COUNCIL MEETING
CITY OF LUVERNE
August 28, 2023

	The City of Luverne Council met in regular session on August 28, 2023 at 5:30 p.m., in the City Hall Building. The following members were present:

	Mayor Ed Beasley
	Kip Smith, Councilman
Kathy Smyth, Councilwoman
Elliott Jones, Councilman
	Eddie Billings, Councilman
Mike Jones, Attorney
	Mike Johnson, Chief
	Margie Gomillion, Clerk

	Absent:
Betty Dawson, Councilwoman
	
	Visitors:
	Brock Flynn		Michelle Royals			
	Steve Defee		

	Mayor Beasley called the meeting to order. The mayor called on Councilman Billings to lead the pledge of allegiance to the flag and Steve Defee to say a prayer.

	The mayor called for the approval of the minutes of August 14, 2023. Councilman Billings made a motion to approve the minutes as written. Councilman Jones seconded the motion and the vote was unanimously approved.

	Mayor Beasley called on Michelle Royals to speak. Ms. Royals stated in FY2019 we floated a bond to mill and resurface various city streets. That money that we floated the bond for we have an $80,000 or so bond note every year. When we did that we were already budgeting $50,000 a year, so this additional Rebuild Alabama gas tax money is another $30,000. We are taking the $50,000 plus the $30,000 to make the bond payment every year. This resolution is a transparency in government resolution which is part of the Rebuild Alabama gas tax requirement. So, every year you have to pass a resolution in August telling the people and post it transparently what you are going to do with the money, then next year in January we will do a report saying what you did with it last year. This resolution is saying we are going to do debt servicing with the approximate $34,270 that we expect to get next year. After some discussion, Councilman Jones made a motion to adopt Resolution No. 082823 Resolution Adopting Transportation Plan Pursuant to the Rebuild Alabama Act (ACT 2019-2). Councilman Billings seconded the motion and all was in favor. The resolution is as follows:

 RESOLUTION NO. 082823
Resolution Adopting Transportation Plan Pursuant
to the Rebuild Alabama Act (ACT 2019-2)

WHEREAS, the Alabama legislature in Act. No. 2019-2 adopted the Rebuild
Alabama Act;

WHEREAS, the Rebuild Alabama Act provides for an allocation among the municipalities  of the state on the basis of the ratio of population of each municipality to the total  population  of all municipalities of the state a portion  of the additional taxes levied   under   the Act to be used for transportation infrastructure, improvement, preservation and maintenance;

WHEREAS, the Act provides that the municipal governing body of the City of Luverne shall adopt an annual Transportation Plan no later than August 31 which shall provide a detailed list of projects for which expenditures are intended to be made in the next fiscal year and shall be based upon an estimate of the revenues anticipated from the fund in which the additional revenue is deposited during the next fiscal year; and

WHEREAS, the Act further provides that any such funds shall be used only for the maintenance, improvement, replacement, and construction of roads and bridges maintained by the City of Luverne and such other uses as are defined in the Act.

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, by the City Council of the City of 
Luverne as follows:

1. The City Council of the City of Luverne hereby passes this Resolution as its Transportation Plan submitted in compliance with the Rebuild Act, Act No. 2019-2.

2. Pursuant to the Act, the City Council of the City of Luverne estimates that its anticipated allocation from the Rebuild Alabama Act fund for FY 2024 will be approximately $34,270.00.

3. Pursuant to the Act, the City anticipates expending funds received pursuant to the Act,   in part or in whole, to fund any of the following listed projects:

• Bond Debt Servicing issued in FY 2019 to Mill & Resurface various City Streets (See Attached Map)

4.  	The City Clerk is hereby authorized and instructed to post a copy of this Resolution as its Transportation Plan in a conspicuous place at the City Municipal Hall and also on the website of the City of Luverne.

5. 	The City Clerk has established a separate fund maintained by the City of Luverne for receipt and deposit of funds received pursuant to the Act, the proceeds of which shall be expended solely for the maintenance, improvement, replacement and construction of roads and bridges maintained by the City and such other uses as are authorized by the Act.

PASSED and ADOPTED by the City Council of the City of Luverne, Alabama, this 28th day of August, 2023.

	Under old business, Councilman Jones stated we did not get awarded the EV grant, but we can submit the fee for the grant writing from Ms. Sara Byard to AMEA for reimbursement. 
	
	The mayor called on the city clerk for the administrative report. Routine work was performed. 
	 
