COUNCIL MEETING
CITY OF LUVERNE
September 22, 2025

	The City of Luverne Council met in regular session on September 22, 2025, at 5:30 p.m., in the City Hall Building. The following members were present:

Mayor Ed Beasley	
Betty Dawson, Councilwoman
Kip Smith, Councilman
Kathy Smyth, Councilwoman
Elliott Jones, Councilman
	Eddie Billings, Councilman 
	Attorney Mike Jones
	Mike Johnson, Chief 
	Margie Gomillion, Clerk

	
	Visitors:	Merrill Sport	Lynn Martin	Rachael White	   Regina Burdette
		     
[bookmark: _Hlk208298243]	Mayor Beasley called the meeting to order. The mayor called on Mike Jones to lead the pledge of allegiance to the flag and Councilman Smith to say a prayer.
	
[bookmark: _Hlk208302089]The mayor called for the approval of the minutes of September 8, 2025. Councilman Jones made a motion to approve the minutes as written. Councilman Smith seconded the motion. The vote was unanimously approved. 

Under old/unfinished business, Attorney Jones stated he wrote to the Crowell’s as requested by the council at the last meeting concerning the property at the airport. That’s been two weeks ago, and we have not heard anything from them. Mr. Jones stated he thought the consensus was if they didn’t to move ahead to clean it up. The chief has it worked out to be cleaned up in-kind. The council was in agreement. Mr. Jones stated he will get with the chief and then will get back with the council.  

	The mayor stated everything was routine for the administrative report. Everyone has a copy of the report in their packet. The clerk pointed out in her report that there will be a special called meeting Tuesday, September 30, 2025, at 12:00 p.m., to canvass the runoff election of September 23, 2025.
 
	Mayor Beasley called everyone’s attention to the police report. Since the last meeting, the police department had 202 calls for service not including building checks, made 32 traffic stops, wrote 11 citations, and gave 20 warnings. The department made 2 misdemeanor and 1 felony arrests.  There have been 9 animal control calls since the last meeting.

	The mayor called on Councilman Billings for the park report. Councilman Billings stated Merrill emailed his report to everyone. They are still cleaning, weed eating, grass cleanup, cleanup up behind the equipment shed, splash pad is in progress, removed/donated gazebo to Pastor Kevin Campbell, repairing the office wall from the gator damage, measured walking trail for the potential 8’ security fence if we get a grant, changing court area to two tennis courts & four pickleball courts and move the basketball courts to the bottom where gazebo was. Merrill stated I attached a quote in the amount of $5,488 that will get us two more pickleball courts. The cost for four basketball goals and two full courts would cost  approximately $41,000. We will make a decision on that a little later. After further discussion, Councilman Billings made a motion to approve the two additional pickleball courts in the amount of $5,488. Councilman Jones seconded the motion, and all was in favor. 

Mayor Beasley stated Steve Defee resigned from the Airport Authority but made a recommendation to replace him as the chairman. The mayor stated we will call Jud Lane to see what he says about taking Mr. Defee’s place. I will also call Mr. Michael Cole on the grant for the airport. 

The mayor stated everything was good at the library last week when I spoke with the ladies.  

Mayor Beasley called on Councilman Smith to report on Fire/Rescue. Councilman Smith stated everything is going well. We’ve completed our annual service for all our equipment. Two weeks ago, we had propane training here. Tomorrow the state will bring the confined space trailer. 

Mayor Beasley asked if anyone had anything to report on Economic Development. Councilwoman Smyth asked for an update on the Vanity Fair building. Mr. Jones stated the chief has already had the electrical contractor down once and they are supposed to come back on Wednesday. The chief stated the sprinkler system is supposed to be checked this week. We got the paint done but I haven’t spoken to anyone about the roof. We don’t have any leaks, but I can get someone to look at the roof if you want me to. The mayor asked if there is a way to separate the two utilities. The chief stated they have things they can put on the meter boxes that can monitor the voltages that go through it. We can read that to see who uses what. Mr. Jones stated he will send an email once we see what the cost will be. 

Mayor Beasley called for the approval of all the 2025-26 budgets. We have a recommendation from the Electric Board and Water Board to approve the budgets. After some discussion, Councilman Smith made a motion to adopt all the 2025-26 budgets as presented. Councilman Jones seconded the motion and all was in favor. 

	The mayor presented Resolution 092225 Agreement Municipal Intercept Services (“MIS”) Debt Recovery Program ADOR. After some discussion, Councilman Jones made a motion to adopt Resolution 092225 Agreement Municipal Intercept Services (“MIS”) Debt Recovery Program ADOR. Councilman Billings seconded the motion, and the vote was unanimously approved. The resolution is as follows:

RESOLUTION NO. 092225
AGREEMENT – MUNICIPAL INTERCEPT SERVICES (“MIS”)
DEBT RECOVERY PROGRAM – ADOR

	WHEREAS, Act #2014-321 allows municipalities to submit debts to the Alabama Department of Revenue (ADOR) for interception under procedures established by said Act, namely setting off against any refund, as defined in Section 40-18-100 Code of Alabama 1975, the sum of any debt owed to the municipality.
NOW THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED THAT the Mayor of the City of Luverne, is hereby authorized to enter into a “Memorandum of Understanding and Agreement” with Municipal Intercept Services, LLC, (“MIS”), 535 Adams Avenue, Montgomery, Alabama 36104 (P.O. Box 1270, Montgomery, Alabama 36102).

	APPROVED this 22nd day of September, 2025.

Mayor Beasley presented an event request from Kathy Smyth for the Friendliest City Festival on October 25, 2025, from 8:00 a.m. to 4:00 p.m. at Douglas Park. Councilman Billings made a motion to approve Kathy Smyth for the Friendliest City Festival on October 25, 2025, from 8:00 a.m. to 4:00 p.m. at Douglas Park Councilman Jones seconded the motion and all was in favor.

Next, the mayor presented an event request from the Crenshaw County Chamber of Commerce for Treats-on-Us on October 30, 2025, from 4:30 p.m. to 7:00 p.m. on Glenwood Avenue in front of the courthouse. Councilman Billings made a motion to approve the Crenshaw County Chamber of Commerce for Treats-on-Us on October 30, 2025, from 4:30 p.m. to 7:00 p.m. on Glenwood Avenue in front of the courthouse. Councilman Jones seconded the motion, and all was in favor.

Mayor Beasley presented an event request from Lynn Martin with Animal Tails Rescue for Haybales & Waggin Tails on November 15, 2025, from 7:00 a.m. to 4:00 p.m. at Turner Park. Councilman Jones made a motion to approve Lynn Martin with Animal Tails Rescue for Haybales & Waggin Tails on November 15, 2025, from 7:00 a.m. to 4:00 p.m. at Turner Park.  Councilwoman Smyth seconded the motion, and all was in favor.

Next, the mayor presented an event request from Brandy Cole for the 2nd Annual Witch Ride on October 25, 2025, from 9:00 a.m. to 9:30 a.m. Councilwoman Smyth made a motion to approve the 2nd Annual Witch Ride on October 25, 2025, from 9:00 a.m. to 9:30 a.m. Councilman Billings seconded the motion, and all was in favor.

	There being no further business to come before the meeting, Councilman Smith made a motion to adjourn the meeting. Councilman Jones seconded the motion. Motion carried.

Meeting was adjourned.
