COUNCIL MEETING
CITY OF LUVERNE
March 10, 2025

	The City of Luverne Council met in regular session on March 10, 2025, at 5:30 p.m., in the City Hall Building. The following members were present:

	Mayor Ed Beasley
	Betty Dawson, Councilwoman
Kip Smith, Councilman
	Kathy Smyth, Councilwoman
	Elliott Jones, Councilman
	Eddie Billings, Councilman
	Attorney Mike Jones 
	Mike Johnson, Chief
	Margie Gomillion, Clerk


	Visitors: Merrill Sport		Steve Defee	   Ryan McGhee	Andre Dawson
		   Kenneth Faircloth	Nick Atkinson	   Rebecca Allen	Marcus Jones
		   Katelyn Kilpatrick   Crystal Abadilla
	    		    				    
	Mayor Beasley called the meeting to order. The mayor called on Councilwoman Dawson to lead the pledge of allegiance to the flag and Steve Defee to say a prayer.

	The mayor called for the approval of the minutes of February 24, 2025. Councilman Billings made a motion to approve the minutes as written. Councilwoman Smyth seconded the motion, and the vote was unanimously approved.

	Mayor Beasley stated the vacant lot next door to 88 E. 5th Street was available for purchase from the state. It was in tax foreclosure and the city purchased it for $100. If the fire department ever moves, we have enough acreage to have a drive through. That way they won’t have to back in and back out. 

	The mayor stated he was not able to attend, but the city took bids on the splash pad Friday. Councilwoman Smyth report there were four anticipated bids, but there were two actual bids. One was $400,000 and the other was approximately $425,000. The higher bid was from a more experienced contractor with splash pads. So, it was going back to Ashton Estes group and Troy Hudson to discuss more details with both bids. The mayor stated the city needs to follow up. 

	Mayor Beasley stated everything was routine for the administrative report.

	The mayor called everyone’s attention to the police report. The mayor stated since the last meeting, the police department had 229 calls for service not including building checks, made 54 traffic stops, wrote 31 citations, and gave 23 warnings. The department made 11 misdemeanor arrests.  There have been 4 animal control calls since the last meeting.

	Mayor Beasley called on Councilman Billings for the park report. Councilman Billings reported Merrill Sport has been busy with the draft and sign up. He will be ordering uniforms tomorrow. 

	The mayor called on Steve Defee to report on the airport. Mr. Defee stated Mr. Mendez is doing the survey on each end of the runway but has not completed it. Also, we did have another lightning strike. Brock Flynn is helping with that as far as lighting hitting the gate.  Its all working good now and everything is working normally. 

	Mayor Beasley stated he had spoken to Mrs. Kathyrn at the library and everything is going fine.

	The mayor called on Councilman Smith for a report on Fire/Rescue. Councilman Smith stated the new truck is still good to hopefully get here by the end April.  

	Councilwoman Smyth reported a representative from Main Street Alabama visited last week and toured the city. She gave a lot of positive feedback. She also gave some acknowledgements and opinions. I can email that information if you are interested, or you can find that on their website at Main Street Alabama. 

	 Mayor Beasley stated the council needed to appoint a voting delegate for the Annual Convention of the Alabama League of Municipalities. Councilman Smith made a motion to appoint Councilwoman Kathy Smyth to be the voting delegate for the Annual Convention of the Alabama League of Municipalities. Councilman Jones seconded the motion. The vote was as follows:

Yea:	Betty Dawson		Abstained: Kathy Smyth
		Kip Smith
	Elliott Jones
	Eddie Billings

The motion carried.

The mayor stated Bobby Owens’ appointment on the Board of Adjustments will expire in March.  After some discussion, Councilman Jones made a motion to reappoint Bobby Owens to the Board of Adjustments. Councilman Billings seconded the motion and all was in favor.

[bookmark: _Hlk192584605]Mayor Beasley presented an event request from Lynn Kilpatrick with the South Luverne Baptist Church for the House of Refuge Prayer Walk on March 22, 2025, at 7:30 a.m. at Turner Park. Councilman Billings made a motion to approve the House of Refuge Prayer Walk on March 22, 2025, at 7:30 a.m. at Turner Park. Councilwoman Dawson seconded the motion and all was in favor.

The mayor called on Councilman Billings to speak. Councilman Billings stated the Luverne Parks and Recreation Advisory Committee received a request from Marvin Barginere to allow his 8U softball travel ball team to compete in the Luverne Parks and Recreation Spring league. Councilman Billings read the entire request from Mr. Barginere. Councilman Billings stated the advisory committee has no power to make any decision, we can only give advice and what our opinion is. After our discussion with the information that we were given, we voted affirmatively to allow that to happen. Tonight, I’m presenting that to the city council from the advisory committee with its own motion and second. We asked Merrill Sport to be here to have the opportunity to ask questions and discuss this with you. Mr. Bargineer is in Huntsville and cannot be here, but I can get in touch with him if I need to.  Next, the mayor called on Merrill Sport to speak. Mr. Sport discussed the Dixie Youth League rules and regulations explaining why this should not be allowed. There are two 8U softball teams at the park and the two coaches are here tonight to represent them. I did not ask them to come but they wanted to come. Councilman Billings got Mr. Barginere on the phone so he could explain his side. The two coaches for the park league also spoke against allowing this team to participate as a travel ball team. After further discussion, Councilman Jones made a motion to accept the rules and regulations of the Dixie League directed by Merrill Sport and not to allow this travel ball team to participate. Councilman Smith seconded the motion. The vote was as follows:

Yea:	Kathy Smyth		Abstained: Betty Dawson
		Kip Smith		                   Eddie Billings
	Elliott Jones
	
The motion carried.

Councilman Smith reminded everyone to file their Statement of Economic Interest by the end of April.

	There being no further business to come before the meeting, Councilman Billings made a motion to adjourn the meeting. Councilwoman Smyth seconded the motion. Motion carried.

Meeting was adjourned.
