 COUNCIL MEETING
CITY OF LUVERNE
June 28, 2021

	The City of Luverne Council met in regular session on June 28, 2021 at 5:30 p.m., in the City Hall Building. The following members were present:
	
Mayor Ed Beasley
Betty Dawson, Councilwoman						
Kip Smith, Councilman 					
Kathy Smyth, Councilwoman					
Elliott Jones, Councilman 
Eddie Billings, Councilman 
Mike Jones, Attorney	
Michelle Royals, Engineer
	Margie Gomillion, Clerk
	Kathy Bradshaw, Editor

	Visitors:
	Leola Johnson		Tony Johnson		Cassandra Johnson
	Charlie Johnson	Shirley Johnson	Ricky Johnson
	Nicole Johnson	Maegan Marshall	Ryan Marshall
	Terry Tate		Susan Tate		Nic Atkinson
							
	Mayor Beasley called the meeting to order. The mayor called on Elliott Jones to lead the pledge of allegiance to the flag and Kathy Smyth to say a prayer.

Councilwoman Betty Dawson read aloud and presented Resolution 022221 to the Johnson family in honor of Mr. Charlie “Cuz” Johnson. 

	Mayor Beasley called for the approval of the minutes of June 14, 2021.  Councilman Billings made a motion to approve the minutes as written. Councilman Jones seconded the motion and the vote was unanimously approved.

	The mayor stated we have some unfinished business that we will take up at the next meeting regarding a problem we are having at one of the nicer subdivisions in town. We are looking into things but need a little more time to make sure we get things right. 

	Mayor Beasley stated everyone has a copy of Engineer Royals’ departmental reports. Ms. Royals reported everything is in her report except that the ADECA street light grant for next year was submitted today. Ms. Royals stated she also plans to submit an application for an ADECA wastewater grant as well but it is not ready yet.  

	The mayor called on the city clerk for the administrative report. Routine work was performed.

Mayor Beasley stated everyone had a copy of the chief’s report. Since the last meeting, the police had 198 calls for service, not including building checks. The department made over 33 traffic stops, wrote 34 citations and made 6 misdemeanor arrest. There were 3 animal control calls since the last council meeting.

Councilman Billings reported that baseball and softball seasons are coming to an end. The 10U boys baseball team lost the state tournament championship game today 12-2. However, they received the Sportsmanship Award meaning that our young people represented us well. It was impressive that we were chosen for the Sportsmanship Award out of every team that played in the state. That is a very big honor. I believe it is still voted on by the other teams and coaches. The 8U placed 3rd in district, so they will play in the state tournament on July 9th. The girls 8U and 10U finished 2nd in their district and will also play in state in Enterprise on July 9th. The 12U won the district and will play in state on July 9th. Everything at the lake is operating normally. Michelle made a Facebook post today showing a large snake that was killed on the walking trail this weekend. Once ball season is complete and the facilities are back in order, a fall league for baseball and softball may be considered.  Teams could play one night a week if there is enough participation. Flag football was also discussed if the interest is there, but still no movement on soccer. Ms. Royals pointed out the thank you note from Mr. Joe Rex Sport for the Douglas Park gazebo dedication that is in each council member’s packet.

Engineer Royals reported the cleanup at the airport was completed last week. 

The mayor stated the library is doing great. As you all know, Mrs. Kathyrn Tomlin was awarded the Citizen of the Year award last Thursday night. There was a big crowd at the Dei Center with a very nice program.
 
