 COUNCIL MEETING
CITY OF LUVERNE
September 27, 2021

	The City of Luverne Council met in regular session on September 27, 2021 at 5:30 p.m., in the City Hall Building. The following members were present:
	
Mayor Ed Beasley
Betty Dawson, Councilwoman– by phone conference						Kip Smith, Councilman 
Kathy Smyth, Councilwoman
Elliott Jones, Councilman 
Eddie Billings, Councilman 
Mike Jones, Attorney – by phone conference
Michelle Royals, Engineer
	Margie Gomillion, Clerk
	William Neal, Building Inspector
	Christy Johnson, Editor


	Visitors:
	Terry Tate		Nic Atkinson		T.L. Washington
	Betty Washington	Shirley Neal		Hunter Simmons
	Lee Simmons		Shae Simmons		Tanner Simmons
	Carey Neal		Kalon Washington	Austin Bryant

							
	Mayor Beasley called the meeting to order. The mayor called on Elliott Jones to lead the pledge of allegiance to the flag and Kathy Smyth to say a prayer.

[bookmark: _GoBack]	The mayor called for the approval of the minutes of September 13, 2021.  Councilman Billings made a motion to approve the minutes as written. Councilman Jones seconded the motion and the vote was unanimously approved.

	Mayor Beasley stated under unfinished/old business is the discussion of the sale of the Vanity Fair building to Elite Contracting. The mayor stated that he spoke with Attorney Jones earlier today and he is still waiting to hear back from Mr. Byrd. Councilman Smith made a motion to table the discussion on the sale of the Vanity Fair building to Elite Contracting until the next meeting. Councilman Billings seconded the motion and all was in favor. 

	Next, the mayor stated further unfinished/old business is the discussion of the police chief’s salary. Councilman Jones stated he was unaware that Chief Johnson was not the only supervisor to sacrifice his raise for the employees working under him. Councilman Jones stated the department heads are dedicated to helping the employees and suggested getting them back to where they should be. Councilman Jones proposed rather than increasing only the police chief’s salary 3% over his normal raise this year, to divide the sacrifice of each of these department heads out over the next three years to get them back up to par. After some discussion, Councilman Smith made a motion to divide the amount sacrificed to their employees in previous years by one third and increase the rate of pay for Chief Johnson, Brock Flynn, and Steve Defee by that amount above the normal raises over the next three years. Councilman Jones seconded the motion and the vote was unanimously approved. 

	Mayor Beasley stated everyone has a copy of Engineer Royals’ departmental reports. Ms. Royals reported routine work was performed in all departments. 

	The mayor called on the city clerk for the administrative report. Routine work was performed.

	Mayor Beasley stated everyone had a copy of the chief’s report. Since the last meeting, the police department had 211 calls for service, not including building checks. The department made over 68 traffic stops, wrote 61 citations and gave 7 warnings. The department made 3 misdemeanor arrest and 2 felony arrest. There were 7 animal control calls since the last meeting. 

	Councilman Billings stated that he would like to propose that the girls’ softball team to be recognized with a resolution be gathered at the park or somewhere nice within 15 to 30 minutes prior to a formal council meeting to present that resolution. After some discussion, Lee Simmons was directed to contact the coaches to decide if the 2nd meeting in October or the 1st meeting in November at 5 p.m. at the park would be acceptable dates for everyone involved.
	
	Engineer Royals stated the airport was re-inspected last week and was found to have a couple more minor trees to clear from the runway approaches. 

The mayor stated everyone has a copy of Mr. Neal’s report. The mayor asked Mr. Neal if he had anything to add to his report. Mr. Neal stated that since the submission of his report, there has been a total loss from a house trailer fire just outside the city limits at approximately 1:00 a.m. Sunday morning. Mr. Neal reminded the mayor about the complaint on South Hawkins Avenue regarding all of the ATV’s and that the resident is in violation of the R1 zoning laws. The mayor stated he and Mr. Neal has received a complaint. The resident has brought in a yard full of ATV’s and parts in the middle of a residential area and it is unsightly. It is the mayor’s understanding that the young man is planning to perform repair work at that location which the mayor believes is against code. The mayor asked if it would suit the council for Mr. Neal to handle this appropriately as he sees fit. The council was in agreement.  

