 COUNCIL MEETING
CITY OF LUVERNE
July 12, 2021

	The City of Luverne Council met in regular session on July 12, 2021 at 5:30 p.m., in the City Hall Building. The following members were present:
	
Mayor Ed Beasley
Betty Dawson, Councilwoman						
Kip Smith, Councilman 
Elliott Jones, Councilman 
Michelle Royals, Engineer
	Margie Gomillion, Clerk
	Kathy Bradshaw, Editor

	Absent:
	Kathy Smyth, Councilwoman
Eddie Billings, Councilman 
Mike Jones, Attorney

	Visitors:
	Terry Tate		Susan Tate		Nic Atkinson
							
	Mayor Beasley called the meeting to order. The mayor called on Kip Smith to lead the pledge of allegiance to the flag and William Neal to say a prayer.

	Mayor Beasley called for the approval of the minutes of June 28, 2021.  Councilman Smith made a motion to approve the minutes as written. Councilman Jones seconded the motion and the vote was unanimously approved.

	Mayor Beasley stated everyone has a copy of Engineer Royals’ departmental reports. Ms. Royals reported everything is in her report but wanted to give an update on the workman’s comp refunds due to COVID that was mentioned a couple of meetings ago. We received checks in the mail today totaling approximately $3,600. A refund was issued for the difference in what we normally pay for the workers out on the streets working and what we should have been charged because they were sent home. The engineer stated she received notice from Alabama EMA to begin preparing the full application for FEMA Mitigation to add a generator at Well #2 on E 6th Street. Engineer Royals stated we have applied for a CDBG grant for sewer replacement on Jeffcoat St. We will be applying for the same $25,000 Energy Efficient grant for street lights that we have received for the past two years. We will also be applying for the ADECA Waste water grant again.  We received $30,000 two years ago and $40,000 last year to replace the lagoon aerators. Since that is complete, this year we plan to apply for new lift station pumps at the Sister Schubert location. We have also been receiving fluoride grants every year to pay for the fluoride we are injecting into the well water as well as gloves and other safety equipment or any other fluoride related equipment. 

	
	The mayor called on the city clerk for the administrative report. Routine work was performed.

Mayor Beasley stated everyone had a copy of the chief’s report. Since the last meeting, the police department had 202 calls for service, not including building checks. The department made over 29 traffic stops, wrote 21 citations and made 9 misdemeanor arrest. There was 1 animal control call since the last council meeting.

Councilman Smith stated the girls 12U are playing for the state championship today. If they win today they will continue on to the World Series in Louisiana. 

The mayor stated the summer reading program at the library for the children is going really well.  The Luverne city library has more members than the City of Greenville and the City of Troy combined. We are very proud of that fact. 
 
	Mayor Beasley stated everyone has a copy of Mr. Neal’s report. Mr. Neal reported there was one serious call during the holiday. A gentleman was pouring gas into a lawn mower and the gas can exploded burning him. Mr. Neal stated the fireworks display was successful. Mr. Neal stated that the show lasted 13 minutes.  He also stated that Mr.  Steve Sanders is working on gathering donations from the chamber of commerce members to increase the show duration to approximately 20 minutes. 
	
The mayor stated he and Ms. Royals have a meeting tomorrow with Wiley Lott from Southeast Alabama Gas who will be presenting a check in the amount of $11,000. The city will receive $5,500 and the Crenshaw County Economic & Industrial Development Authority will receive $5,500. Wednesday we will meet with Fred Clark with AMEA. I’m sure we will discuss smart meters as well as other things. 

Mayor Beasley called on Terry Tate to speak. Mr. Tate thanked the mayor and council for allowing him to address them. Mrs. Tate passed out a packet to the mayor and council. Mr. Tate discussed living in an R1 zone and the city ordinance concerning placing swimming pools along with the setbacks that are required. Mr. Tate’s neighbor Rodney Wyrosdick applied for a permit to have a swimming pool and needed a variance to attach concrete to the pool for a wider area to walk. Mr. Wyrosdick’s variance was denied by the Board of Adjustments. Mr. Wyrosdick then purchased concrete pavers and placed them by the pool and Mr. Tate stated this was in violation of the board’s earlier ruling. Mr. Neal asked the Board of Adjustment to meet to discuss and give their opinion on whether Mr. Wyrosdick’s pavers are in violation of the earlier ruling on the concrete. Mr. Tate stated this meeting was not posted, notified, or published properly. This last Board of Adjustments meeting was an illegal meeting. Ms. Royals advised Mr. Tate of the procedures used by posting in three places after consulting the city attorney. After further discussion, the mayor stated he would have the city attorney contact Mr. Tate when he returns to the office to schedule a meeting with Mr. and Mrs. Tate to discuss these legal issues. 

Councilwoman Dawson reported she will be attending the second part of the Lead Wiregrass program on the 21st if the $250 previously paid will cover the second session. The class is about tourism and almost every Crenshaw County internet search returns the Crenshaw County Lake meaning it is the biggest tourism resource we have. Councilwoman Dawson stated that it is really related to the city even though the original $250 was not reimbursed. Councilman Jones stated he appreciated Councilwoman Dawson for taking part in the Lead Wiregrass since he is the one that asked her to serve on it. Councilman Jones asked if this was something that discretionary funds could be used for. Mayor Beasely stated anything that is related to county, state, or city government was eligible.  The mayor stated Councilman Johnson had already used the District 1 discretionary funds. Councilman Jones stated he would like to give Councilwoman Dawson $100 of his discretionary fund to be used toward the cost of the class. 

[bookmark: _GoBack]Councilman Smith updated the council on the recurring issues the city is having with wild hogs.  The hogs have destroyed more private property as well as city property.

Councilman Smith made a motion to adjourn the meeting. Councilman Jones seconded the motion.

Meeting was adjourned.
