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CITY OF LUVERNE
October 11, 2021

	The City of Luverne Council met in regular session on October 11, 2021 at 5:30 p.m., in the City Hall Building. The following members were present:
	
Mayor Ed Beasley
Betty Dawson, Councilwoman								Kip Smith, Councilman 
Kathy Smyth, Councilwoman
Elliott Jones, Councilman– by phone conference 
Eddie Billings, Councilman 
Mike Jones, Attorney – by phone conference
Michelle Royals, Engineer
	Margie Gomillion, Clerk
	William Neal, Building Inspector
	Christy Johnson, Editor


	Visitors:
	Lisa Oliver
	Mason Adcock
							
	Mayor Beasley called the meeting to order. The mayor called on Betty Dawson to lead the pledge of allegiance to the flag and Eddie Billings to say a prayer.

	The mayor called for the approval of the minutes of September 27, 2021.  Councilman Billings made a motion to approve the minutes as written. Councilwoman Dawson seconded the motion and the vote was unanimously approved.

	Mayor Beasley stated under unfinished/old business is the discussion of the sale of the Vanity Fair building to Elite Contracting. Mr. Jones stated he has not heard anything back from Mr. Byrd.  Councilman Smith made a motion to table the discussion on the sale of the Vanity Fair building to Elite Contracting until the next meeting. Councilman Billings seconded the motion and all was in favor. 

	Mayor Beasley stated everyone has a copy of Engineer Royals’ departmental reports. Ms. Royals reported routine work was performed in all departments. 

	The mayor called on the city clerk for the administrative report. Routine work was performed.

	Mayor Beasley stated everyone had a copy of the chief’s report. Since the last meeting, the police department had 229 calls for service, not including building checks. The department made over 94 traffic stops, wrote 66 citations and gave 28 warnings. The department made 5 misdemeanor arrest and 1 felony arrest. There were 2 animal control calls since the last meeting. 

	Councilman Billings stated that Lee Simmons made contact with the coaches of the girls’ softball team and agreed to October 25th at 5:00 p.m. for the presentation of the resolution at the park. Councilman Billings stated Councilwoman Smyth brought forth a request from someone for pickle ball courts at the park and Ms. Royals stated that lines were painted inside two of the tennis court today. 
	
	Engineer Royals stated nothing new for the airport. 

	Mayor Beasley stated the library is having a really good turnout for their program. 

The mayor stated Scott Miller’s appointment on the Industrial Development Board will expire October 12th.  After some discussion, Councilman Smith made a motion to reappoint Scott Miller to the Industrial Development Board. Councilwoman Smith seconded the motion and all was in favor.

Mayor Beasley stated Cheryl Yawn’s appointment on the Airport Authority will expire October 12th and she cannot serve another term as she has moved outside the City.  The mayor stated Airport Authority Board Chairman Steve Defee has recommended to appoint Josh Saunders to replace Cheryl Yawn. After some discussion, Councilman Smith made a motion to appoint Josh Saunders to the Airport Authority. Councilman Billings seconded the motion and all was in favor.

The mayor stated next on the agenda is Ms. Sherry Prevett. Mason Adcock stated Ms. Prevett was not able to attend but he was asked to speak on her behalf. She asked Mr. Adcock to relay to the council that she apologizes for her actions and that she was not able to fulfill her obligations for the Fall Festival event due to sickness. 

Councilman Smith stated he would like to compliment the young ladies who went to the World Series. The sign looks great at the ball park. I am proud of all of our departments and department heads. We have a new fiscal year getting started and hope we have a good year with no major breakdowns. 

Councilwoman Smyth stated she appreciates the park’s response to the pickle ball request from some citizens. She stated that she has also noticed that soccer goals have been set up down in the bottom and some have been playing in the evenings. 

Councilman Billings stated he would like to tip his hat to Engineer Royals and the electric department. Those gentlemen were working late and hard last Thursday night putting lines back up to get some of our businesses going again. He stated he would also like to tip his hat to Councilwoman Dawson for being in the Troy Alumni magazine reporting she is on the City of Luverne council. 

Councilwoman Smyth suggested the council have a new photograph taken to include Councilwoman Dawson. The mayor suggested taking the photo the first meeting in November. 

Mayor Beasley reported he and Engineer Royals went out to the park a couple of weeks ago due to a couple of reports about the condition of the bathrooms at the park. The bathrooms did need attention so they replaced some lids, a faucet, and had some cleaning done. The mayor stated if the council is out at the park to look in the bathroom and if they need attention to let us know. 
Engineer Royals reported there will be a public hearing on Monday, October 25th at 4:00 p.m. for a grant application. The City will be applying for two ambulances through the ADECA CDBG COVID program. She encouraged any that can attend to please come and sign in as it would be helpful to show community participation.

	Councilwoman Dawson asked for the status of COVID money wish list. Engineer Royals stated W 6th Street is at the top of the list created for the stimulus money. We believe we have funding for the water line portion but we still need funds for the street resurfacing portion. Based on conversations with our consultant engineer a couple of weeks ago, we feel that this project might be eligible for the ALDOT Rebuild Alabama money to be used in combination with the stimulus money for the water line. Councilwoman Dawson stated Woodford is on the list too. Engineer Royals stated Woodford is eligible for CDBG. However, we have a current CDBG application for Jeffcoat Street that we hope will be approved this year. Once it is complete, we will begin prioritizing for the next application.  Woodford is on the list but applications will be based on the condition of all eligible lines at that time.

	Councilman Billings asked for an update on the situation on Hawkins Ave. Mr. Neal stated he spoke with Chris Givens and he plans to move the stuff once his trailer is repaired. Hopefully this will be done by the end of the month.

	Mr. Neal requested assistance from Attorney Jones regarding an ordinance for fencing around above ground pools. The mayor asked Attorney Jones to contact Mr. Neal for discussion. Councilwoman Smyth stated that this might be a good opportunity to complete our review of the codes and ordinances. The mayor asked Attorney Jones to schedule time to continue the review at his earliest convenience. 

The mayor stated everyone has a copy of Mr. Neal’s report. 

Councilman Billings made a motion to adjourn the meeting. Councilwoman Smyth seconded the motion.

Meeting was adjourned.
