 COUNCIL MEETING
CITY OF LUVERNE
August 23, 2021

	The City of Luverne Council met in regular session on August 23, 2021 at 5:30 p.m., in the City Hall Building. The following members were present:
	
Mayor Ed Beasley
Betty Dawson, Councilwoman						
Kip Smith, Councilman – by phone conference
Kathy Smyth, Councilwoman
Elliott Jones, Councilman 
Eddie Billings, Councilman 
Mike Jones, Attorney – by phone conference
	Margie Gomillion, Clerk
	William Neal, Building Inspector
	Mike Johnson, Chief

	Absent:
	Michelle Royals, Engineer

	Visitors:
	Terry Tate		Nic Atkinson

							
	Mayor Beasley called the meeting to order. The mayor called on Betty Dawson to lead the pledge of allegiance to the flag and Eddie Billings to say a prayer.

	The mayor called for the approval of the minutes of August 9, 2021.  Councilman Billings made a motion to approve the minutes as written. Councilwoman Dawson seconded the motion and the vote was unanimously approved.

	Mayor Beasley stated everyone has a copy of Engineer Royals’ departmental reports. The mayor reported Ms. Royals is not with us tonight because we have a sewer main problem on West 3rd Street. We have a contractor from out of town to help. We are trying to use cameras and robots to seal it up without digging up the street to install a liner in the existing pipe. The engineer is out with the construction crew right now.  
	
	The mayor called on the city clerk for the administrative report. Routine work was performed.

	Mayor Beasley stated everyone had a copy of the chief’s report. Since the last meeting, the police department had 224 calls for service, not including building checks. The department made over 88 traffic stops, wrote 46 citations and gave 42 warnings. The department made 3 misdemeanor arrest and 2 felony arrest. There were 2 animal control calls since the last meeting.

The mayor stated we have requested assistance from the Cemetery Committee to purchase a new lawn mower for the street department. If approved, it would remove approximately $10,000 burden off of the City. If it is not approved by the Cemetery Committee, I am going to recommend some sort of fund raiser to raise the needed funds. 

Mayor Beasley stated the airport is doing real good. I noticed fuel sales are up out there.

The mayor reported the library is recovering from one of their girls having COVID. I think everything is fine now.

Mayor Beasley stated everyone has a copy of Mr. Neal’s report. The mayor asked Mr. Neal if he had anything to add to his report. Mr. Neal stated there is very little construction going on right now. Mr. Neal stated he had a legal question for Attorney Jones. Mr. Neal asked Attorney Jones to look at Ridgecrest Drive off of West 3rd St. The whole area of Ridgecrest is zoned R1. The Sander’s property across the street is currently zoned either M1 or M2. Someone has requested if apartments can be placed there which would require the area be rezoned to R3. Mr. Neal requested Attorney Jones investigate if this would be considered spot zoning. Mr. Jones agreed to investigate. 

The mayor called on Mr. Smith for any updates on the rescue. Mr. Smith stated the rescue has been busy transporting more due to an increase in COVID cases. This requires extra precaution from them but everything is running smooth right now. 
 
Mayor Beasley stated Mr. Terry Tate is here tonight but has been informed that a report will be available after the September 1st Board of Adjustments meeting.  Mr. Tate seemed to be ok with waiting for the report. 

The mayor requested to table the discussion of the sale of the old Vanity Fair building awaiting further discussions with Attorney Jones and Engineer Royals.  Councilman Billing made a motion to table the discussion of the sell of the Vanity Fair building. Councilwoman Smyth seconded the motion and all was in favor. 

Mayor Beasley presented the council with Resolution 082321 recognizing the bravery at the lake. Councilman Jones made a motion to adopt Resolution 082321. Councilwoman Smyth seconded the motion and the vote was unanimously approved. The resolution is as follows:

RESOLUTION 082321


WHEREFORE, on July 29, 2021, at approximately 4:30 p.m., there was a motor vehicle accident at the Crenshaw County Lake; and 

WHEREAS, Austin Bryant, Tanner Simmons and Kalon Washington were at the Crenshaw County Lake at that time; and

WHEREAS, the vehicle involved in the accident, caught on fire causing a very dangerous situation; and 

WHEREAS, Austin Bryant, Tanner Simmons and Kalon Washington, in disregard for their personal safety, got to the vehicle as quickly as possible to offer assistance; and 

WHEREAS, when the young men arrived, they found two women laying by the doors of the front seat of the vehicle; and 

WHEREAS, the boys removed a 31 year old mother from the driver’s side of the vehicle and a 13 year old girl from the passenger side away from the burning vehicle; and

WHEREAS, due to the bravery of these young men, the lives of the two individuals they removed from the vehicle were saved; and

WHEREAS, but for the brave and swift actions of the young men, in all probability, there would have been additional loss of life as a result of the accident;

THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, that by the Mayor and City Council of the City of Luverne, wish to recognize these three young men for their quick reaction and bravery in the face of substantial danger; 

RESOLVED FURTHER, the Mayor and City Council send their highest recognition and commendation to these young men for their actions;

RESOLVED FURTHER, that a copy of this Resolution be spread upon the minutes of this body and that a copy of the same be provided to these young men.

