COUNCIL MEETING
CITY OF LUVERNE
January 27, 2025

	The City of Luverne Council met in regular session on January 27, 2025 at 5:30 p.m., in the City Hall Building. The following members were present:

	Mayor Ed Beasley
Betty Dawson, Councilwoman
Kip Smith, Councilman
	Kathy Smyth, Councilwoman
	Elliott Jones, Councilman
	Attorney Mike Jones 
	Margie Gomillion, Clerk

	Absent: Eddie Billings, Councilman
	  		   
Visitors:  Marcus Green
	    		    				    
	Mayor Beasley called the meeting to order. The mayor called on Councilman Jones to lead the pledge of allegiance to the flag and Councilman Smith to say a prayer.

	The mayor called for the approval of the minutes of January 13, 2025. Councilman Jones made a motion to approve the minutes as written. Councilman Smith seconded the motion and the vote was unanimously approved.

	Mayor Beasley stated Ms. Reeves, who lives on Jeffcoat Street, had contacted him about a flat tire she had. Ms. Reeves believed it was caused by construction work on Jeffcoat St. She stated that when she got home from going to church in Brantley is when she discovered it had a nail in it. The mayor stated from what he understands the city is not responsible unless we are aware of it and have reported it to be fixed. The bill is $25. After some discussion, Councilman Jones made a motion to reject the bill for Ms. Reeves in the amount of $25. Councilman Smith seconded the motion and all was in favor. 

	The mayor stated everything was routine for the administrative report. 

	Mayor Beasley stated we do not have a police report. The chief worked last night and a today. Mr. Green stated we had one to start the academy yesterday. 

	The mayor stated he put together a plan today for the application form for the airport ADECA grant.

	Mayor Beasley called on Councilman Smith for a report on Fire/Rescue. Councilman Smith stated everything is good. We had our elections at our last drill held on January 14, 2025 and the results are as follows:

	Chief		Drew Money
	Asst Chief	Bill McManigle
	1st Captain 	Jason McManigle
	2nd Captain	John McManigle
	1st Lt 		Lee Simmons
	2nd Lt		Chris Jones
	Sec/Tres	Kip Smith

After further discussion, Councilman Jones made a motion to accept the elected officers of the Luverne Fire Department as presented. Councilwoman Dawson seconded the motion. The vote was as follows:

Yea:	Betty Dawson		Abstained:	Kip Smith
		Elliott Jones
		Kathy Smyth
		
	The motion carried.

	 The mayor stated some of the crew decided to come in to work on Martin Luther King Jr., holiday and get the garbage that morning before the snow came in. They were given an extra day due to the snow storm. 

Councilwoman Dawson stated we had a successful blood drive on January 14.

Councilman Smith stated kudos to the city during the storm. Councilman Jones stated there is another system for around February 7-8. It just depends on what the jet stream does. 

Attorney Jones stated Charlie Sankey contacted him and said AVENU who does the county and city sales tax collection has done an audit of ITAC. The way ITAC did their Argon gas resulted in some tax being due on it. It all has to do with how you report it. They thought they were reporting it correctly, but they weren’t so ITAC contacted Mr. Sankey. It’s not a substantial amount, but the county is going to waive their part of that sales tax on the Argon gas. They want us to do the same thing. ITAC has changed how they report it so it will be correct going forward.  After some discussion, Councilman Jones made a motion to waive the Argon gas taxes that resulted from the recent audit with AVENU for ITAC. Councilwoman Smyth seconded the motion and the vote was unanimously approved. 

Councilman Jones stated back when the levelization rider was put in place with AMEA there was some over collected to start with of about 20 million from us and all of our sister cities. AMEA will be distributing that money back out over the next four years starting this year. The City of Luverne will receive over the next four years a total of a quarter of a million, so it will be around $61,000 - $62,000 a year. We are back up to almost $900,000 in our levelization rider and we have already paid for almost all of our SMART meter initiative program.

Councilwoman Dawson discussed when she went to a meeting in Orange Beach they were talking about a program where they can take old city expenses that was not collected and go after them by collecting it off their state taxes if they are getting a refund. Councilwoman Dawson gave Attorney Jones a copy of the information and asked him to check on it. 

	There being no further business to come before the meeting, Councilman Jones made a motion to adjourn the meeting. Councilman Smith seconded the motion. Motion carried.

Meeting was adjourned.





_____________________________________        _______________________________
Margie Gomillion, City Clerk                                  Ed Beasley, Mayor
