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CITY OF LUVERNE
December 13, 2021

	The City of Luverne Council met in regular session on December 13, 2021 at 5:30 p.m., in the City Hall Building. The following members were present:
	
Mayor Ed Beasley
Betty Dawson, Councilwoman								Kip Smith, Councilman 
Kathy Smyth, Councilwoman 
Elliott Jones, Councilman 
Eddie Billings, Councilman 
Michelle Royals, Engineer
	Margie Gomillion, Clerk

	Absent:
	Mike Jones, Attorney 
		
	Visitors:
	Nick Atkinson
	Mason Adcock
	
	
	Mayor Beasley called the meeting to order. The mayor called on Kip Smith to lead the pledge of allegiance to the flag and Eddie Billings to say a prayer.

	The mayor called for the approval of the minutes of November 22, 2021.  Councilman Billings made a motion to approve the minutes as written. Councilman Jones seconded the motion and the vote was unanimously approved.

Mayor Beasley stated under unfinished business is the appointment to the Water Board to replace Morris Tate. The two nominations are Butch Speed and Eric Harrell. The mayor called for a vote to appoint Butch Speed to the Water Board. The vote was as follows:

Yea:	Kip Smith		Nay:	Betty Dawson
		Kathy Smyth			Elliot Jones
						Eddie Billings
	
The mayor then called for a vote to appoint Eric Harrell to the Water Board. The vote was as follows:

Yea:	Betty Dawson		Nay:	Kip Smith
	Elliott Jones			Kathy Smyth
	Eddie Billings

A majority vote was made to appoint Eric Harrell to the Water Board. 

	Mayor Beasley stated everyone has a copy of Engineer Royals’ departmental reports. Ms. Royals reported routine work was performed in all departments. Ms. Royals stated she signed the AMEA purchase order today to order all water and electric meters. The meter installation will occur in phases. Initially, only a small amount of meters will be installed at city facilities to allow for verification of accuracy. Then a larger sample size will be installed at a select few customer locations before the full installation at all remaining customer locations.  Councilman Smith discussed that candidates have been interviewed for the electric department and all have rejected the offer because of starting pay. Councilman Smith stated that the council may need to compensate better similar to what was done for the police department. The mayor stated that the only way to raise the required revenue would be to increase the utility service rates. After some discussion, the mayor asked the engineer to survey a few cities of a similar size to see what their utility rates are.

	Mayor Beasley called on the city clerk for the administrative report. Routine work was performed. 

	The mayor called everyone’s attention to the chief’s report. Since the last meeting, the police department had 234 calls for service, not including building checks. The department made over 72 traffic stops, wrote 50 citations and given 22 warnings. The department made 15 misdemeanor and 1 felony arrests. There were 1 animal control calls since the last meeting. 

	Councilman Billings asked the council to continue thinking about nominations for the Park Board Committee. 

	The mayor stated the library has had a good year.

	Councilwoman Smyth stated that lots of people passing through town have complimented the Christmas decorations and the feeling of Christmas spirit and community. The parade and the chamber event at the park also helped with that. 

	Councilman Smith stated that Luverne Hardware is fully functional again and he is glad to see them open again and our local businesses’ going strong. 

	Councilwoman Dawson stated she met with Tammy in regards to the blood drive next month. There will be flyers available approximately two weeks before the blood drive. The blood drive will be January 18th from 9:00 a.m. to 4:00 p.m. at the city parking lot located across from the old Family Dollar Store. 

	Councilwoman Smyth stated that there is a neighbor dispute over fencing in Councilman Smith’s district. One of the neighbors has requested a code review. It does not appear that a code currently exists to address the issue but they would like to promote a discussion and possibly a vote. After discussion, the mayor advised Councilwoman Smyth that this is a legal question for Attorney Jones. 

	Councilman Billings made a motion to adjourn the meeting. Councilwoman Smyth seconded the motion.

Meeting was adjourned.
