COUNCIL MEETING
CITY OF LUVERNE
September 11, 2023

	The City of Luverne Council met in regular session on September 11, 2023 at 5:30 p.m., in the City Hall Building. The following members were present:

	Mayor Ed Beasley
Betty Dawson, Councilwoman
	Kip Smith, Councilman
Kathy Smyth, Councilwoman
Elliott Jones, Councilman
	Eddie Billings, Councilman
Mike Jones, Attorney
	Mike Johnson, Chief
	Margie Gomillion, Clerk

	Visitors:
	Garrett Walley		Devin Walley		Abigail Walley
	Ryan McGhee		Boys 7U Allstar Baseball Team

	Mayor Beasley called the meeting to order. The mayor called on Councilman Jones to lead the pledge of allegiance to the flag and Mike Jones to say a prayer.

	The mayor called for the approval of the minutes of August 28, 2023. Councilman Billings made a motion to approve the minutes as written. Councilman Jones seconded the motion and the vote was unanimously approved.

	Mayor Beasley presented the council with Resolution 091123 congratulating the 7U Allstar baseball team. After some discussion, Councilman Billings made a motion to adopt Resolution 091123. Councilman Smith seconded the motion and the vote was unanimously approved. The resolution is as follows:

RESOLUTION 091123

WHEREAS, the Boys 7U AllStar Baseball team represented the City of Luverne in the Dixie Youth State Baseball Tournament in Montgomery, Alabama; and 

WHEREAS, they finished as runner-up in the State Tournament beating Reeltown, Dallas County, Decatur National and Municipal Park; and

WHEREAS, as runners-up in the State Tournament, they represented the City of Luverne in the Dixie Youth 7U World Series in Center, Texas; and

WHEREAS, at the World Series, they defeated Shelby County, Texas, Wayne County, Mississippi, Paris, Texas, Municipal Park, Alabama (7U State Champions) and Shelby County, Texas; and

WHEREAS, they finished as the runner-up at the World Series, having advanced farther than any prior Boys Dixie Youth team representing the City of Luverne; and

WHEREAS, the Mayor and City Council wish to congratulate David Ammons, head coach, and assistant coaches, Reed Kilcrease, Wesley Osborne and Blake Hermeling for their outstanding leadership and dedication; and

WHEREAS, the Mayor and City Council wish to further recognize the team members:  Isaak Ammons, Lucas Odom, Kooper Kilcrease, Isaiah Lowrey, Cam Lowrey, Jayden Arrington, Bryson June, Hawkins Sasser, Brody Hermeling, Nash Nichols, and Bradley Grimes for their outstanding performance and for their representation of the City of Luverne;

THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, that the Mayor and City Council of the City of Luverne, do congratulate and give their sincere appreciation to the players and coaches of the Luverne Recreation Department 7U AllStar Boys Dixie Youth Baseball Team; and 

RESOLVED FURTHER, that a copy of this Resolution be presented to the coaches and team members and that it further be spread upon the minutes of this body.

DONE this 11th day of September, 2023.

Next, Councilman Billings read and presented a copy of the resolution to Head Coach David Ammons, the assistant coaches and each player. Councilman Billings stated the team is leaving here to head out to the ballpark where there is a big sign hung with their pictures on it. It will stay out there and they will autograph the sign. 

	The mayor called on the city clerk for the administrative report. Routine work was performed. 
	 
Mayor Beasley called on the chief’s report. Councilwoman Smyth read the report. Since the last meeting, the police department had 164 calls, 27 traffic stops, wrote 8 citations, and gave 19 warnings. The department made 4 misdemeanor and 7 felony arrests. There has been 2 animal control calls since the last meeting. 

The mayor stated the library had a good get together for the Storywalk Trail at Turner Park. 

	Mayor Beasley called on Councilman Smith to report on Fire/Rescue. Councilman Smith stated everything is good.

	The mayor stated he has had a busy week with no one thing particular just with a lot of things going on.