DONE this 23rd day of August, 2021.


The mayor presented the council with Resolution 082321(a) recognizing the Luverne 11-12 Girls Allstars for their representation of the City of Luverne and as runner up in the World Series. Councilman Billings made a motion to adopt Resolution 082321(a). Councilman Jones seconded the motion and all was in favor. The resolution is as follows:

RESOLUTION 082321(a)


WHEREAS, the Luverne 11-12 Girls Allstars in Dixie Ponytails X-PLAY represented the City of Luverne in the District Tournament in Geneva which they won, going undefeated; and

WHEREAS, the Allstars advanced to the State Tournament in Enterprise, Alabama; and

WHEREAS, the Allstars finished as the runner up in the State Tournament, but the winner of the tournament was unable to advance to the World Series so the Luverne Allstars advanced to the World Series as the Alabama representative; and

WHEREAS, at the World Series in Louisiana, the Allstars beat Florida twice and Texas and North Carolina; and

WHEREAS, the Allstars lost Louisiana, which was the home team, in the championship game and finished as the runner up in the World Series; and

WHEREAS, the Allstars were coached by Bridget Fox, Brett Grimes and David Sullins;

THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, by the Mayor and City Council of the City of Luverne, that they do send their best wishes and congratulations to the Luverne 11-12 Girls Allstars for their representation of the City of Luverne and for finishing as the runner up in the World Series; 

RESOLVED FURTHER, that a copy of this Resolution be provided to the team and that it be spread upon the minutes of this body.

DONE this 23rd day of August, 2021.

Mayor Beasley requested to table the Proposed COVID Personnel Policy until the next meeting. Councilman Jones agreed because he has a concern about one section in the policy that states an employee exposed to any variant of the COVID virus that refuses to be tested will be provided with reasonable accommodations to return to work. Councilman Jones stated he does not believe it would be a good idea to allow the employee to come to work if they are refusing to get tested. They are supposed to be quarantined. After discussion, Attorney Jones stated he would talk with Engineer Royals about that provision since she is the one that included it. Councilman Billings made a motion to table the Proposed Personnel Policy regarding COVID-19. Councilwoman Dawson seconded the motion and the vote was unanimously approved. 

[bookmark: _GoBack]Councilwoman Smyth asked if the sell of the ½ acre lot on E. 10th Street went through. Attorney Jones stated that he was not aware of the sale being completed.  Councilwoman Smyth asked if we had a status update on the wild hog situation. Councilman Smith stated a couple of weeks ago there was a report of approximately 30 hogs trapped on 1st Street and E. 10th Street. A couple of days later, Mr. Steve Defee killed one on the lagoon property with a piece of equipment. No further sightings have been reported. The mayor stated he is having a hard time explaining to citizens that the City can only rent and place traps on city property. And that it is up to the property owner to rent the traps to eradicate hogs on private property. 

Next, Councilwoman Smyth stated Mr. Patton attended the last meeting and mentioned he had additional people living in his home on W. 3rd Street. He had multiple people living there that was not a part of his ministry or rehab that he is working on. Councilwoman Smyth stated that she wanted to bring it to the council’s attention because she did not know if that was something that needed to be looked into because she still has neighbors calling about the situation. The mayor stated it was his understanding that Mr. Patton is doing a lot of work in a house he owns in Brantley and he plans to move his halfway house to Brantley. Councilwoman Smyth stated this is not related to the halfway house. This is someone he said is working for him in the upholstery shop and a relative of the employee which means that there are still multiple unrelated people living in an R1 zone. The mayor told Attorney Jones that we might need to call Mr. Patton to explain the zoning laws to him and make sure he understands that is something he has to correct or we will have to take legal action. Mr. Jones asked if that was something the building inspector would possibly check on. The mayor asked Mr. Neal to check on this. After further discussion, Attorney Jones stated once we verify if there is more than one family living there, that he does not mind calling Mr. Patton. 

Councilman Billings made a motion to adjourn the meeting. Councilwoman Dawson seconded the motion.

Meeting was adjourned.