Mayor Beasley called on the chief’s report. Councilman Smith read the report. Since the last meeting, the police department had 178 calls, 58 traffic stops, wrote 42 citations, and gave 16 warnings. The department made 6 misdemeanor arrests. There has been 2 animal control calls since the last meeting. 

	The mayor called on Councilman Billings for a recreation report. Councilman Billings stated it’s just kind of a down time right now just putting things back together. 

	Mayor called on Mr. Defee for a report on the airport. Mr. Defee stated we received another annual inspection on June 27th of this year. I wasn’t aware of it, but they called and emailed me the report last week. They apologized for not letting us know that they were there. We have three specific violations that we need to comply with as soon as possible for them to reissue our license to operate as a city airport which are as follows:

1. There are trees on each end of the runway that need to be removed. We will be cutting the trees as we can get to them.
2. There are ruts that were found in the runway safety area. We will place topsoil in the ruts.
3. There is an active fuel leak, which is contaminating the soil under a truck. This truck belongs to Travis Capps and he will remove the truck from the site. We will remove the contaminated soil.

We are in compliance, but need maintenance with airport lighting. They want us to extend lighting on each end of the runway. I will check on the price for the added lights. The final thing they asked me about is we have to come up with a plan to resurface the taxiway and tarmac. A crew is coming to the county maybe one day this week or next to do some resurfacing on some roads on the northern part of the county. I spoke with Michelle Royals today to see if they will come look and give us some sort of estimate.  We are not in complete violation of at the moment but it’s something that’s going to happen. After further discussion, Councilman Smith made a motion that once Steve Defee gets a quote to resurface the taxiway and tarmac at the airport that the mayor has permission to use his discretion to approve the resurfacing if the city has the funds to do it. Councilman Jones seconded the motion and the vote was unanimously approved. There was discussion of possible grants the city could receive for the airport once it is in compliance.

	  The mayor called on Councilman Smith to report on Fire/Rescue. Councilman Smith stated the new education equipment will be serviced tomorrow. 

	Mayor Beasley presented Resolution 082823(A) CDBG Water and Sewer System Improvements for Pepsi Bottling Company of Luverne. The mayor stated from the time they bid these to this point the costs have went up some. Attorney Jones stated when he spoke with Troy Hudson he indicated there were some funds that were available from Pepsi to help offset the difference. I spoke with Andrew with Pepsi today and was agreeable that would be done. The clerk stated the grant Pepsi is getting is $360,000 which is a RedLeg grant for infrastructure. Attorney Jones stated that was going to reduce the additional match. The way I understood it was that Pepsi understood they were going to have to make up the difference whatever it was. After further discussion, Councilman Jones made a motion to adopt Resolution 082823(A) CDBG Water and Sewer System Improvements for Pepsi Bottling Company of Luverne to award contract to L&K Contracting Company, Inc. Councilwoman Smyth seconded the motion and all was in favor. The resolution is as follows:



[bookmark: _GoBack]CITY OF LUVERNE
RESOLUTION NO. 082823(A)

COMMUNITY DEVELOPMENT BLOCK GRANT  
PROJECT NO. SM-ED-PF-22-005
WATER & SEWER SYSTEM IMPROVEMENTS FOR PEPSI BOTTLING COMPANY OF LUVERNE

WHEREAS, the City of Luverne advertised for bids in connection with the water and sewer portion of CDBG Number SM-ED-PF-22-005, and

WHEREAS, a bid opening was held August 18, 2023, and three sealed bids were received and opened publically at City Hall on this date, and 

WHEREAS, Southern Engineering Solutions, Inc has recommended the contract be awarded to L & K Contracting Company, Inc in the amount of $1,025,504.00, and  

WHEREAS, L & K Contracting Company, Inc is not debarred from working on federally funded project per SAM.gov search results attached hereto, and

WHEREAS, it has been determined that it is in the best interest of the City of Luverne to enter into a contract with L & K Contracting Company, Inc.

NOW, THEREFORE, LET IT BE RESOLVED by the Mayor and the Council of the City of Luverne, Alabama as follows:

SECTION 1. That the contract for Water & Sewer System Improvements for Pepsi Bottling Company of Luverne CDBG Project No. SM-ED-PF-22-005 be awarded to L & K Contracting Company, Inc in the amount of $1,025,504.00. 

SECTION 3. That this action is based on the current interpretation of ADECA procurement policy with is acknowledged by this resolution and ADECA policy on file. 

SECTION 4. That Ed Beasley, in his capacity as Mayor, is hereby authorized and directed to execute said contract on behalf of the City of Luverne. 

PASSED, ADOPTED AND APPROVED this 28th day of August, 2023.

