COUNCIL MEETING
CITY OF LUVERNE
July 10, 2023

	The City of Luverne Council met in regular session on July 10, 2023 at 5:30 p.m., in the City Hall Building. The following members were present:

	Mayor Ed Beasley
	Betty Dawson, Councilwoman
Kip Smith, Councilman
Kathy Smyth, Councilwoman
Elliott Jones, Councilman
	Eddie Billings, Councilman
	Mike Jones, Attorney
	Mike Johnson, Chief
	Margie Gomillion, Clerk

	Visitors:
	Billy Crumpton	Brock Flynn		Steve Defee
	Stae Sanders		Mason Adcock
							
	Mayor Beasley called the meeting to order. The mayor called on Councilman Billings to lead the pledge of allegiance to the flag and Steve Defee to say a prayer.

	The mayor called for the approval of the minutes of June 26, 2023. Councilman Billings made a motion to approve the minutes as written. Councilman Smith seconded the motion and the vote was unanimously approved.

	Under unfinished/old business, the mayor asked Mr. Crumpton how the trash pickup is going with all the debris from the storms. Mr. Crumpton stated we will get Reid Loop last because they have so much. We are trying to get inside the city limits first. We will probably be at Reid Loop for a solid month. The mayor stated he will call Greenville and Troy tomorrow to see if we can either borrow or rent a grapple truck.

	Mayor Beasley stated we wrote checks to our engineering firm for the Jeffcoat Street and Pepsi project, so they are getting ready to kick off. 

	The mayor called on the city clerk for the administrative report. Routine work was performed. 

Mayor Beasley called on the chief’s report. Since the last meeting, the police department had 147 calls, 30 traffic stops, wrote 19 citations, and gave 11 warnings. The department made 1 misdemeanor and 1 felony arrest. There has been 2 animal control calls since the last meeting. 

	The mayor called on Councilman Billings for a recreation report. Councilman Billings stated the park is winding down. We have thinned the staff out. David Ammons is retired from service. This weekend we have two events. Highland Home softball is having a fundraiser and there will be a girl’s 6U Summer Sizzler tournament. Everyone has a copy of a previous and adjusted budget. We will save roughly $6,000. Hopefully next year we will be able to save around $17,000. We still need a gator and that item will be purchased when it needs to be purchased. The fireworks last week were really good. They were some of the best I remember seeing lately. The mayor stated he wanted to comment on the proposed budget for the park.  If we can operate on this proposed budget, we can save about $35,000 just on the administrative end. It’s not a full time position, so we are not paying insurance on an employee, vacation, etc. so this will be a big benefit in my opinion. I think it ran pretty smooth this year. 

[bookmark: _GoBack]	Mayor Beasley called on Mr. Defee to report on the airport. Mr. Defee stated everything is good. The only thing lacking on the fence that was installed is the gate to be reinstalled for Mr. Weaver. As soon as the city can help we can get that put back up. We did get inspected again by ALDOT, but we haven’t got any kind of report. 

	 The mayor stated the girls at the library really appreciated their two day 4th of July holiday. They were off the 3rd and 4th.  

	 Mayor Beasley called on Councilman Smith to report on fire/rescue. The fire department got the last of the equipment in. We should stay right at under budget. 

	Councilwoman Smyth stated she sent out emails earlier today for everyone’s review about Mid Term & Short Term rentals/VRBO/Airbnb with the differences between those. We will need to work with Attorney Jones on coding and wording to put a plan in place. 

	 The mayor presented an event request from Beth Rogers for a Luverne Rock Snake at 15 S. Forest Avenue beginning June 11, 2023. Councilwoman Dawson made a motion to approve the Luverne Rock Snake at 15 S. Forest Avenue beginning June 11, 2023. Councilwoman Smyth seconded the motion and the vote was unanimously approved. 

Mayor Beasley presented an event request from Stae Sanders with the Crenshaw County Volunteer Fire Association for a Live Band promotion for the rodeo & city on August 3, 2023 at Turner Park from 5:30 p.m. - 9:30 p.m. Councilman Billings made a motion to approve the Live Band promotion for the rodeo & city on August 3, 2023 at Turner Park from 5:30 p.m. - 9:30 p.m.. Councilman Jones seconded the motion and the vote was unanimously approved.

	Councilwoman Dawson stated everyone has a copy of an invitation for the dedication of the Historical Marker for the Crenshaw County Training School - Woodford Avenue High School at the Board of Education Building on Saturday, July 29, 2023 at 10:00 a.m. The media is coming and we want everybody who possibly can to come out. 
	
	Councilman Billings made a motion to adjourn the meeting. Councilwoman Smyth seconded the motion.

	Meeting was adjourned.
