COUNCIL MEETING
CITY OF LUVERNE
October 23, 2023

	The City of Luverne Council met in regular session on October 23, 2023 at 5:30 p.m., in the City Hall Building. The following members were present:

	Mayor Ed Beasley
	Kip Smith, Councilman
Kathy Smyth, Councilwoman
Elliott Jones, Councilman
	Eddie Billings, Councilman
Mike Jones, Attorney
	Mike Johnson, Chief 5:39
	Margie Gomillion, Clerk

	Absent:
Betty Dawson, Councilwoman

	Visitors:
	Steve Defee		Ryan McGhee		Kirk Alsbrooks	Brock Flynn
	Heather Hiebert	Leon Hiebert		Grace Hiebert

	Mayor Beasley called the meeting to order. The mayor called on Councilman Billings to lead the pledge of allegiance to the flag and Steve Defee to say a prayer.

	The mayor called for the approval of the minutes of September 25, 2023. Councilman Billings made a motion to approve the minutes as written. Councilman Jones seconded the motion and the vote was unanimously approved.

	Under old business, the mayor stated R.E. McLean Tank Company, Inc., will start moving in equipment tomorrow to tear down the water tank on W. 6th Street.  

	Mayor Beasley stated he spoke with Michelle Royals about some upcoming projects. She said our request were properly written and turned in. We are waiting to hear from ADEM on our E. 6th Street, Jeffcoat Street and lift station at Lakeview projects. The mayor stated that Mr. Flynn said that he understands they will be writing letters to the towns and city’s that were chosen for those grants. We were approved and I understood from a couple of years ago we had been accepted. We turned down the Glenwood project because we couldn’t afford to keep up our residents and the Town of Glenwood, so I don’t know if they will try to hold that against us or not.

	The mayor called on the city clerk for the administrative report. Routine work was performed. 
	 
Mayor Beasley called on the chief’s report. The clerk read the report. Since the last meeting, the police department had 304 calls for service not including building checks, 58 traffic stops, wrote 28 citations, and given warnings. The department made 24 misdemeanor and 5 felony arrests. There has been 2 animal control calls since the last meeting. 

The mayor called on Councilman Billings to report on the park. Councilman Billings stated parks and recreation is kind of quiet right now. They are still doing upkeep work. They have repaired a couple of nets for soccer goals. There have been several birthday parties.

Mayor Beasley called on Steve Defee for an airport report. Michelle Royals is working the bids up to repave the ramp as discussed at the last meeting. I spoke with ALDOT this past Friday and updated him on what had been accomplished from the inspection at this point. He said ALDOT may be able to provide some assistance this coming year to assist with some of this. There is an ALDOT meeting scheduled next month in Ozark that I plan to attend on airport management. I would like to proceed this year with the fence across the front that we budgeted for. The lights I mentioned previously is not mandatory, but a future issue to look at down the road. The marking they wanted to go out for the short marking I emphasized there was no need in us doing that if we are going to have it repaved because we would have to do it again. He was in agreement with that. Mr. Defee stated he has not heard anything additional about the adjacent property. After some discussion, Councilman Smith made a motion to proceed with the paperwork needed for the city to clean up the property in the name of Thomas Crowell located at the Luverne Municipal Airport and access the cost against the property. 

	The mayor called on Councilman Smith to report on Fire/Rescue. Councilman Smith stated October is Fire Prevention Month, basically the week of October 8th. The fire department always goes around to the two schools in the city to the second graders and does a little fire prevention talk. We leave them some goodies. The fire chief has knee replacement on November 8th. Drew Money has been filling in and doing a good job. 
	 
	Councilwoman Smyth stated McGough Extreme is about to complete their renovation on the old Welch building. If you have not been by you need to go. It’s super nice. They should be up and running pretty quick. El Patron is the new Mexican restaurant going into the old Annie’s building. There is a new Dollar General going into Rutledge which will affect us with the utilities. 

	The mayor stated he was at a Southeast Gas Board meeting last Thursday. They are still going to give us $15,000 which will be split evenly between the city and CCEIDA. They are going to put an additional $7,500 in to do a retail survey for Luverne. This will show what would be good for Luverne and refer those companies back to us.

	Councilwoman Smyth stated the ACE program that we have been going through is continuing and going into the 2nd phase, which will be a leadership program. The Economic Development Academy through the League of Municipalities will finish that up November and go to receive our graduation. If anybody would like to attend let me know.  

