COUNCIL MEETING
CITY OF LUVERNE
February 10, 2025

	The City of Luverne Council met in regular session on February 10, 2025 at 5:30 p.m., in the City Hall Building. The following members were present:

	Mayor Ed Beasley
Betty Dawson, Councilwoman
Kip Smith, Councilman
	Kathy Smyth, Councilwoman
	Elliott Jones, Councilman
	Eddie Billings, Councilman
	Attorney Mike Jones 
	Mike Johnson, Chief
	Margie Gomillion, Clerk

	 Visitors:  Steve Defee		Merrill Sport
	    		    				    
	Mayor Beasley called the meeting to order. The mayor called on Councilman Billings to lead the pledge of allegiance to the flag and Steve Defee to say a prayer.

	The mayor called for the approval of the minutes of January 27, 2025. Councilman Jones made a motion to approve the minutes as written. Councilman Billings seconded the motion and the vote was unanimously approved.

	Mayor Beasley stated everything was routine for the administrative report. 

	The mayor asked Councilman Smith to read the police report. Councilman Smith stated since the last meeting, the police department had 188 calls for service not including building checks, made 28 traffic stops, wrote 6 citations, and gave 22 warnings. The department has made 10 misdemeanor and 1 felony arrests.  There has been 1 animal control call since the last meeting.

	Mayor Beasley called on Councilman Billings for the park report. Councilman Billings reported registration is open for all age groups for spring/summer softball and baseball. We are working on improving a few things at the park. We’re continuing to pursue the idea of possibly doing a dog park down at the bottom. Supplies are being ordered for baseball season and regular maintenance is being done. Tryouts are next Thursday night, February 20th. I also spoke with Troy Hudson about an update on the splash pad and we are just waiting on ADECA. The good news is hopefully the plan is going to be approved. The bad news is we are entering spring now and if ADECA doesn’t get on the ball the spring time splash pad finish is probably not going to be met. 

	The mayor called on Steve Defee to report on the airport. Mr. Defee stated the foam that was to be sprayed in the hangar had been delayed and as of now the next schedule is to be around the week of the 17th if weather permits. Mayor Beasley stated he spoke with Michael Cole that has been retained for this project once it starts and said he looks forward to working with us. Mr. Defee stated we are waiting for the report from the last inspection from ALDOT. 
	Mayor Beasley stated Mrs. Geraldine who cleans for us fell and had to have surgery. The girls have been cleaning right now. I do not think she will be able to come back to clean the library and city hall. 

	The mayor called on Councilman Smith for a report on Fire/Rescue. Councilman Smith stated everything is good. We will hopefully get the new truck in the latter part of March. 

	Councilman Smyth stated we received information from Attorney Jones about the building out by the bridge being available and didn’t know if there were any plans for it. Councilwoman Smyth asked about posting the building on the EDPA site. The mayor stated he thought it would be a good idea to put it online. Mayor Beasley stated there are two interested parties: ITAC is interested in using it for storage and Farm Systems has asked about it. Verano is no longer interested. 

	Mayor Beasley stated we’ve been pretty busy with several things going on. The mayor stated the chief got a 2018 Tahoe for $15,200. I think the Town of Brantley is probably interested in buying his old vehicle. 

	Councilman Smith discussed raising the monthly salaries for the new council in November, 2025. The mayor stated he is happy with what the mayor’s salary already is. After some discussion, Councilman Smith made a motion to raise the council monthly salary to $750 and the mayor monthly salary to $2,000. Councilman Jones seconded the motion and all was in favor. The ordinance will be approved at the next meeting. 

	Chief Johnson stated a lady called today who owns 63 acres in the city limits on 331 north of ITAC that wants to put in an RV park. I don’t see anything in the city ordinance about RV parks. After some discussion, it was decided for the chief to get with Attorney Jones to bring something back to the council to approve. 

Councilwoman Dawson discussed the Municipal Intercept Services an Alabama League of Municipalities Program collecting old bills for the city and it wouldn’t cost us anything. They would take it from their state tax refund. Attorney Jones stated this is through the league. They got legislation passed so that they can represent the municipalities. If they owe us something they can intercept their state tax refund and apply it to the municipalities. After further discussion, Councilwoman Dawson made a motion to utilize the program through the leagues Municipal Intercept Services to collect monies owed to the City of Luverne within the statue. Councilman Jones seconded the motion and the vote was unanimously approved. 
	
The mayor stated we will be splitting the Southeast Gas Economic Development Enhancement Funds with Robyn Snellgrove, Crenshaw County Economic & Industrial Development Authority. The city will receive $5,500 and Crenshaw County Economic & Industrial Development Authority will receive $5,500.

Mayor Beasley called on Merrill Sport to speak. Mr. Sport discussed Councilwoman Smyth being interested in putting a dog park at Turner Park. Mr. Sport discussed a place at the park that would be fast and efficient. There was some discussion of making sure where the dog park would possibly be placed wouldn’t interfere with the splash pad as far as getting water run to it. The mayor stated he would like to see the splash pad down and operational before we decide to put in a dog park. After further discussion, Councilman Billings recommended getting Troy Hudson to look to make sure the dog park wouldn’t be in the way of the splash pad and then make a decision from there. The council was in agreement. 

	There being no further business to come before the meeting, Councilman Billings made a motion to adjourn the meeting. Councilwoman Dawson seconded the motion. Motion carried.

Meeting was adjourned.






________________________________      _______________________________
Margie Gomillion, City Clerk	                      Ed Beasley, Mayor
