COUNCIL MEETING
CITY OF LUVERNE
June 12, 2023

	The City of Luverne Council met in regular session on June 12, 2023 at 5:30 p.m., in the City Hall Building. The following members were present:

	Mayor Ed Beasley
	Betty Dawson, Councilwoman
Kip Smith, Councilman
Kathy Smyth, Councilwoman
	Eddie Billings, Councilman
	Mike Jones, Attorney
	Margie Gomillion, Clerk

	Absent:
	Elliott Jones, Councilman

	Visitors:
	Billy Crumpton	Brock Flynn		Steve Defee
	Leon Hiebert		Heather Hiebert	Steven Peoples			
							
	Mayor Beasley called the meeting to order. The mayor called on Councilwoman Smyth to lead the pledge of allegiance to the flag and Steve Defee to say a prayer.

	The mayor called for the approval of the minutes of May 22, 2023. Councilman Smith made a motion to approve the minutes as written. Councilman Billings seconded the motion and the vote was unanimously approved.

[bookmark: _GoBack]	Under unfinished/old business, the mayor stated he would turn it over to Attorney Jones to discuss ADEM and Glenwood. Attorney Jones stated he received a call from Bill Lott and Eric Reidy with ADEM last week who indicated they had talked to Mayor Beasley about this project. Mayor Beasley had indicated he would like to see some type of opt out or some kind of reevaluation after five years.  They called me and discussed with me they did not see how they could do that because they might put out all this money and in five years be in a very similar circumstance to what they are now. Attorney Jones stated he explained to them the council’s concern is the risk involved and the council is trying to minimize the risk. Attorney Jones stated they needed him to bring this information to the council and they are at a point where they need an answer in the morning. What they had given us earlier was the amount set aside for the Glenwood sewer was $273,550 and they have upped that to $900,000. Also, he stated Brock had indicated of the two million that was set aside for the lagoon probably all that was not going to be necessary because chances are we are not going to need to dredge the lagoon. Possibly only half of that would be needed for the lagoon and ADEM had no problem with the city using those funds for whatever may be needed to take care of Glenwood. Mr. Flynn stated what we had looked into doing was not to dredge the lagoon but to redo the pumping station that sits right there at the lagoon to grind the material before it went into the lagoon. Mr. Flynn stated right now our numbers in our lagoon are great. Mr. Flynn stated if you give them an out, Glenwood is yours forever. My main concern is Luverne’s future and we don’t have the manpower. After further discussion, Councilman Billings made a motion to decline ADEM’s offer to take over the Town of Glenwood. Councilwoman Smyth seconded the motion and the vote was unanimously approved. 

	Councilwoman Smyth discussed there may be potential federal funds available for rural water/sewer projects. Senator Tuberville’s staff is advising. This would be in next year’s budget. 

	The mayor stated we have about $2.5 million worth of equipment coming in and we are going to have to build something to put the equipment under. We need to look at where to put it and how much it is going to cost. 

	Mayor Beasley called on the city clerk for the administrative report. Routine work was performed. 

The mayor called on the chief’s report. Since the last meeting, the police department had 168 calls, 13 citations, and gave 4 warnings. The department made 14 misdemeanor and 1 felony arrests. There has been 4 animal control calls since the last meeting. 

	Mayor Beasley called on Councilman Billings for a recreation report. Councilman Billings stated some of the all-star teams played some warmup tournaments. All leagues are over. Both the boys’ 6U all-stars are finished. Girls and boys will start in Troy and Enterprise this weekend.  

	The mayor called on Steve Defee to report on the airport. The fence at the airport has been installed. We had already bought the material and now we owe them for the labor which is the remaining of that original quote. There were two gates that were on the north end of that fence that we took down. Mike Weaver who is a property owner across from the runway was his access to get to his property. We left that part open and I have spoken with Mr. Weaver and he asked that gate be put back up. I spoke with Mr. McGough today and he has the gates. One of the gates belong to him. We will get Mr. Weaver’s gate and get it put back up. Also, Attorney Jones has redone the lease agreement that we agreed on extending the time frame with Leon and Heather Hiebert with Alabama Plane Painting Company, LLC to a five year renewal. Also, the property behind the new hanger, which is the Crowell property, still has been nothing moved forward on it. We had agreed to clean it up and put a lien on it. There is already a lien on the property, so if we do that we would be number two if we go that route. 

	 Mayor Beasley called on Councilman Smith to report on fire/rescue. Councilman Smith reported there is no word on the new truck. Everybody is just staying busy. Remind everyone that the fireworks is July 1st at dark. 

	The mayor presented the council with an application for Tom Thumb Food Store 18 from the State of Alabama Alcoholic Beverage Control Board to sell 070 – Retail Table Wine (Off Premises Only) applied by Junior Food Stores of West Florida Inc., located at 423 S. Forest Avenue Luverne, Alabama 36049. Councilman Smith made a motion to approve application for Tom Thumb Food Store 18 from the State of Alabama Alcoholic Beverage Control Board to sell 070 – Retail Table Wine (Off Premises Only) applied by Junior Food Stores of West Florida Inc., located at 423 S. Forest Avenue Luverne, Alabama 36049. Councilwoman Dawson seconded the motion and all was in favor.
Councilwoman Dawson stated she had a flyer put in the councils packet inviting everyone to attend the Juneteenth celebration on Monday, June 19th at the Multipurpose Center from 10:30 a.m. to 2:00 p.m.

Councilman Smith stated Attorney Jones sent everyone an email about Airbnbs. Everyone needs to decide how we want to approach this as far as allowing this to take place. Attorney Jones stated you will need an ordinance to regulate it. The mayor asked Councilwoman Smyth to work on this. 
 
	Councilman Billings made a motion to adjourn the meeting. Councilman Smith seconded the motion.

	Meeting was adjourned.