	The mayor presented the council with Ordinance 23-02 amending the City of Luverne Code of Ordinances Section 22 Article 5. After some discussion, Councilman Jones made a motion for unanimous consent to consider Ordinance 23-02. The motion was seconded by Councilwoman Smyth and the vote was unanimously approved. Councilman Jones made a motion to adopt Ordinance 23-02. Councilwoman Smyth seconded the motion and all was in favor. The Ordinance is as follows:

ORDINANCE NO. 23-02

	This ordinance amends Sec. 22 Article 5 of the Zoning Ordinances of the City of Luverne to add additional requirements and specification for advertising signs that advertise a business or service not located on the premises where the sign is located.
Section 22   Zoning

Article 5.  Use requirements for districts.

	Highway-Oriented Business District, B-3.  The B-3 zone is established to protect and promote a suitable environment for those uses which serve the traveling public.  The district is intended to serve those retail commercial uses which benefit from direct access to major streets while not interfering with the free flow of traffic.  This district is required to protect the future development of land in accordance with comprehensive development plans of the City.

Uses Permitted

(a)  Automobile service stations, provided they meet the specifications as set forth in the B-1 District.

(b)  Restaurants, cafes, grills, drive-in restaurants and other eating or drinking establishments.

(c) Hotels, motels, Bed & Breakfast Establishment, and tourist courts.

(d) Any advertising sign provided that if such sign is attached to a building, it does not exceed the width of said building.  Such sign shall not exceed four hundred (400) square feet in area.

No sign shall be erected or placed, either temporarily or permanently, in any location where by reason of position, size, shape, color, movement, flashing or general illumination may interfere with, obstruct or confuse the flow of traffic, signs or signal devices.

All signs shall be designed, constructed and maintained so as to be appropriate in appearance with the existing or intended character of their vicinity so as not to change the aesthetic character of such area.

Signs may be illuminated internally or by reflected light provided the source of light is not directly visible and is so arranged as to reflect light away from adjoining premises and streets.  No illumination involving movement by reason of lighting arrangement or other devices or flashing shall be permitted on offsite signs.

The height of a free-standing sign shall be measured from curb level to the top of the sign, frame or facing.

Any sign, or any part thereof, which moves mechanically, blinks, flashes, uses traveling lights or rotates shall not be permitted.

Every sign shall be kept neatly painted, including all metal parts and supports thereof that are not galvanized or of rust resistant material.  The building inspector shall have the authority to order the painting, the repair, alteration or removal of a sign which constitutes a hazard to safety, health or public welfare by reason of inadequate maintenance, dilapidation or obsolescence.  

(e) Theaters and commercial recreation facilities.

(f) “Any retail, professional, financial or other personal business or service establishment.”

(g) New and used automobile and truck sales.

(h) Agricultural implement sales and service.

(i)  Professional offices.

(j) Drug stores and pharmacies.

(k) Coin operated laundromats.

(l) Bottling plants.

(m) Churches as permitted in the B-1 District.

(n) Schools as permitted in the B-1 District.


This ordinance shall become effective immediately upon its passage and publication as provided by law.

Adopted and approved this 23rd day of October, 2023.

	
	Mayor Beasley presented Resolution 102323 CDBG Project No. SM-CM-PF-22-026 to award low bidder for Sanitary Sewer Improvements on Jeffcoat Street to Suncoast Infrastructure, Inc., in the amount of $170,077.40. Councilman Smith made a motion to adopt Resolution 102323 to award low bidder for Sanitary Sewer Improvements on Jeffcoat Street to Suncoast Infrastructure, Inc., in the amount of $170,077.40. Councilman Jones seconded the motion and the vote was unanimously approved. The resolution is as follows:

 CITY OF LUVERNE
RESOLUTION NO. 102323

COMMUNITY DEVELOPMENT BLOCK GRANT  
PROJECT NO. SM-CM-PF-22-026
SEWER IMPROVEMENTS ON JEFFCOAT STREET FOR CITY OF LUVERNE

WHEREAS, the City of Luverne advertised for bids in connection with the sewer portion of CDBG Number SM-CM-PF-22-026, and
WHEREAS, a bid opening was held October 13, 2023, and four sealed bids were received and opened publically at City Hall on this date, and 
WHEREAS, Southern Engineering Solutions, Inc has recommended the contract be awarded to Suncoast Infrastructure, Inc in the amount of $170,077.40, and  

WHEREAS, Suncoast Infrastructure, Inc is not debarred from working on federally funded project per SAM.gov search results attached hereto, and

WHEREAS, it has been determined that it is in the best interest of the City of Luverne to enter into a contract with Suncoast Infrastructure, Inc.

