an additional yearly cost of $480 for the cellular data plan and $1,195 for the web-based Siteminder subscription. After some discussion, Councilwoman Smyth made a motion to approve the proposal for the airport to replace the fuel system and yearly cost subscriptions. Councilman Billings seconded the motion, and the vote was unanimously approved. 

Mayor Beasley stated everything was good at the library. Mrs. Kathyrn Tomlin will be retiring, and Kristen Sanders will be replacing her.  

The mayor called on Councilman Smith to report on Fire/Rescue. Councilman Smith stated everything is going well. 

Mayor Beasley asked if anyone had anything to report on Economic Development. Councilwoman Smyth stated the Friendliest City Festival brought a lot of people into town. It supported small town businesses. Thanks to the city workers for preparing the park. Thanks to the Fire Department for displaying their new truck. The new Economic Development Director, Tonya Free introduced herself. The mayor stated Mrs. Free replaced Mrs. Snellgrove and we are fortunate to have her. 

The mayor stated there is someone interested in the old armory for personal use. We still have a lot of things stored there. Mayor Beasley stated we need to look at some things and discuss at the next meeting. 

Mayor Beasley stated the council has a request from El Rey Mexican Bar and Grill LLC for El Rey Mexican Bar and Grill. It is an application from the State of Alabama for restaurant retail liquor. Councilman Smith made a motion to approve the application for 020 – restaurant retail liquor for the El Rey Mexican Bar and Grill located at 868 S Forest Avenue. Councilwoman Jones seconded the motion, and all was in favor.

The mayor presented an event request from Justin Jacobs for the 2nd Annual Christmas Trail on December 1, 2025 to December 31, 2025,  at Douglas Park. Councilman Billings made a motion to approve the 2nd Annual Christmas Trail on December 1, 2025 to December 31, 2025. Councilman Jones seconded the motion, and all was in favor.

Councilwoman Dawson stated she will attend some League training this Wednesday and Thursday. 

Councilman Smith stated he would like to thank Councilwoman Smyth for her nine years of dedication to the city. 

The mayor stated  he would like to thank Councilwoman Smyth for her dedication to the city and hard work not only to the city but the Chamber of Commerce.

Councilman Billings stated he would like to thank Councilwoman Smyth for keeping me straight on when everything needed to be turned in at any particular time. I appreciate you helping me and I will miss that.  

	There being no further business to come before the meeting, Councilman Billings made a motion to adjourn the meeting. Councilman Jones seconded the motion. Motion carried.

Meeting was adjourned.
