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CITY OF LUVERNE
August 14, 2023

	The City of Luverne Council met in regular session on August 14, 2023 at 5:30 p.m., in the City Hall Building. The following members were present:

	Mayor Ed Beasley
	Betty Dawson, Councilwoman
Kip Smith, Councilman
Kathy Smyth, Councilwoman
Elliott Jones, Councilman
	Eddie Billings, Councilman
	Mike Johnson, Chief
	Margie Gomillion, Clerk

	Absent:
	Mike Jones, Attorney

	Visitors:
	Brock Flynn		Billy Crumpton		Rodrick Lowery
	Steve Defee		Keyion Lowery
							
	Mayor Beasley called the meeting to order. The mayor called on Councilwoman Dawson to lead the pledge of allegiance to the flag and Steve Defee to say a prayer.

	The mayor called for the approval of the minutes of July 24, 2023. Councilman Billings made a motion to approve the minutes as written. Councilwoman Dawson seconded the motion and the vote was unanimously approved.
	
	Mayor Beasley called on the city clerk for the administrative report. Routine work was performed. The clerk reminded everyone tomorrow is the ground breaking for the Crenshaw County Athletic Complex and RV Park at 9:30 a.m. Also, I gave everyone a list updating you of all the grants we have going on right now.  Councilman Jones stated we were not awarded the EV grant. We will try again next year.

	Under old business, the mayor stated the company Verano that was interested in the Vanity Fair building did not get a contract. I spoke with Attorney Jones and he said it’s not over yet; there is still a very good chance that they will get licensed for the Vanity Fair Building.    

The mayor called on the chief’s report. Councilman Smith read the report. Since the last meeting, the police department had 251 calls, 51 traffic stops, wrote 32 citations, and gave 19 warnings. The department made 4 misdemeanor arrests. There has been 5 animal control calls since the last meeting. 

	Mayor Beasley called on Councilman Billings for a recreation report. Councilman Billings stated everything is going fine with Parks & Rec right now. Mr. Kelley is cutting the grass and keeping everything clean under Mr. Sport’s direction. We do have a drain backed up. The water is backing up under the big shed. The park just hosted an adult co-ed tournament, a 6U tournament and two birthday parties. The mayor asked Mr. Crumpton to get with Mr. Alsbrooks to go to Turner Park to blow out the drainage system that’s stopped up. Councilwoman Smyth stated the concert at Turner Park was nicely attended and everything looked nice out there. Councilwoman Smyth asked about the mulch for the playground. Councilman Billings stated the border has come in but we are still waiting on the chips. 

	The mayor called on Mr. Defee for a report on the airport. Mr. Defee stated everything is good. We are losing one of our renters because he is actually moving to Elba, which is closer for him. He appreciates everything we have done to accommodate him up to this point. The fencing that we put up, for the most part, has eliminated the original problem that we were having. I would like to petition the council to budget roughly around $10,000 to get the fence across the very front. 

	 Mayor Beasley stated he talked with Mrs. Kathyrn and they are having a good summer and early fall turnout. 

	 The mayor called on Councilman Smith to report on Fire/Rescue. Councilman Smith stated if you will notice on the paper with the grants the clerk gave us we have been awarded a $250,000 grant for a new ambulance. The unit has been on order just waiting on a chassis to come in so they can start building it. On the fire department side, I had discussed last meeting about an issue with a response that was a Pike County issue with a delayed paging. Since then, Luverne, Goshen, and Glenwood Fire Departments have gotten together to come up with an automatic dispatch to structure fires or a grass fire, etc., that possibly endangering a structure fire if we have a unit available. Everyone has a copy of the agreement.  After further discussion, Councilman Jones made a motion to allow the adoption of the Automatic/Mutual Aid Agreement between Glenwood, Goshen and Luverne Volunteer Fire Departments.  Councilwoman Dawson seconded the motion. The vote was as follows:

	Yea: 	Betty Dawson		Abstained: Kip Smith
	         	Kathy Smyth
	         	Elliott Jones
		Eddie Billings

The motion carried.

	Mayor Beasley stated the Brantley Athletic Club had their golf tournament fund raiser. When Luverne Athletic club had ours they really showed up, so I gave them a personal check for a sign with compliments of City of Luverne mayor and council. 

	 The mayor stated Jeff Strowd’s appointment on the planning commission will expire this month. Councilman Smith made a motion to reappoint Jeff Stroud to the planning commission. Councilman Jones seconded the motion and all was in favor.

	Mayor Beasley called on Keyion Lowery to discuss his new business called Bill Henry’s. Mr. Lowery introduced himself and his brother, Bobo Lowery. Mr. Lowery stated they are bringing a new business here in town named Bill Henry’s and are pretty excited about it. We ran into a little issue, basically the utility deposit. We just feel if we are a new business coming into town that is possibly bringing money into the county and for a startup we think it is kind of unfair to charge a startup business based on an amount on a previous business that was in a location that we are going into. We are not looking for any favors or anything like that. We are just asking for a consideration on the bill for any startup business. After some discussion, Councilwoman Smyth will get Mr. Lowery contact information for Robyn Snellgrove with the Crenshaw County Economic & Industrial Development Authority to see if she can assist the new business in anyway. 

	The mayor presented an event request from Jeff Penn with the Glory Road Ministry’s for the 2nd Annual Revival at the Park on September 20-23, 2023 at Turner Park. Councilman Billings made a motion to approve the 2nd Annual Revival at the Park on September 20-23, 2023 at Turner Park. Councilman Jones seconded the motion and the vote was as follows:

Yea: 	Betty Dawson		Abstained: Kip Smith
	         	Kathy Smyth
	         	Elliott Jones
		Eddie Billings

The motion carried.

	Councilwoman Dawson stated she would like to thank everyone for their contribution to the dedication of the historical marker. Everything turned out wonderful. I attended a training at Bishop State on August 3rd. I also got two quotes that Mr. Crumpton gave me for Mr. Moore’s part to fix the ditch by his funeral home. Steve Defee stated the original plan for that through the former engineer that spoke with Mr. Moore was for him to take care of the pipe and the city would take care of all the rest. That is as far as the in-kind work of installing it, clay material to go on it and the rock. The quotes are just recently for the pipe itself to be delivered to the city, which is all it will cost him. 

	Councilman Smith stated he thought the city needs to look at doing an amendment to the ordinance and whatever necessary paperwork because our garbage rates are real cheap. I think we need to look at raising the rate a little every year for 2-4 years. My understanding is rural garbage is around $26 a month and we are at $10.50 a month for residential pickup. Councilman Jones stated to recoup our cost for operations we need to be at $21 a month to break even. After further discussion, Councilman Smith will get with Attorney Jones and Councilman Jones to work on this. 

	Councilwoman Smyth stated she would like to thank the street department for the continued pickup of the storm damage around town and what you did on Woodford before the historical marker dedication; also, to the electric department for their timely response to the outage. That was much appreciated. 

	Councilman Jones stated we need to go ahead at the next meeting, if we could, to do what we need to do for the next round of adjustments from our water and sewer plan from Jackson & Thornton. I will get with Attorney Jones. 

	Councilman Billings stated he would like to congratulate Councilwoman Dawson on such a successful dedication of the historical marker. I hate I missed it, but I do appreciate you sharing that with me when I got back. It looked like you had a great crowd and I am proud for you. 

	Councilwoman Smyth stated you each have a copy of the strategic plan. This should be the final version. There is a step that we have to take as far as a resolution to adopt it, so this is your review. 

	Councilman Billings made a motion to adjourn the meeting. Councilman Jones seconded the motion.

	Meeting was adjourned.