	Mayor Beasley called on Mr. Walley to speak on updating the billboard sign ordinance. My name is Garrett Walley and this is Devon Walley. We are both part owners in Walley Billboards, LLC, that is located 331 South near Roy Beall Drive. Garrett Walley stated he grew up here in Luverne and was part of the 2010 championship baseball team at Luverne High School. Devon Walley stated he grew up in Escambia County. Our parents are Jimmy and Gail Morgan. We are asking the council to consider changing the ordinance from static to digital. We think this would be beneficial for the city and for us. We think it will generate good things for small businesses here in town with allowing them to advertise on the billboard for maybe a one month round or so instead of a six or twelve month lease that would fit in their budget. With all the beach traffic that comes through there are a lot of potential customers that drive through this town. If they are able to advertise as they come through I think that will generate more for those small businesses, the city and the county. Last thing is a community involvement factor that we think will benefit the city. Whether it’s a church wanting to advertise for an Easter egg hunt, back to school bash or the city sports league sign up. They would see that and have more community involvement. Attorney Jones stated just to give a little background. They just purchased Mitch Florence’s business which is this billboard and also one in Troy. They are looking to try to improve the business. Garrett Walley stated we have provided in the handout the City of Troy’s ordinance as a template for what they use. The mayor stated we appreciate the presentation and thanked them for coming in.

	The mayor stated there is a request from the Luverne Housing Authority to appoint Annie Wilson to replace Teresa Foster on the Board of Housing Commissioners. Councilman Jones made a motion to appoint Annie Wilson to replace Teresa Foster on the Board of Housing Commissioners. Councilwoman Dawson seconded the motion and all was in favor.
	
	Mayor Beasley advised Mr. Kilpatrick, Principal of Luverne School, requested a homecoming parade permit for September 29, 2023 at 12:00 noon. Councilman Smith made a motion to approve the parade permit. Councilman Jones seconded the motion and the vote was unanimously in favor. 

The mayor presented an event request from Tara Beasley for Girls Night Out on November 2, 2023 from 4:30 a.m. to 7:30 p.m. at Nails by Tara. Councilwoman Dawson made a motion to approve the Girls Night Out on November 2, 2023 from 4:30 a.m. to 7:30 p.m. at Nails by Tara. Councilman Smith seconded the motion and all was in favor.

Mayor Beasley presented an event request from Rusty King for the Annual Crenshaw Kool Ridz car show at Turner Park on December 9, 2023 from 6:00 a.m. to 5:00 p.m.  Councilwoman Smyth made a motion to approve the Annual Crenshaw Kool Ridz car show at Turner Park on December 9, 2023 from 6:00 a.m. to 5:00 p.m. Councilman Billings seconded the motion and the vote was unanimously approved. 

Attorney Jones stated he sent a memorandum out on the Tarpon Tower lease where they had made that offer on. I told them the council would consider it at this meeting and I would let them know whether there was any interest from the council on their proposal. After some discussion, the council was in agreement to keep it like it is. Also, Attorney Jones asked the council if they wanted him to make a proposed amendment to the zoning ordinance to allow the digital sign or not allow it. The council was in agreement for Attorney Jones to prepare a proposed amendment to the zoning ordinance to allow the digital signage on the billboard. 

Mayor Beasley called for the approval of all the 2023-24 budgets. We have a recommendation from the Electric Board and Water Board to approve the budgets. After some discussion, Councilman Smith made a motion to adopt all the 2023-24 budgets as presented. Councilwoman Dawson seconded the motion and all was in favor. Councilman Jones stated with the electric department adjustments on the salaries wanting to go to a base of $18 and certified lineman $24 which we budgeted that in this year’s budget. Kirk Alsbrooks got with me while I was doing the budget and brought something to my attention. When we did the big adjustment he didn’t get anything. Now we are doing adjustment for the electric workers and he is a dual worker. He asked me for a bump of $34 an hour. What I did to be fair I ran the numbers and the average would be $29.50. I told him he deserved an adjustment but we have to be fair to everybody. The council was in agreement on the proposal for Mr. Alsbrooks and this has already been figured in the budget.

[bookmark: _GoBack]Councilwoman Smyth stated with the AMEA grant there is a designation in there for a new welcome signage. So it’s been ordered and you have seen the mockup from Blockwire in Goshen, but if you want some input in that it’s time to do it. Also, Councilwoman Smyth stated the funding from Representative Chris Sells came in Friday for the Friendliest City Festival coming up November 4th. 

Councilwoman Dawson asked for an update on Mr. Moore’s parking situation at the funeral home. I brought a check in for the pipe, but haven’t seen anything. Attorney Jones discussed not being able to find an easement for that property and discussed his concerns about who would be responsible if later something happens to the pipe. Attorney Jones stated he felt we needed to get a survey so we could do an easement, record it and have a signed document on record saying the city is not responsible. Attorney Jones stated since it’s the city’s drainage easement the city should probably pay for the survey. Attorney Jones stated he is working on this and will get back with Councilwoman Dawson. 

	Councilman Billings made a motion to adjourn the meeting. Councilman Jones seconded the motion.

	Meeting was adjourned.
