COUNCIL MEETING
CITY OF LUVERNE
June 26, 2023

	The City of Luverne Council met in regular session on June 26, 2023 at 5:30 p.m., in the City Hall Building. The following members were present:

	Mayor Ed Beasley
	Betty Dawson, Councilwoman
Kip Smith, Councilman
Kathy Smyth, Councilwoman
Elliott Jones, Councilman
	Eddie Billings, Councilman
	Mike Jones, Attorney
	Mike Johnson, Chief
	Margie Gomillion, Clerk

	Visitors:
	Billy Crumpton	Ryan McGhee
							
	Mayor Beasley called the meeting to order. The mayor called on Councilman Jones to lead the pledge of allegiance to the flag and Mike Jones to say a prayer.

	The mayor called for the approval of the minutes of June 12, 2023. Councilman Billings made a motion to approve the minutes as written. Councilman Jones seconded the motion and the vote was unanimously approved.

	Under unfinished/old business, Councilwoman Smyth stated the mayor asked her to look into short term rental information. Councilwoman Smyth stated there is a lot of information. Councilwoman Smyth stated she will make copies of pertinent information and try to send everyone a synopsis to discuss at a meeting. 

	Mayor Beasley called on the city clerk for the administrative report. Routine work was performed. 

The mayor called on the chief’s report. Since the last meeting, the police department had 165 calls, 14 traffic stops, wrote 8 citations, and gave 6 warnings. The department made 4 misdemeanor and 1 felony arrests. There has been 4 animal control calls since the last meeting. 

	Mayor Beasley called on Councilman Billings for a recreation report. Councilman Billings stated our 7U boys finished runner up in the state and qualified to play in the World Series. They will play on July 20th in Center, Texas. Merrill Sport has asked for the city to free up some money to help offset cost of rooms for the players. Mr. Sport is proposing $200/player. There are 11 players and he is also asking the county and Brantley for support as well. It will be a maximum of $6,000 for just the rooms if they stay all 4 nights. I think this is the first boys’ team from Luverne to qualify for the Dixie World Series. We still have two teams, our 8U and 10U boys, finishing up state in two weeks. All the girl teams have finished out with our 6U finishing 3rd in their state tournament. One other problem we have out there is we need to do something under the playground. The mulch needs to be replaced if it can be found in their budget. Also, Merrill has a request to use the park on July 1st from 10 am - 4 pm. This is the day we will be setting up and shooting fireworks. After some discussion, the council was in agreement to leave that up to the discretion of Councilman Billings. Councilman Billings stated they are working on the restroom partitions, getting ready to paint and new toilet seats to be installed. The mayor stated he cancelled the order on a $13,500 machine that we didn’t need that the prior park director ordered. The current directors both say we can get by better with a new gator. 

	 The mayor stated the library worked on Juneteenth because they had an event already planned that day. I told them they could take off the 3rd of July to make up for Juneteenth. 

	 Mayor Beasley called on Councilman Smith to report on fire/rescue. Councilman Smith stated we have already discussed the fireworks is this Saturday at dark. Tomorrow the fire department has been requested to bring a truck to the school for their summer reading program. The last part that we ordered for the new truck came in today.  The storm that came through messed up one of our flags. The mayor approved to order a new set of flags and an extra Airforce flag to replace that one. The mayor stated about three weeks ago we didn’t have a flag flying at Turner Park and Councilman Smith came up with a nice American flag, so we took a bucket truck out there and rehung the harness so we could fly our American flag. I appreciate that.

	Councilwoman Smyth stated the Farmers Market is every Monday from 3 p.m. – 6 p.m., at the Tom Harbin Ag Center. There are nice vendors with lots of fruits, vegetables and baked goods. 

	The mayor stated the bids came back on our surplus equipment just a little under $48,000. The mayor discussed putting in a truck park for the guys driving log trucks and long distance who don’t have anywhere to park out at the Industrial Park. The chief discussed getting a price from the county that included everything but one part of a fence. The chief stated other city’s charge anywhere from $800 - $1500 a year. Councilwoman Smyth stated the Industrial Park from my understanding can only be used for certain uses. There are certain things you can and cannot do on the property and in the Industrial Park. After some discussion, the chief will get with Attorney Jones about the restrictions at the Industrial Park. 

	Mayor Beasley stated we need somewhere to store the new equipment coming in. The mayor suggested, if possible, building a pole barn at the parking lot of the old Luverne Slacks Factory. It would be covenant to every department. Councilman Smith suggested looking at building one at the lagoon. 

	Councilwoman Dawson stated she attended the CMO Regional training last Thursday in Dothan. There will be a blood drive July 25th from 10 a.m.-4 p.m., across from the Police Department. 

	Councilman Smith stated he would like to give a big shout out to all of our employees for all the hard work, lots of overtime and everything they have done over the last couple of weeks with all our storm damage. 

[bookmark: _GoBack]Councilwoman Smyth stated she would like to ask the chief to run the radar machine again.

Councilman Jones stated he would like to give an update on the damages from the storms. I have been working with Brock and the county. Our threshold for FEMA in the county is $57,000. We are at $508,000 right now with another $375,000 in residential damages. I have an emergency declaration submitted for the City of Luverne, the county and all other municipalities. We have a state threshold we have to meet. We are still getting more numbers in. We have about 4 million state wide and we have to get to 8 million. 

The mayor called on Billy Crumpton to speak. Mr. Crumpton stated we have already hauled 70 loads of storm debris to the landfill.

Councilman Billings stated congratulations on the Juneteenth celebration. It looked like a good crowd was there. Councilwoman Dawson stated there were around 86 people in attendance. 

	Councilman Billings made a motion to adjourn the meeting. Councilwoman Smyth seconded the motion.

	Meeting was adjourned.
