COUNCIL MEETING
CITY OF LUVERNE
November 27, 2023

	The City of Luverne Council met in regular session on November 27, 2023 at 5:30 p.m., in the City Hall Building. The following members were present:

	Mayor Ed Beasley
Betty Dawson, Councilwoman
	Kip Smith, Councilman
Elliott Jones, Councilman
	Eddie Billings, Councilman
Mike Jones, Attorney
	Margie Gomillion, Clerk

	Absent:
Kathy Smyth, Councilwoman
	Mike Johnson, Chief

	Visitors:
	Felicia Darby		Ryan McGhee		Brock Flynn		Billy Crumpton			
	Mayor Beasley called the meeting to order. The mayor called on Councilwoman Dawson to lead the pledge of allegiance to the flag and Mike Jones to say a prayer.

	The mayor called for the approval of the minutes of November 13, 2023. Councilman Jones made a motion to approve the minutes as written. Councilwoman Dawson seconded the motion and the vote was unanimously approved.

	Under old business, Councilwoman Dawson stated Attorney Jones did get the easement completed and emailed it to Mr. Moore. 

	Mayor Beasley called on Ms. Felicia Darby to speak. Ms. Darby stated she was here representing Allen Lily Chapter #700. Ms. Darby discussed them renting the nutrition center and it not being clean. She stated every time we rent it we have to clean the center up before we start. Ms. Darby presented pictures to the council of the building. We paid $125 to rent the center. The mayor stated the senior citizens who use it daily are not able to do a lot of heavy cleaning. Mayor Beasley asked Ms. Darby to call City Hall at least two days before they are going to use it again and we will get some of the city crew to clean it up. After further discussion, Councilman Jones made a motion to refund the $125 rental fee to the Allen Lily Chapter #700. Councilman Billings seconded the motion and all was in favor. 

	The mayor stated everyone has a copy of the current commercial garbage rates that was set by former engineer a few years ago.

	Mayor Beasley stated the mayor of the Town of Brantley sent a thank you card for the City of Luverne loaning them a garbage truck when theirs broke down. He also sent a $25 gift card and water was purchased with it.  

	The mayor called on the city clerk for the administrative report. Routine work was performed. 
	 Mayor Beasley called on Chief Johnson for his report. The chief read his report. Since the last meeting, the police department had 138 calls for service not including building checks, 18 traffic stops, wrote 8 citations, and gave 10 warnings. The department has made 4 misdemeanor arrests.  There has been 2 animal control calls since the last meeting.
 
The mayor called on Councilman Billings to report on the park. Councilman Billings stated we had a softball meeting with Troy in November with Dixie Youth Softball. Pepsi had their food pantry at the Luverne Parks and Rec. The staff is doing regular cleaning and trying to get bleachers fixed. We will have some motion detector light switches installed in the bathrooms to help conserve some electricity and things along those lines. The Kool Ridz Car show will be out there next weekend. 

Mayor Beasley stated we are getting ready to apply for a grant to do the pad at the airport.

The mayor stated he spoke with Mrs. Kathyrn at the library and everything is going well.

	Mayor Beasley called on Councilman Smith to report on Fire/Rescue. Councilman Smith stated he would like to remind everyone the Fire Department Christmas dinner is December 9th at 5:30 p.m. at the Dei Center. The fire chief had knee surgery and is out of commission until after the first of the year. Drew Money is filling in good.

	The mayor asked Attorney Jones if he had any news on economic development. Mr. Jones stated he sent everyone the last update that Verano is supposed to be going back in front of The Commission and make a presentation. Then, shortly thereafter they will reissue licenses. Hopefully in December we will know something. The mayor stated he thought they were doing the awards December 10th.  

[bookmark: _GoBack]	Mayor Beasley called for new business. Councilman Jones stated Attorney Jones just wanted some clarification on the garbage rates. What I had proposed is a 26% increase across the board for the next three years. If we do that it will get us where we need to be. The council was in agreement. Attorney Jones will have the ordinance ready for the next meeting.

	The mayor stated the employee’s annual meeting is Monday, December 11th at 6:00 p.m., at Preston’s.

	Councilman Billings made a motion to adjourn the meeting. Councilman Smith seconded the motion.

	Meeting was adjourned.
