COUNCIL MEETING
CITY OF LUVERNE
July 26, 2021

	The City of Luverne Council met in regular session on July 26 2021 at 5:30 p.m., in the City Hall Building. The following members were present:

	
Mayor Pro-tem Kip Smith
Betty Dawson, Councilwoman 
Kathy Smyth, Councilwoman
Elliott Jones, Councilman
Eddie Billings, Councilman 
Mike Jones, Attorney 
	Margie Gomillion, Clerk
	Michelle Royals, Engineer
	William Neal, Building Inspector
	Mike Johnson, Chief

	Absent:
Mayor Ed Beasley


Visitors:
Robert Patton		Kim Patton		Susan Tate
Terry Tate		Diane Richardson	Pat Edwards
James Taylor		Jane Mozingo		John Mozingo
Chasity Morgan	Anthony Morgan	John Powell
Marcus Green

	Myor Pro-tem called the meeting to order with the pledge of allegiance to the flag and a prayer.

	The Mayor Pro-tem called for the approval of the minutes of July 12, 2021.  Councilman Jones made a motion to approve the minutes as written. Councilwoman Smyth seconded the motion and the vote was unanimously approved.

[bookmark: _GoBack]		Mayor Pro-tem called on Robert Patton to speak. Mr. Patton thanked the council for allowing him to speak. Mr. Patton informed the council of his long battle with drugs and alcohol, but has been sober for approximately two years now and feels that the good Lord put it on his heart to help people. Mr. Patton then read a certified letter from the city code enforcement officer received earlier that day. The letter advised him that he could not operate a half-way house at 404 W. 3rd Street because it is in an R-1 zone which is strictly single family residential homes. The city does not spot zone nor can variances be obtained for R-1, R-2, or R-3 zones. The letter advised Mr. Patton that he must immediately remove the individuals that currently reside at this address. The letter also addressed Mr. Patton’s home owned business permit which is no longer valid due to the fact that he is no longer residing in the house that the residential business is located.  Mr. Patton clarified that the facility is not a “Half Way House” but rather a “Sober Living Facility”. Mr. Patton discussed that he believes he is 100% compliant with the law. He explained that there are only two men living at the house right now. He has implemented a structure with mandatory rules such as: attending four mandatory meetings every week, random drug tests, and a 10 p.m. curfew at night. Mrs. Patton stated that there are no drugs or alcohol allowed on the property. There is a house manager living on-site who oversees these gentlemen to ensure they abide by the rules. Background checks have been performed on all residents to ensure that none are violent offenders, sex offenders, or have warrants. The Pattons claimed to only be attempting to keep these men safe and help them reestablish their life. Each resident has a job. Mr. Patton stated that he has also established a requirement to perform one hour of community service per week. Anthony Morgan, Chasity Morgan, and Pat Edwards spoke in favor of the sober living home stating the men have been good neighbors who have helped and have refused to accept any money for their work. The neighbors all agreed that they feel very safe and that everyone needs a second chance. They would like the city to allow Mr. Patton to continue the work he is doing because it is benefitting our community. Mrs. Patton then stated they do realize the zoning is residential and understand what a single family home is. But they believe it allows for up to three people and a domestic servant in a house that’s not related and believes the facility qualifies for this exception. The residents are not related but there are not more than three living in the house. Mrs. Patton asked if they were being singled out for what they are doing. The Mayor Pro-tem stated that Mr. Neal’s statement was in the letter and therefore asked Attorney Jones to speak on the legality of the matter.  Mr. Jones confirmed that Mr. Neal verified the zoning and that it is not zoned for that particular use.  Mr. Jones stated that no one was questioning the good that Mr. Patton’s facility can do or has done and believes that the council is in support of what Mr. Patton is trying to accomplish. Unfortunately, the zoning prohibits this type of facility. Mrs. Patton asked how it can be rezoned since the letter they received earlier that day stated that the city does not allow spot zoning.  Mrs. Patton also pointed out small sections that appeared to currently be spot zoned R-2. Mr. Jones informed the Pattons to file a petition with the zoning board to rezone to a zone that would allow. Mrs. Patton asked for a grace period for the residents to be allowed to stay until that process can be completed because they have nowhere to go. Councilwoman Smyth addressed the issue as the councilperson for this district. She agreed that the cause is needed stating that the council is compassionate to the cause and appreciate what the Pattons are attempting to accomplish. However, there are zoning restrictions. Councilwoman Smyth recognized the neighbors who are supportive of the facility but stated that other neighbors have voiced concerns. Councilwoman Smyth also stated that she was told that a warrant was served on one of the residents early on. The chief confirmed that there was one arrest of a member from the house but the arrest did not take place at the house. Councilwoman Smyth stated that she believes the community would come together to help their cause if the facility was in a neutral location without restrictions.  Councilwoman Smyth thanked the neighbors for attending and providing information that the council did not have. Unfortunately, this is a zoning issue. Attorney Jones referred back to Mrs. Patton’s request for a grace period and stated that based on the letter written by the building inspector the residents would have to vacate as soon as possible. Councilwoman Smyth suggested that Mr. Kemp may have available resources to assist in relocating the residents. Mayor Pro-tem asked Chief Johnson to speak with Mr. Kemp on their behalf. The council agreed to allow the residents to stay until the chief could make contact with Mr. Kemp.  