	The mayor stated the city bridges were due for inspection and Michelle Royals inspected them a couple of months ago.  They have been inspected and approved for two more years. 

	Mayor Beasley stated the bridge at Douglas Park has been repaired.

	The mayor stated the time for trick-or-treat needed to be set for Tuesday, October 31st. Councilman Smith made a motion to set the time for trick-or-treat on Tuesday, October 31st from 5:30 p.m. to 7:00 p.m. Councilman Jones seconded the motion and the vote was unanimously approved. 

	Mayor Beasley presented an event request from the Crenshaw County Chamber of Commerce for the Treats-on-Us on October 31, 2023 from 5:00 p.m. to 7:00 p.m. in Downtown Luverne. Councilman Billings made a motion to approve the Treats-on-Us on October 31, 2023 from 5:00 p.m. to 7:00 p.m. at Downtown Luverne. Councilman Smith seconded the motion and all was in favor.

The mayor presented an event request from Kathy Smyth for the 2nd Annual Friendliest City Festival on November 4, 2023 from 8:00 a.m. to 8:00 p.m. at Douglas Park. Councilman Jones made a motion to approve the 2nd Annual Friendliest City Festival on November 4, 2023 from 8:00 a.m. to 8:00 p.m.at Douglas Park. Councilman Smith seconded the motion and the vote was as follows:

Yea: 	Kip Smith		Abstained: Kathy Smyth
	           	Elliott Jones
		Eddie Billings

The motion carried. Councilwoman Smyth stated those were the grants from Senator Barfoot and Representative Sells for starting up this that came from the Alabama Tourism Department.  

Mayor Beasley presented the council with Ordinance 23-01 amending the City of Luverne Code of Ordinances Section 20-2-5 water and sewer rates.  After some discussion, Councilman Jones made a motion for unanimous consent to consider Ordinance 23-01. The motion was seconded by Councilman Billings and the vote was unanimously approved. Councilman Jones made a motion to adopt Ordinance 23-01 effective October 1, 2023 after being published in the paper. Councilman Billings seconded the motion and all was in favor. The Ordinance is as follows:

AMENDING THE CITY OF LUVERNE CODE OF ORDINANCES
	
Be it ordained by the City Council of the City of Luverne, Alabama, that Section 20-2-5 of the Code of Ordinances of the City of Luverne is hereby amended to read as follows:

Section 20-2-5				Rates

The following water rates shall apply to each user of water.

Residential
$13.00 plus $1.95 per 1,000 gallons per customer, per month

Commercial
$13.00 plus $2.25 per 1,000 gallons per customer, per month

Industrial
$13.00 plus $2.38 per 1,000 gallons per customer, per month

Sewer rates as follows:

Residential
$15.00 plus $2.35 per 1,000 gallons per customer, per month

Commercial
$34.00 plus $2.45 per 1,000 gallons per customer, per month
	This ordinance shall become effective on the 1st day of October, 2023.

	Adopted and approved this 28th day of August, 2023.

	The mayor stated the council needed to set a public hearing for the Luverne Strategic Plan. Councilman Jones made a motion to set the public hearing for the Luverne Strategic Plan for Monday, September 25, 2023 at 5:00 p.m. Councilman Smith seconded the motion and the vote was unanimously approved. 

Mayor Beasley called on Brock Flynn to speak. Mr. Flynn stated at the last Water Board meeting he was asked to get another quote to tear down the 60,000 gallon blue water tank. Everyone has a copy of the quote. The quote is from R.E. McLean Tank Company, Inc. and there quote is $81,000. 

Councilwoman Smyth reminded everyone that the libraries Storywalk opening ceremony is tomorrow morning at 9:30 a.m. at Turner Park.

Councilman Smith stated the billboard honoring the 7U boys looks good. Mayor Beasley stated we received a sweet note and picture from the 7U All-Star team thanking us for our contribution that made their trip to the World Series a reality. They stated they are grateful to be given the opportunity to represent our county and state.  

Councilman Billings stated a lot of the same boys from the 7U has stayed together and won a travel ball tournament this weekend. 

Attorney Jones stated we need to talk about Verano. Attorney Jones stated he told the folks from the other company, Twisted Herb, that the council was meeting tonight and I would try to let them know something tomorrow. There was some discussion of pros and cons for the two companies and whether to wait on Verano to see if they are licensed or offer the building to Twisted Herb. The council was in agreement for Attorney Jones to speak with Verano about paying a deposit if we hold the building for them more than 30 days. 

	Councilman Billings made a motion to adjourn the meeting. Councilman Jones seconded the motion.

	Meeting was adjourned.
