COUNCIL MEETING
CITY OF LUVERNE
January 13, 2025

	The City of Luverne Council met in regular session on January 13, 2025 at 5:30 p.m., in the City Hall Building. The following members were present:

	Mayor Ed Beasley
Betty Dawson, Councilwoman
Kip Smith, Councilman
	Kathy Smyth, Councilwoman
	Eddie Billings, Councilman
Attorney Mike Jones 5:40
	Mike Johnson, Police Chief  
	Margie Gomillion, Clerk

	Absent: Elliott Jones, Councilman
	  		   
Visitors:  Brock Flynn		Steve Defee		Bill Crumpton	
	    Ryan McGhee	Melanie Hill
	    				
		    
	Mayor Beasley called the meeting to order. The mayor called on Councilman Billings to lead the pledge of allegiance to the flag and Steve Defee to say a prayer.

	The mayor called for the approval of the minutes of December 9, 2024. Councilman Billings made a motion to approve the minutes as written. Councilman Smith seconded the motion and the vote was unanimously approved.

	Mayor Beasley stated there was some discussion on the Jeffcoat project and other parts of town at the water board meeting this afternoon. They are not finished, but they should have some information for the council at a later date.

	The mayor stated everything was routine for the administrative report. 

	Mayor Beasley called on the Councilman Billings to read the chief’s report. Since the last meeting, the police department had 399 calls for service not including building checks, 44 traffic stops, wrote 15 citations, and gave 29 warnings. The department has made 16 misdemeanor and 1 felony arrests.  There has been 5 animal control calls since the last meeting.

	The mayor called on Steve Defee to report on the airport. Mr. Defee stated last week the insulation was supposed to be blown into the old hanger. That was postponed due to inclement weather to a later date still to be announced.  

	Mayor Beasley stated everything at the library is going well.

	The mayor called on Councilman Smith for a report on Fire/Rescue. Councilman Smith stated everything is good.
	 Councilwoman Smyth stated Brantley Bank opened their new branch here in Luverne in the old BB&T building. They will have their ribbon cutting next Thursday, January 23rd and everyone is invited. 

Mayor Beasley presented Resolution 011325 City Council new districts. After some discussion, Councilman Billings made a motion to adopt Resolution 011325 adopting the new boundaries for the city council. Councilman Smith seconded the motion and the vote was unanimously approved. The resolution is as follows:

RESOLUTION NO. 011325
	WHEREAS,  the 2020 Census shows that the single-member districts from which the City of Luverne elects council members must be reapportioned to comply with the one person, one vote requirement of the U.S. Constitution; and
	WHEREAS, the Council of the City has drawn new districts (the “New Districts”), as described in Exhibits A (map) which are incorporated into this resolution; now
THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED by the Luverne City Council as follows:

SECTION 1.	The council districts adopted by the City in 2011 are repealed.

SECTION 2. 	The New Districts described in Exhibit A are adopted as the City’s new council districts, from which future elections to the Council shall be made. 

SECTION 3. 	Upon passage of this Resolution, the City Clerk is directed to file with the Judge of Probate of the County a certified copy of the resolution, together with a map of the City showing the boundaries of the revised districts to be effective the day after filing.

PASSED, ADOPTED, AND APPROVED this 13th day of January, 2025.
The mayor called on Melanie Hill with Senator Katie Britt’s office to speak. Ms. Hill stated as a result of her hard work on appropriations Senator Britt brought back on behalf of Alabama more than 6.9 billion dollars back into the state in 2024. The three appropriations that was approved for the City of Luverne and Crenshaw County are: (1) Luverne Police Department $243,000 for public safety equipment, (2) Crenshaw County Schools $114,000 for a stem learning lab and (3) Crenshaw Community Hospital $18,000 for support machinery. Applications for this year will come up the 1st of March. The mayor thanked Ms. Hill for coming and meeting with us.

Councilwoman Dawson stated there is a blood drive tomorrow January 14th between 11 a.m. and 4 p.m., if any of you can come or send somebody to donate. 

Councilman Billings gave an update on the splash pad. Troy Hudson has been working trying to keep up with everybody to get the specifics for the recirculation pump. We are still on to getting it hopefully online for mid-late spring.

	There being no further business to come before the meeting, Councilman Billings made a motion to adjourn the meeting. Councilwoman Smyth seconded the motion. Motion carried.

Meeting was adjourned.






_________________________________        _______________________________
Margie Gomillion, City Clerk                          Ed Beasley, Mayor
