 COUNCIL MEETING
CITY OF LUVERNE
August 9, 2021

	The City of Luverne Council met in regular session on August 9, 2021 at 5:30 p.m., in the City Hall Building. The following members were present:
	
Mayor Ed Beasley
Betty Dawson, Councilwoman						
Kip Smith, Councilman 
Kathy Smyth, Councilwoman
Elliott Jones, Councilman 
Eddie Billings, Councilman 
Mike Jones, Attorney
Michelle Royals, Engineer
	Margie Gomillion, Clerk
	William Neal, Building Inspector
	Mike Johnson, Chief


	Visitors:
	Terry Tate		Robert Patton		Nic Atkinson
	Susan Tate
							
	Mayor Beasley called the meeting to order. The mayor called on Eddie Billings to lead the pledge of allegiance to the flag and Mike Jones to say a prayer.

	Mayor Beasley called for the approval of the minutes of July 26, 2021.  Councilman Billings made a motion to approve the minutes as written. Councilman Smith seconded the motion and the vote was unanimously approved.

	Mayor Beasley stated everyone has a copy of Engineer Royals’ departmental reports. Ms. Royals reported we were approached a couple of weeks ago by Chris Warr who purchased property on E. 10th Street. He is requesting to purchase city owned property which is a vacant, wooded lot with no access adjacent to his property. He has offered to purchase the ½ acre lot for $1,200. We think this land was donated to the city several years ago. Engineer Royals made a recommendation to sell the ½ acre lot on E. 10th Street to Mr. Chris Warr in the amount of $1,200. After further discussion, Councilmember Jones made a motion to sell the ½ acre lot on E. 10th Street in the amount of $1,200 contingent upon Mr. Warr agreeing to pay all closing costs and attorney fees. Councilmember Smith seconded the motion and all was in favor.  

	Next, Engineer Royals remind the council of a discussion held a few months ago regarding using FEMA money already received to purchase equipment that will be necessary to complete the next phase of drainage flume repair work. That plan was to purchase an excavator, dump truck, and trailer. Each of which will be charged out to the FEMA projects and reimbursed by the hour. Ms. Royals stated that it has taken a few months, but the equipment that matches our criteria has been found. It is a 2018 Takeuchi TB290 Hydraulic Excavator with 1140 hours for $65,517. Ms. Royals stated she is requesting approval to purchase the excavator from Cowen Equipment in Montgomery through the HGAC federal purchasing contract. After further discussion, Councilman Billings made a motion to purchase the 2018 model Takeuchi TB290 Hydraulic Excavator for $65,517 as proposed by Engineer Royals. Councilman Jones seconded the motion and all was in favor.

	Engineer Royals presented the council with the HGAC Interlocal contract for cooperative purchasing. Councilman Billings made a motion to approve the HGAC Interlocal contract for cooperative purchasing. Councilman Jones seconded the motion and the vote was unanimously approved. 
	
	The mayor called on the city clerk for the administrative report. Routine work was performed.

	Mayor Beasley reported he just got back from a natural gas conference in New Mexico. Our profit share for this fiscal year was predicted at $135,000. 

	The mayor called on Mr. Robert Patton to speak. Mr. Patton thanked the mayor and council for having him. Mr. Patton explained that when he came to Christ a couple of years ago, he learned that he is supposed to be Christ-like every day and not just on Sundays. But he and his neighbors got angry at the last council meeting. Mr. Patton stated that he would like to formally apologize for the conduct by himself and his neighbors. The mayor stated that he appreciated Mr. Patton coming in and his sincerity in helping the community. Councilwoman Smyth requested to speak on behalf of the council. She stated that the Council appreciates Mr. Patton coming and apologizing. Councilwoman Smyth acknowledged that it takes a lot and that is what makes a good neighbor. She asked Mr. Patton if he had an updates on the program. Mr. Patton stated the he has moved some of the people as he was instructed to do. He also moved next door so that he would be allowed to continue his home based business. His helper has moved from Enterprise to help with the business and since he is the sole provider for his brothers, they came with him. The men are all doing well and are fortunate to have fallen into places where they could go and be monitored. Councilwoman Smyth stated she wanted to reiterate that the council does appreciate the meaning behind the program and that the problem is strictly a location and zoning issue. But she assured Mr. Patton that the decision was not personal. 

Mayor Beasley stated everyone had a copy of the chief’s report. The chief reported there were 15 hogs trapped on Mr. Will Tate’s property. Engineer Royals stated Johnny Smith reported that 12 more were trapped on Ronald Petrey’s property over the weekend. The chief reported that he has not received the final paperwork on the accident at the lake but it appears that the young lady had a seizure or blacked out.  Since the last meeting, the police department had 198 calls for service, not including building checks. The department made over 60 traffic stops, wrote 39 citations and gave 21 warnings. The department made 5 misdemeanor arrest and 2 felony arrest.

Councilwoman Smyth stated that the ACE (Alabama Community of Excellence) application has been submitted and that she appreciates Ms. Royals’ assistance.

Councilwoman Smyth stated Tara Phelps the owner of the budget shop is pleased with the response that the mural is receiving.  There are a lot of out of town, out of state, and locals that are having their picture taken with it. Ms. Phelps has five windows on that side of the building and is contacting Luverne, Brantley, Highland Home, CCA, and LBW Schools about using each window as a spirit window for each school as a fun and beautification project. Engineer Royals stated that thanks to the Department of Tourism contact provided by Councilwoman Dawson at the last meeting, a grant application is being completed to extend the string lights over the mural as discussed at the previous meeting.

Councilwoman Dawson stated that she is glad that the trip she took to Hartford, Alabama could be of assistance to the City and that she will be attending another class in Dothan in September related to agriculture. She stated that she is excited to see what kind of resources are out there to help. 

Councilman Smith reminded everyone to be careful on the roads because CCA children returned to school Friday morning and Luverne School starts tomorrow. He also reminded everyone to think about the teachers and watch for the school buses. Councilman Smith also discussed the wreck at the county pond. He stated that he would like to recommend drafting a resolution for the heroism of the three young men who risked life and limb that resulted in saving the lives of two of the occupants in the car. The council was in agreement.

Councilwoman Smyth stated she would like to thank the chief for his officers’ response to the situation this week with one of her neighbors. The officers have been nothing but professional and responsive in that situation and that it is really appreciated.   

Councilman Jones gave the council a detail update on the Coronavirus.

[bookmark: _GoBack]Councilman Billings stated that he agrees with Councilman Smith about recognizing the three boys for their heroism at the lake accident and notified the remaining council members of a candlelight vigil to be held for Ms. Mellie Shakespear on Sunday at 6 p.m. at the lake. Councilman Billings also requested to recognize the Dixie 12U girls for finishing 2nd in the Dixie World Series which is quite an accomplishment. 

Councilman Billings made a motion to adjourn the meeting. Councilman Smith seconded the motion.

Meeting was adjourned.
