COUNCIL MEETING
CITY OF LUVERNE
July 24, 2023

	The City of Luverne Council met in regular session on July 24, 2023 at 5:30 p.m., in the City Hall Building. The following members were present:

	Mayor Ed Beasley
	Betty Dawson, Councilwoman
Kip Smith, Councilman
Kathy Smyth, Councilwoman
Elliott Jones, Councilman
	Eddie Billings, Councilman
	Mike Jones, Attorney
	Mike Johnson, Chief
	Margie Gomillion, Clerk

	Visitors:
	Jeff Faulkner		Mason Adcock
							
	Mayor Beasley called the meeting to order. The mayor called on Councilwoman Dawson to lead the pledge of allegiance to the flag and Councilman Billings to say a prayer.

	The mayor called for the approval of the minutes of July 10, 2023. Councilman Billings made a motion to approve the minutes as written. Councilwoman Dawson seconded the motion and the vote was unanimously approved.

	Under unfinished/old business, the mayor reported Brock Flynn stated there will be someone here tomorrow to give a 2nd estimate on tearing down the blue water tank. Also, he is waiting on two estimates for the pipe that is collapsing on N. Woodford Avenue at Hick’s. The mayor stated he visited with Mr. Jackson today and we have another pipe collapsed on S. Woodford Avenue. Councilwoman Dawson asked about the ditch next to Moore’s Funeral Home. The mayor stated we will check to see where we stand on the grant for the relief of the drainage by the funeral home.

	Mayor Beasley called on the city clerk for the administrative report. Routine work was performed. 

The mayor called on the chief’s report. Since the last meeting, the police department had 164 calls, 41 traffic stops, wrote 25 citations, and gave 16 warnings. The department made 4 misdemeanor arrest. There has been 1 animal control call since the last meeting. 

	Mayor Beasley called on Councilman Billings for a recreation report. Councilman Billings stated the 7U All-Star team went to Center, Texas and they are Dixie Youth World Series Runner Up. I would like to ask the council to approve a resolution for Attorney Jones to write up. Merrill and I have talked about having a little celebration recognition for them out at the park when the resolution is ready. At this time, everything is routine at the park such as cleaning, cutting grass, pressure washing, keeping the walking trail up and getting things back in working order. We do have a runoff problem. The Luverne Journal contacted Merrill and wanted to know if the city wanted to take a full page banner across the front page for the 7U World Series Runner Up team. I told them I would bring before the council. It would be $225. I don’t know if we have done this before for other teams that have made it. 

	The mayor stated he spoke with Mr. Defee earlier today about the airport and he said everything at the airport is running smoothly. He is very happy with the fence and keeping people off the runway.

	 Mayor Beasley stated the library is in good shape. Mrs. Kathyrn said everything is going really well. 

	 The mayor called on Councilman Smith to report on Fire/Rescue. Everything is going good. Councilman Smith discussed running into an issue with a response. I would like to talk to the council about possibly as a mutual agreement to extend if Goshen has something out within an area over there that we would go an extra mile or so to go over into their territory to help cover and the same with them coming our way. We would like the grace of the council to allow us to go a mile or two if needed to help a neighboring department in another county. Councilman Billings made a motion to allow Councilman Smith to look into this and go through the process of doing a study and meet with the other fire departments to extend our range that’s going to be mutual all around. Councilman Jones seconded the motion. The vote was as follows:

	Yea: 	Betty Dawson		Abstained: Kip Smith
	         	Kathy Smyth
	         	Elliott Jones
		Eddie Billings

The motion carried.

	Councilwoman Smyth stated with part of the AMEA grant $2,000 of it is for side grants for downtown businesses. There will be four $500 grants available to businesses for broken windows, awnings or new door, etc. That should be up and going within the next month or two. If it goes well and we see there is a need next year we will ask AMEA for the same amount or to increase it. 

	Mayor Beasley called on Jeff Faulkner to speak on a building proposal for spec homes. Mr. Faulkner stated its basically tiny homes with projected one bedroom and one bath up to 600-700 square feet. Mr. Faulkner discussed at first having a specific place to build the homes, but that location may not be now. So now I’m asking you to pass the proposed idea on what we are proposing for the small houses because where we want to put them may change. There was discussion that the city ordinance only allows one single family dwelling per lot no matter the zone.  Attorney Jones told Mr. Faulkner that he would have to come up with something totally new to allow for something like this because, unfortunately our code is not set up for this.  Mr. Faulkner discussed the City of Troy adopting for condominium lots. After some discussion, the mayor asked the chief to contact the City of Troy to see what they did to allow this type of homes. The mayor thanked Mr. Faulk for coming. 

	The mayor presented an event request from Stae Sanders with the Crenshaw County Volunteer Fire Association for the rodeo on August 4-5, 2023 at Tom Harbin Farm Center. Councilman Billings made a motion to approve the rodeo on August 4-5, 2023 at Tom Harbin Farm Center. Councilman Smith seconded the motion and the vote was unanimously approved.

[bookmark: _GoBack]	Councilwoman Dawson stated the blood drive is tomorrow from 9 a.m. - 3 p.m.  Hopefully we will get at least five to ten people to donate. Also, next Wednesday I will be joining Councilwoman Smyth in Mobile at Bishop State for the 3rd class of our Alabama League of Municipalities Economic Development Academy. Councilwoman Dawson stated Mrs. Shelia Sasser on Country Club Drive contacted her about a ditch across from her house that needs cutting.

	Councilwoman Smyth discussed loud pipes at the corner of Highway 331 and Glenwood Road. 

	Mayor Beasley stated when we got almost through cleaning up from the storm I called Jason Reeves, the mayor of Troy. He said he would send a driver and a grapple truck here. When I got back with Billy and Brock we were within two days of getting it up. I’m going to send Mr. Reeves a thank you card for that offer. 

	Councilman Jones made a motion to do a resolution for the 7U players for the World Series. Councilman Smith seconded the motion and all was in favor. 

	Councilman Jones stated he’s had complaints about people parking cars on roadway. After some discussion, Councilman Jones asked Attorney Jones to look into this and report back at the next meeting. Also, I want to report on the FEMA public assistance off of the storms June 14, 2023. We met our threshold and the state made their threshold by about $300,000 so FEMA came in started doing the assessments. We got a declaration at the state level and they were going to send it up to the federal level to get that money put in, but one county over inflated some numbers. FEMA got mad and pulled that entire project. That put us back under a threshold so we won’t get any governmental reimbursements. 

	Next, Councilman Jones stated Scott at E911 mentioned they are going to be requesting an increase across the board from everybody on 911 services. The increase he is going to ask for will be around a 10% increase because of cost. 

	Councilwoman Smyth stated she had a citizen that is concerned about all the trash that is around town from the past couple of weeks that wasn’t from the storm damage. People stacking stuff out by the road without no containment. They wanted to know if there is some way we could try to reiterate that code section or rule of what you can put out by the road and how you can put out by the road. Either Facebook post or a note on the electric bill. 

	Councilman Jones stated he has been working on the budget. Councilman Jones discussed the need to look at raising garbage rates.
	
	Councilman Billings made a motion to adjourn the meeting. Councilwoman Smyth seconded the motion.

	Meeting was adjourned.
