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CITY OF LUVERNE
November 22, 2021

	The City of Luverne Council met in regular session on November 22, 2021 at 5:30 p.m., in the City Hall Building. The following members were present:
	
Mayor Ed Beasley
Betty Dawson, Councilwoman								Kip Smith, Councilman 
Kathy Smyth, Councilwoman 
Elliott Jones, Councilman 
Eddie Billings, Councilman 
Mike Jones, Attorney 
Michelle Royals, Engineer
	Margie Gomillion, Clerk
		
	
	Visitors:
	Lomax Byrd		Nick Atkinson
	Mason Adcock
	
	
							
	Mayor Beasley called the meeting to order. The mayor called on Kip Smith to lead the pledge of allegiance to the flag and Kathy Smyth to say a prayer.

	The mayor called for the approval of the minutes of November 8, 2021.  Councilman Billings made a motion to approve the minutes as written. Councilman Jones seconded the motion and the vote was unanimously approved.

Mayor Beasley stated under unfinished business is the Water Board appointment to replace Morris Tate. Councilwoman Dawson reminded the Council that she nominated Larry Robinson at the last meeting but he has asked for his name to be withdrawn due to other commitments. Councilwoman Dawson stated she would like to nominate another person to replace Mr. Robinson which is Eric Harrell whom she has spoken with and is willing to serve.  After further discussion the mayor asked if there were any other nominations other than Eric Harrell and Butch Speed. There being none, Councilman Billings made a motion to close nominations. Councilman Jones seconded the motion and all was in favor. Councilman Billings stated he would like to speak to Mr. Harrell in person before voting since the board doesn’t meet again until January. Councilman Billings made a motion to table the appointment to the Water Board. Councilwoman Dawson seconded the motion and the vote was unanimously approved. 

	The mayor reported there are two grants that Ms. Royals wrote and we have been notified that we received both totaling $65,000. Ms. Royals stated that one of the grants was for street lights totaling $25,000 and the other will go toward replacing one of the two pumps in the Sister Schubert’s lift station. Both are Energy Efficiency Grants. Ms. Royals informed the Council that Christmas decoration installation began today. It will take a little more time to complete the pole mounts because we are waiting for bulbs. However, Douglas Park is complete. We also decided to move the oversized ornaments to the entrance of Turner Park. Otherwise normal routine work is being performed.  The installation of the irrigation in the downtown planter boxes began last week. Water and electrical conduit will be installed in all three blocks. Councilwoman Smyth stating we are also going to be replacing some of the trees that had to be removed when they died. We have some replacements ordered and the city workers will be planting those. The mayor asked Engineer Royals to get a few trees to replace the ones at the park in February or March. Councilwoman Dawson asked about the grant that Ms. Royals applied for to do the lights by the mural. Ms. Royals stated that we are currently researching mounting brackets. We received $5,000 towards the purchase of the lights, mounting brackets, and installation. The biggest concern is the age of those buildings that the lights will be attached to. Our attorney has prepared waivers for the building owners to sign.

	Mayor Beasley called on the city clerk for the administrative report. Routine work was performed. The clerk reported auditors are here this week for the city’s yearly audit. There was discussion of the annual employee meeting in December. Councilman Billing made a motion for the clerks and engineer to handle the employee’s annual meeting this year. Councilwoman Smyth seconded the motion and all was in favor. The employee’s annual meeting will immediately follow the regular December 13th at approximately 6:00 p.m. The council agreed to take the new council pictures at the 1st meeting in January. 

	The mayor called everyone’s attention to the chief’s report. Since the last meeting, the police department had 197 calls for service, not including building checks. The department made over 71 traffic stops, wrote 60 citations and given 11 warnings. The department made 8 misdemeanor and 1 felony arrests. There were 1 animal control calls since the last meeting. 

	Mayor Beasley stated he thought it was time to put the park board back together under Councilman Billings and asked the Council to be considering four more people for the park board committee. 

	The mayor stated the library is busy with a lot of holiday activities going on.

	Councilman Smith stated everyone received a letter in their packet about the Fire Departments annual Christmas dinner and meeting to be held on December 11th at 5:30 p.m. at the Dei Center in the Luverne Methodist Church. 

	Councilwoman Smyth passed out a flyer for the Light Up Luverne tree lighting event and cordially invited the council and staff to attend that night. There will be activities, bakes goods, vendors and Santa at the Mitchell Center from 5-7 p.m. There will also be entertainment at the park in the gazebo leading up to our Citizen of the Year, Kathryn Tomlin, lighting the Christmas tree. There will also be a kid’s movie in the open air pavilion next to the coffee shop as well as possibly some additional vendors. There will be free hotdogs and cocoa for the kids. Councilwoman Smyth also informed the Council that the Garden Club with the assistance of the city employees planted bulbs at the north light in front of the mural.

	Mayor Beasley stated under new business on the agenda was Denny Strickland discussing downtown parking. However, Mr. Strickland did not attend. 

	The mayor stated next on the agenda is Mr. Lomax Byrd for discussion on companies he is bringing into the Vanity Fair Building. Mr. Byrd stated we have a meeting on November 30th with the Apprenticeship Program for Alabama if anybody would like to attend. The Forestry Division will also be there. The apprenticeship would be the first mechanical apprenticeship program in the state and could start here in Crenshaw County. The kids would go through approximately 6 weeks of training and then work in the field which would count toward their schooling as on the job training. This is all about helping kids in this community and creating jobs in the county. Mr. Byrd informed the Council of his plans to bring a NAPA store and an equipment rental company into the building as well.  When you put a business in you have to know that you will be there for a long period of time which is why I offered to purchase the building but a long term lease would be acceptable as well. The proposed price is also negotiable. After some discussion, the mayor suggested Mr. Byrd and Attorney Jones meet to discuss lease terms including length and rent amount. The mayor thanked Mr. Byrd for coming. Mr. Byrd stated he would like for the council to go look at all of the parts and equipment that has been brought into the building. 

	 Mayor Beasley discussed a free Christmas concert that would be held at the CCA gym. The mayor stated he thought it would be a nice gesture if the City of Luverne sponsored the event for a fee of $500.  Attorney Jones had concerns about the city using public funds to sponsor a private event stating that he was not sure it is a proper use of funds. After some discussion, it was decided the sponsorship would come from private funds among the council members, mayor, and Attorney Jones.

	Councilman Jones stated Councilwoman Dawson recently attended a fire and police training in Dothan. Councilwoman Dawson stated that she enjoyed the League training Program at the department of safety.  
 
	Councilman Billings stated he would like to congratulate our city attorney on becoming a grandfather again.

	Councilwoman Smyth requested continued prayers for Councilwoman Dawson’s mother who has been in the hospital and is now back home. 
 
	Councilman Billings made a motion to adjourn the meeting. Councilwoman Dawson seconded the motion.

Meeting was adjourned.


