 COUNCIL MEETING
CITY OF LUVERNE
October 25, 2021

	The City of Luverne Council met in regular session on October 25, 2021 at 5:30 p.m., in the City Hall Building. The following members were present:
	
Mayor Ed Beasley
Betty Dawson, Councilwoman								Kip Smith, Councilman 
Kathy Smyth, Councilwoman
Elliott Jones, Councilman 
Eddie Billings, Councilman 
Mike Jones, Attorney 
Michelle Royals, Engineer
	Margie Gomillion, Clerk
	William Neal, Building Inspector
	Christy Johnson, Editor


	Visitors:
	Mason Adcock
	
							
	Mayor Beasley called the meeting to order. The mayor called on Elliott Jones to lead the pledge of allegiance to the flag and Kathy Smyth to say a prayer.

	The mayor called for the approval of the minutes of October 11, 2021.  Councilman Billings made a motion to approve the minutes as written. Councilwoman Smith seconded the motion and the vote was unanimously approved.

[bookmark: _GoBack]	Mayor Beasley stated under unfinished/old business is the discussion of the sale of the Vanity Fair building to Elite Contracting. The council agrees that the building is worth more than the $165,500 that Mr. Byrd has proposed. Attorney Jones stated he would look up the appraised value of the building and property and email the council the tax assessment. Councilman Jones stated that this information was emailed to all council members last week.  Mr. Byrd’s proposal sited the cost of the work required to make repairs to the building as the reason for his low offer.  The council discussed that an ADECA grant could be acquired to repair the roof as long as the city owns the building.  The council asked if there was a certain length of time before the building could be sold if the grant was used. Engineer Royals stated that the city’s grant writer was consulted and she was told that the grant process would take approximately one year and she would recommend retaining ownership for one additional year.  The council also discussed the building being a good location for a municipal complex that would provide a central location for multiple departments. Many of the current offices are in need of major repair. The engineer was asked how much it would cost to remodel the Vanity Fair building into a municipal complex. Ms. Royals stated that the estimate created for the ADECA grant of approximately $225,000 would still be necessary plus the amount to personalize it for our needs as well as construct equipment sheds. The council asked Engineer Royals to research grants to upgrade the building for a municipal complex. Attorney Jones stated that if the council does decide to sell the building, that language could be added to the contract requiring the property be offered back to the city at the same price. Councilman Billings made a motion to table the sale of the Vanity Fair building to Elite Contracting. Councilwoman Smyth seconded the motion and all was in favor.
 
	Mayor Beasley stated everyone has a copy of Engineer Royals’ departmental reports. Ms. Royals reported routine work was performed in all departments. 

	Attorney Jones stated he revisited the ordinance review process as requested by the council and mayor and has determined that the review process was completed through chapter 19. He stated that his revisions were completed through chapter 17. Attorney Jones stated that he will continue his revisions and email chapters to the council for review as they are completed before moving forward with any further chapters. 

	The mayor called on the city clerk for the administrative report. Routine work was performed.

	Mayor Beasley stated everyone had a copy of the chief’s report. Since the last meeting, the police department had 230 calls for service, not including building checks. The department made over 92 traffic stops, wrote 59 citations and given 33 warnings. The department made 4 misdemeanor and 1 felony arrests. There were 5 animal control calls since the last meeting. 

	Councilman Billings stated that the girls’ softball team had to postpone the resolution presentation and asked that all council members join him at Turner Park immediately following this council meeting. 

The mayor stated everyone has a copy of Mr. Neal’s report. 

Councilman Smith reported the Fire Department is going to upgrade some of the extrication equipment (Jaws of Life) to a new Holmatro system. This new equipment will be twice as strong as the existing equipment. The new equipment is expected to arrive before the end of the calendar year. 

Councilwoman Smyth asked the council to consider the event application submitted by Tara Beasley for the Girls Night Out event that will have extended hours for city businesses on Thursday, November 4th. There will be live entertainment at the train station. The road will not be closed but it will be blocked off for pedestrians on the train station side of the road. Councilwoman Smyth also reported that the chamber met and decided to hold the annual Christmas tree lighting ceremony on Tuesday, November 30th at Douglas Park from 5-7 p.m. This event will include Santa pictures and live entertainment as well as booths, etc. at the Mitchell Multi-Purpose Center. 