	The Mayor Pro-tem called on Engineer Royals’ departmental reports. Ms. Royals reported routine work was performed in all departments and everyone has a copy of the report. Ms. Royals stated that since the mural is complete on the budget shop building wall, Ms. Tara Phelps who owns the building has requested that the city furnish and install additional string lights. She would like the lights to attach to the corner of the building and the roof line over the mural and extend to the back corner of the building at the alley.  Ms. Phelps has also requested the lights be attached to the Economic Development building to provide symmetry to the area. The additional lights, cable and fasteners are expected to cost approximately $2,500. We have discussed using a portion of our AMEA grant but this will delay the other things planned for those grant funds. Councilwoman Dawson stated that based on her RC&D training there are grants available for advertising and tourism and offered to share the contact information of a representative that could help. The council was in agreement to add the string lights if a grant is available to fund it. Mayor Pro-tem stated that he has been working with Engineer Royals to find a solution to our problem with wild hogs. Cameras were put out today to pinpoint their movements in an attempt to capture them. 

	Mayor Pro-tem called on the city clerk for the administrative report. Routine work was performed.  

The Mayor Pro-tem stated everyone had a copy of the chief’s report. The chief stated everything is about the same. We are currently working a wreck and there has been a lot going on but everything is running smooth.   

Mayor Pro-tem called on Councilman Billings to report on the parks and recreation. Councilman Billings reported the girls 12U team has progressed to nationals. They are in the process of raising money. The deadline is Thursday to make any donations. The city is contributing the budgeted $1,500 to assist with their housing. After speaking with one of the previous park board members, Gary Sport has decided not to continue as a board member. Andre Parks has not responded. Councilman Billings requested the council consider new appointments for that board. He stated that he would prefer to have one person from each district. 
 
The Mayor Pro-tem stated he spoke with Mr. Steve Defee today regarding the airport operations. Engineer Royals reported that the crew is back filling a hole created from a minor fuel spill. We are also purchasing a partial load of fuel to be split with Greenville Airport. 

	Mayor Pro-tem asked if Mr. Neal had any additional comments that were not in his report. Having none, Mayor Pro-tem asked Councilwoman Smyth to speak on the Ace Application Resolution. Councilwoman Smyth stated that the Alabama Community of Excellence program requires a three year commitment from the city. There are no fees to enter into the program. If chosen, they will assist the city in pursuing our strategic plan that is already in place and begin working towards a comprehensive plan for the city. The organization will also bring resources and professionals to the table that can help us implement those goals. The application will be submitted this week with the mayor’s approval. The Mayor Pro-tem presented the Resolution 072621 for the Ace Application. Councilman Billings made a motion to adopt Resolution 072621 for the Ace Application. Councilwoman Dawson seconded the motion and the vote was unanimously approved. The resolution 072621 is as follows:

RESOLUTION   072621


WHEREAS, The Alabama Communities of Excellence (ACE) program assists participating communities by providing community  development  programs  and  tools  needed  to  ensure  their  long term economic success; and

WHEREAS, ACE partners with various organizations utilizing their collective expertise and experience to offer these valuable programs and tools to participating communities; and

WHEREAS, the City of Luverne desires to develop a  strategic  plan,  comprehensive  plan  and  develop a strong economic development program as  well  as  update  current  and  existing  policies and regulations; and

WHERAS, the City of Luverne recognizes the advantages and opportunities offered by the ACE Program; and

WHEREAS, the City of Luverne is an eligible community with the qualifying population of 4,452; and

WHEREAS, the City of Luverne has the support of the community and recognizes the importance in partnership with the community to be successful;

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, by the Mayor and City Council of the City of Luverne that an application for acceptance into the ACE program is hereby authorized.

Adopted this 26th day of July, 2021.

	Councilwoman Dawson reported she attended the Lead Wiregrass Program in Hartford last week. The class was very beneficial as I learned of useful resources related to tourism and grants that are available. The city can benefit from RC&D as well as our legislatures.

	Councilman Jones stated he would like to once again thank Councilwoman Dawson for taking part in this program. She obviously cares very much and he appreciates her.

	Councilman Billings stated regardless of how the softball team performs in nationals, he will be recommending the council to adopt a resolution once the games are complete.

	Councilman Billings made a motion to adjourn the meeting. Councilwoman Dawson seconded the motion.

Meeting was adjourned.