Mayor Beasley stated that the next agenda item is the Mayor Pro-tem appointment. Councilman Billings made a motion to appoint Councilwoman Kathy Smyth as Mayor Pro-tem to become effective at the first meeting in October. Councilman Jones seconded the motion. The vote was as follows:

Yea:  	Betty Dawson		Abstained: Kathy Smyth
	Kip Smith
	Elliott Jones
	Eddie Billings

The motion carried.
The mayor stated that the Council needs to establish the date and time for trick-or-treat. Councilman Smith made a motion to dedicate Saturday, October 30th from 5:30 to 7:00 p.m. as official trick-or-treating. Councilman Billings seconded the motion and all was in favor. 

Mayor Beasley stated that there are two board appointments on the agenda for consideration at the next meeting. Scott Miller for the Industrial Development Board and Cheryl Yawn for the Airport Authority. 

The mayor presented the council with Resolution 092721 Frances Smith 100th Birthday. Councilman Smith made a motion to adopt Resolution 092721 Frances Smith 100th Birthday. Councilwoman Smyth seconded the motion and the vote was unanimously approved. The resolution is as follows:


RESOLUTION 092721


WHEREAS, Frances Smith moved to Luverne, Alabama, in 1945 to work with Farmers Home Security; and

WHEREAS, in 1946 she married Bryce Smith and oversaw the bookkeeping of their iron ore mining business and oil distributorship in Luverne; and 

WHEREAS, she continued to run the oil business until 2000; and

WHEREAS, in July of 1983, Ms. Smith was appointed by Governor Wallace to succeed her late husband as Sheriff of Crenshaw County; and

WHEREAS, she served in that capacity from June 1983 until January 1987; and

WHEREAS, on November 4, 2021, Frances Smith will celebrate her 100th birthday; 

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, by the Mayor and City Council of the City of Luverne, that they do send their sincerest, best wishes to Frances Smith on her very special 100th birthday; 

RESOLVED FURTHER, that a copy of this Resolution be provided to Ms. Smith and spread upon the minutes of this body.

DONE this 27th day of October, 2021.


Mayor Beasley presented the proposed 2021-2022 General Fund Budget. Councilman Jones made a motion to approve the 2021-22 General Fund Budget as presented. Councilwoman Smyth seconded the motion and the vote was unanimously approved.

The mayor presented the proposed 2021-2022 Electric Board Budget. Councilman Smith made a motion to approve the 2021-22 Electric Board Budget as presented. Councilman Billings seconded the motion and the vote was unanimously approved.

Mayor Beasley presented the proposed 2021-2022 Water Board Budget. Councilwoman Smyth made a motion to approve the 2021-22 Water Board Budget as presented. Councilman Jones seconded the motion and the vote was unanimously approved.

Next, the mayor presented the council with an event application from the Crenshaw County Chamber of Commerce to use Turner Park on Saturday, October 30th for trick-or-treat.  After some discussion, Councilman Billings made a motion to approve Crenshaw County Chamber of Commerce request to use Turner Park on Saturday, October 30th for their Halloween trick-or-treat festivities. Councilman Smith seconded the motion and all was in favor. 

The mayor then called on Councilman Smith to present the resolutions to the three young men for their bravery at the Crenshaw County Lake during a recent automobile accident. Councilman Smith stated that it is a great honor to be allowed to present the resolutions because “never can a man do more than to risk his life to save someone else’s”. Councilman Smith read aloud and presented Resolution 082321 to Kalon Washington, Tanner Simmons and Austin Bryant to recognize their bravery at the Crenshaw County Lake during a recent automobile accident. 

Councilman Billings made a motion to adjourn the meeting. Councilman Smith seconded the motion.

Meeting was adjourned.