NOW, THEREFORE, LET IT BE RESOLVED by the Mayor and the Council of the City of Luverne, Alabama as follows:

SECTION 1. That the contract for Sewer System Improvements for on Jeffcoat CDBG Project No. SM-CM-PF-22-026 be awarded to Suncoast Infrastructure, Inc in the amount of $170,077.40. 

SECTION 2. That this action is based on the current interpretation of ADECA procurement policy with is acknowledged by this resolution and ADECA policy on file. 

SECTION 3. That Ed Beasley, in his capacity as Mayor, is hereby authorized and directed to execute said contract on behalf of the City of Luverne. 

PASSED, ADOPTED AND APPROVED this 23rd day of October, 2023.


The mayor presented Resolution 102323(A) CDBG Project No. SM-CM-PF-22-026 to award low bidder for Paving and Drainage Improvements on Jeffcoat Street to Wiregrass Construction Company, Inc., in the amount of $190,219.00. Councilman Jones made a motion to adopt Resolution 102323(A) to award low bidder for Paving and Drainage Improvements on Jeffcoat Street to Wiregrass Construction Company, Inc., in the amount of $190,219.00. Councilman Billings seconded the motion and the vote was unanimously approved. The resolution is as follows:

CITY OF LUVERNE
RESOLUTION NO. 102323(A)

COMMUNITY DEVELOPMENT BLOCK GRANT  
PROJECT NO. SM-CM-PF-22-026
STREET IMPROVEMENTS ON JEFFCOAT STREET FOR CITY OF LUVERNE

WHEREAS, the City of Luverne advertised for bids in connection with the street portion of CDBG Number SM-CM-PF-22-026, and

WHEREAS, a bid opening was held October 13, 2023, and three sealed bids were received and opened publically at City Hall on this date, and 

WHEREAS, Southern Engineering Solutions, Inc has recommended the contract be awarded to Wiregrass Construction Company, Inc in the amount of $190,219.00, and  

WHEREAS, Wiregrass Construction Company, Inc is not debarred from working on federally funded project per SAM.gov search results attached hereto, and

WHEREAS, it has been determined that it is in the best interest of the City of Luverne to enter into a contract with Wiregrass Construction Company, Inc.

NOW, THEREFORE, LET IT BE RESOLVED by the Mayor and the Council of the City of Luverne, Alabama as follows:

SECTION 1. That the contract for Streets and Drainage Improvements on Jeffcoat CDBG Project No. SM-CM-PF-22-026 be awarded to Wiregrass Construction Company, Inc in the amount of $190,219.00. 

SECTION 2. That this action is based on the current interpretation of ADECA procurement policy with is acknowledged by this resolution and ADECA policy on file. 

SECTION 3. That Ed Beasley, in his capacity as Mayor, is hereby authorized and directed to execute said contract on behalf of the City of Luverne. 

PASSED, ADOPTED AND APPROVED this 23rd day of October, 2023.

	Attorney Jones stated he has everyone a copy of an amended ordinance for M-1 adding Hotels, Motels and Bed and Breakfast for you to look at and ask any questions. We can take this up at the next meeting. 

	Councilwoman Smyth stated there are three events coming up in town: 1st the Treats-on-Us on October 31st downtown, 2nd Girls Night Out on November 2nd and 3rd The Friendliest City Festival is November 4th at Douglas Park. 

	Mayor Beasley called on the clerk to discuss the Town of Rutledge. The clerk stated the Water Board met at 5 p.m. today and voted to approve for the City of Luverne to provide water and sewer to the new Dollar General in Rutledge. The clerk read a letter from the Town of Rutledge mayor wanting the City of Luverne to provide the water and sewer for the new Dollar General Store that will be located in Rutledge. The mayor stated he has already spoke to Attorney Jones about the $3,000 that it will cost the City of Luverne for the project. Mr. Jones is going to contact the mayor of Rutledge to get them to reimburse the city for the $3,000, not necessarily at one time but maybe $100 a month if need be. After further discussion, Councilman Smith made a motion to approve the City of Luverne to provide the water and sewer for the Dollar General Store in Rutledge. Councilman Jones seconded the motion and all was in favor. 

[bookmark: _GoBack]	Councilman Billings reported he checked with Troy Hudson about the progress of the splash pad at the park. He stated it was finally approved and they are starting the design and hope for a spring construction.  

	Councilman Billings made a motion to adjourn the meeting. Councilman Jones seconded the motion.

	Meeting was adjourned.
