COUNCIL MEETING
CITY OF LUVERNE
May 22, 2023

	The City of Luverne Council met in regular session on May 22, 2023 at 5:30 p.m., in the City Hall Building. The following members were present:

	Mayor Ed Beasley
	Betty Dawson, Councilwoman
Kip Smith, Councilman
Kathy Smyth, Councilwoman
	Elliott Jones, Councilman
	Eddie Billings, Councilman
	Mike Jones, Attorney
	Mike Johnson, Chief
	Margie Gomillion, Clerk

	Visitors:
	Billy Crumpton	Kathyrn Tomlin	Kristen Sanders
	Leon Hiebert		Heather Hiebert				
							
	Mayor Beasley called the meeting to order. The mayor called on Councilman Jones to lead the pledge of allegiance to the flag and Councilman Billings to say a prayer.

	The mayor called for the approval of the minutes of May 8, 2023. Councilman Billings made a motion to approve the minutes as written. Councilman Smith seconded the motion and the vote was unanimously approved.

	Mayor Beasley called on Kathryn Tomlin with the Luverne Public Library to discuss a “Story Walk”. Mrs. Tomlin introduced Kristen Sanders with the Crenshaw County Extension Office. Mrs. Tomlin stated the library partnered with the extension office in 2016 to do programs. We are trying to find out if we have the city’s permission to create a story walk at Turner Park. Recently Mrs. Sanders came to the library and drew a chalk walk of the Very Hungry Caterpillar and the kids loved it. So we discussed a story walk that is designed for a park setting with a walking track. Mrs. Sanders stated a story walk would be a permanent type of signage that would go all through the walking trail. It is copyrighted and you have to put the trademark on the first sign. Unfortunately, you have to tear apart a book because you can’t take pictures. It has to be a physical book. The story is placed throughout the trail. The layout could be just on the walking trail and not do the front. The goal behind it is to get everybody up moving and outside. This will encourage to do more physical activity and literacy. The sign we have looked at that seems the best option is like a realtor sign. The signs would need to be reinforced with concrete. The cost for 40 signs would be around $1,400. Mrs. Tomlin stated she feels sure the Friends of the Library will pay for that. Mrs. Sanders stated her program would also help with the purchasing of the books so between the two of us we could have it fully funded. Councilman Billings stated he thought it is a great idea and he thought for the safety of the kids starting the story walk at the first gate of the walking trail and going around to the other gate would be best. Mrs. Sanders asked if it would be ok to put one sign at the entry talking about the story walk to direct them to it. The council was in agreement. Mrs. Sanders stated we would need assistance with the concrete and actual set up. After further discussion, Councilman Jones stated he would like to make a motion to allow Mrs. Tomlin to move forward with the story walk project. Councilwoman Dawson seconded the motion and all was in favor. Mrs. Tomlin stated everyone has a copy of a library update and summer schedule. 

	The mayor stated he spoke with Troy Hudson. They are getting the Pepsi project lined up, so expect them to start. Also, followed up on the W. 6 Street and Jeffcoat Street project. Should have some rip rap coming from FEMA on the Woodford project. 

	Mayor Beasley called on the city clerk for the administrative report. Routine work was performed. 

The mayor called on the chief’s report. Since the last meeting, the police department had 168 calls for service not including building checks. The department has made 25 traffic stops, has written 10 citations and gave 1 warning. The department made 10 misdemeanor and 1 felony arrests. There has been 3 animal control calls since the last meeting. The chief stated he spoke with the man for the fireworks. It has been set for July 1st and the first half of the installment has been made. The rain out date will have to be played by ear. 

	Mayor Beasley called on Councilman Billings for a recreation report. Councilman Billings stated the season is pretty much coming to a close. As far as the regular season goes we have one tie breaker between a group of boys that will happen tomorrow night. T-ball will wrap up tonight. We have four girl’s all-star teams participating and eight boys’ all-star teams participating.  If you get a chance, tell Merrill and David thank you. 

	The mayor called on Leon Hiebert to speak. Mr. Hiebert stated he just wanted to be present here tonight and to see what the progress is on the fence. Mr. Crumpton stated the trees are down. The mayor stated we have the material. Mr. Crumpton stated Mr. Defee has reached out to the fence company so we are waiting on them now. Mr. Hiebert wanted to make the council aware that I have more cameras installed. There was another incident of wedding pictures being taken out on the runway weekend before last. 
 
	 Mayor Beasley called on Councilman Smith to report on fire/rescue. Councilman Smith reported everything is going smooth. 

	The mayor called on Councilwoman Smyth to report on Economic Development. Councilwoman Smyth stated the AMEA grant funds have dropped. We will dispersing those in the next three or four months.  

Mayor Beasley presented the event request from Betty Dawson for a Juneteenth Celebration at the Furman Mitchell center on June 19, 2023. Councilwoman Smyth made a motion to approve the Juneteenth Celebration at the Furman Mitchell center on June 19, 2023. Councilman Billings seconded the motion and the vote was unanimously approved. 

[bookmark: _GoBack]The mayor called on Councilman Jones to speak. Councilman Jones stated the mayor mentioned before a need for either a pickup truck or a gas allowance due to city business that is being taken care of constantly. The mayor stated he didn’t mind using his personal truck. This is the first time that I’ve ever seen where we didn’t have a city manager or city engineer. I think 15 gallons a month would cover my expense on fuel. After further discussion. Councilman Jones made a motion to allow the mayor 15 gallons of month fuel expenditure. Councilman Billings seconded the motion. The vote was as follows:

Yea: 	Kip Smith		Nay:	 Betty Dawson
	         		Kathy Smyth 
	         		Elliott Jones
	         		Eddie Billings

The motion carried.

Councilwoman Dawson stated she attended the graduation at LBW. Luverne High School had two to graduate with an Associate Degree, Micaiah June and LaErykah Harrell. Last Monday I attended the Luverne Skill Nursing Care week at the nursing home and read a proclamation. I also passed a test for the Alabama League of Municipalities for the Duties of Mayor and Council. 

Councilman Smith stated he knows all our city crews have been busy. Richburg Hill Road is starting to get pretty rough. The mayor stated if it pleases the council he will contact the county engineer to work us into their routine. 

Councilwoman Smyth stated this Wednesday, May 24, 2023 from 3:00 – 4:30 p.m., at the John D Harrison Cultural Center is the wrap up of the strategic plan for the City of Luverne. I would like to thank you for allowing me to represent you at the League of Municipalities conference in Birmingham a few weeks ago. 

Councilman Billings stated to build on what Councilwoman Dawson said along with Micaiah June and LaErykah Harrell, Tanna Singleton from Crenshaw Christian Academy also graduated with an associate’s degree before she graduated from high school. Also, Councilman Billings stated he is getting a lot of complaints so the next time we have some hot mix together can we get some on Hawkins Avenue.

Mayor Beasley stated the chief is taking care of some lawns not being cleaned up. 

The chief stated I have spoken with Attorney Jones about getting inquiries on tiny homes wanting to put them on lots. He is going to look up the legality of it. From reading our description of a mobile home it sounds like it fits a description of a tiny home. It really doesn’t address it in our ordinance. 

Councilman Smith stated the gun at Memorial Curve has been painted. The mayor stated the flag pole at Douglas Park has been painted and looks good. 
 
	Councilman Billings made a motion to adjourn the meeting. Councilman Smith seconded the motion.

	Meeting was adjourned.