	Mayor Beasley stated we have a resolution CDBG-CV for consideration. Engineer Royals reported on a public hearing held this afternoon at 4:00 p.m. regarding the CDBG-CV grant application for COVID designated ambulances. The mayor presented Resolution 102521 for PY2020 CDBG-CV Application. Councilman Jones made a motion to adopt Resolution 102521 for PY2020 CDBG-CV. Councilman Billings seconded the motion and the vote was unanimously approved. The resolution is as follows:

 CITY OF LUVERNE
Resolution 102521 for PY2020 CDBG-CV Application 

WHEREAS, the Alabama Community Development Block Grant (CDBG) Program has been established to assist local governments in meeting community development and housing needs consistent with the objectives set forth in Title I of the Housing and Community Development Act of 1974, as amended; and

WHEREAS, the State of Alabama has been awarded the amounts of (1) $14,011,858 in Community Development Block Grant (CDBG) Round 1 funds (CDBG CV-1), (2) $15,068,316 in CDBG Round 2 funds (CDBG CV-2), and (3) $11,379,612 in CDBG Round 3 funds (CDBG CV-3), for a total award amount of $40,459,786 from the U.S. Department of Housing and Urban Development (HUD) pursuant to the Coronavirus Aid, Relief, and Economic Security Act (the CARES Act) that was passed by Congress and signed into law by President Trump on March 27, 2020; and

WHEREAS, the City of Luverne, acting by and through its Council proposes to apply for Community Development Block Grant, Covid Program  funds seeking recaptured funds reserved for the State to prevent, prepare for, and respond to the spread of infectious diseases such as COVID-19; and

WHEREAS, the City of Luverne, will utilize these funds to purchase two (2) Type I Ambulances for transport of Covid patients; and 

WHEREAS, under terms and provisions of Title I of the Housing and Community Development Act of 1974, as amended, the City of Luverne as a recipient of these funds is required to designate and appoint a Financial Officer to perform certain duties in the administration of said grant.

NOW, THEREFORE, be it resolved by the City of Luverne, as follows:

THAT, Ed Beasley, Mayor, is hereby authorized to execute and submit an application with appropriate assurances to the State of Alabama Department of Economic and Community Affairs, requesting Program Year 2020 CDBG-CV funds in the amount of $448,128; and

THAT, Ed Beasley, or the current Mayor, be and is hereby designated and appointed as Financial Officer under the terms and pursuant to the provisions of Title I of the Housing and Community Development Act of 1974, as amended, and is directed and empowered to make necessary assurances and to perform on behalf of the City of Luverne, those acts and assume such duties as are consistent with said position.

	
ADOPTED AND APPROVED this 25th day of October, 2021.

	The mayor stated the council has a request from Pedro Hall. The request is an application from the State of Alabama for an off-premise retail beer. Councilman Jones made a motion to approve the application for 050 – Retail Beer (off premises only) for trade name Luverne Bait and Tackle, located at 1177 W. Third Street. Councilman Billings seconded the motion and all was in favor.

	Mayor Beasley stated next is the Electric Board appointment to replace Morris Tate. Councilman Jones made a motion to appoint Mike Jones to replace Morris Tate on the Electric Board. Councilman Smith seconded the motion and the vote was unanimously approved. 

	The mayor then asked to delay the discussion of the appointment to replace Morris Tate on the Water Board until next meeting. The council agreed. 

	Mayor Beasley presented the council with an event application from Tara Beasley to have the Holiday Open House/Girls Night Out on Thursday, November 4th on Legrande Ave.  After some discussion, Councilman Smith made a motion to approve Tara Beasley to have the Holiday Open House/Girls Night Out on Thursday, November 4th on Legrande Ave. Councilwoman Smyth seconded the motion and all was in favor. 

	Councilwoman Dawson recommended sponsoring a blood drive for the city council in December or January. Councilwoman Smyth stated she will assist Councilwoman Dawson with coordination of the blood drive. Councilwoman Dawson reported that District 1 will be holding a clean-up day on Veteran’s Day, November 11th.  Councilwoman Dawson stated she is working with the Historical Commission to have the old Woodford School designated as a Historical Monument. She stated that she is working with ACE to get a grant for a marker. The Mayor stated that he would be in favor of the city purchasing a sign if the grant was unsuccessful.  Engineer Royals suggested consulting with the school board since they own the property. Councilwoman Dawson stated that if the existing Woodford building poses a problem, Parkhill could be considered since it was the original site of the Crenshaw County Training School. 

	Councilman Billings stated that Luverne is having a great football season this year and that CCA is having a decent football season and that he was just notified that CCA Volleyball team was just put out of the final four 16 to 14 on the 5th set. They were only one point away from making it to the state championship game.	

Councilman Billings made a motion to adjourn the meeting to the park. Councilman Smith seconded the motion.

Meeting was adjourned.