	Mayor Beasley stated everyone has a copy of Mr. Neal’s report. Mr. Neal reported the fire department had two structure fires one in the county and one in the city. Both structures were destroyed. The department prepared for bad weather in preparation of tropical storm Claudette but thankfully only received one minor call. There was some building inspection issues that were supposed to be discussed tonight involving Mr. Patton who is in violation of the zoning ordinance by operating a half-way house on W. 3rd Street. The R1 zoning does not allow for a half-way house. This was discussed earlier today with Attorney Jones and has been determined that what he is doing is against the codes.  I planned to write him a letter informing him that he cannot continue this operation at this house. The mayor stated that Mr. Patton’s idea is a good thing but we cannot allow someone to disregard the codes. He is helping people in recovery from alcohol and drug abuse which is a great idea to provide a shelter. However, he cannot do this in violation of the code. The mayor stated that he plans to sit down with Attorney Jones, Mr. Neal, and Mr. Patton to discuss and will report back at the next meeting. Mr. Neal was directed to delay writing the letter to Mr. Patton. Mr. Neal also reported the Board of Adjustments will meet at 4 p.m. this Wednesday concerning an issue on Greenbrier Drive. The mayor stated that this is why I had asked Mr. and Mrs. Tate to wait until the next meeting to allow time for the board’s deliberation. The Tates have been very cooperative throughout this situation. Councilman Smith reminded everyone of the fireworks display this Friday, July 2nd at Turner Park. Mr. Neal stated that if the show has to be postponed due to weather it will be rescheduled for Monday, July 5th. 
	
The mayor stated he has been in and out of the office pretty often the last couple of weeks dealing with several different issues. The mayor also reported that July 8, 2021 will be 50 years since Mr. Drexel Rushing lost his life in the line of duty with the Luverne Police Department. We will be dedicating a plaque to Mr. Rushing’s family. I have also been working with Ms. Royals on some of our street and potholes, etc. I plan to get with Ms. Royals to start working on the budget next week so if the council has any ideas of department needs we need to know about them. I was glad to see Mrs. Leola and all the children present for the presentation of Mr. Charlie Johnson’s resolution. I know the Resolution meant a lot to me as mayor as well as to the council. I’m sure it meant a lot to the Johnson family. The mayor thanked Councilwoman Dawson for presenting the resolution.  

[bookmark: _GoBack]Next, the mayor called on Maegan Marshall to present her “Movie Under the Stars” proposal.  Mrs. Marshall presented the council with copies of the proposal and stated she took responsibility for the lack of information that the council had when denying her previous proposal. Mrs. Marshal explained that this proposal mimics an event she was involved with in Seaside Florida while living there. Mrs. Marshall explained that while living in Florida, she worked in marketing for eight years and that she believes Luverne has the perfect platform to host a similar event. Mrs. Marshal proposed to erect a large inflatable screen near the lower baseball fields where movies would be shown once or twice a week depending on the council’s request. It would be a free event for our citizens. The City could sell licenses for local businesses who want to sell food or other things during the event.  Every purchase would also provide taxes back into the city.  Commercials, which Mrs. Marshal offered to do right here in town for free, could also be sold. Selling sponsorships could also be an option. The three page proposal outlines the money that would be needed and the possible days to hold the event. Considering that the date is passed, Mrs. Marshall suggested to postpone until next year which would give plenty of time to secure the sponsors and the funds. If the money is an issue for the City and the RC&D grant is not a possibility, several patrons have offered to donate the money required to procure the screen, projector, etc. Therefore, we would then only need the permission to use the city’s baseball field. If the City is not in favor of using that area, a vendor has also offered the use of their land. Because it is out in the county, city permits would not be required. However, it might be necessary to charge a $5 entry fee which Mrs. Marshall would rather not do. She stated that she would rather make it local and free for the citizens. Councilwoman Smyth stated she is thrilled with Ms. Marshall’s interest and enthusiasm about this project. Councilwoman Smyth explained the process of applying for events with the city and that she liked the idea of private funding for it which would allow the Council to support it in other ways. The City does have grant funds available that could possibly go towards assisting with this. Councilwoman Smyth also explained that if the ball schedule is an issue with Turner Park, we could consider Douglas Park or the lake. The mayor stated he thought it was an excellent idea that gives young families and children an opportunity to spend time together. He told Mrs. Marshal that she could count on the city to do all we can if she could make the event happen.  Ms. Marshall thanked the mayor and council for letting her explain her proposal. She also directed anyone with questions to her email and phone number on the third page of the proposal.

Councilman Billings made a motion to adjourn the meeting. Councilman Jones seconded the motion.

Meeting was adjourned.
