COUNCIL MEETING
CITY OF LUVERNE
December 14, 2020

	The City of Luverne Council met in regular session on December 14, 2020 at 5:30 p.m., in the City Hall Building. The following members were present:
	
Mayor Ed Beasley						Absent:
Charlie Johnson, Councilman 				Mike Jones, Attorney
Kip Smith, Councilman
Kathy Smyth, Councilwoman
Elliott Jones, Councilman 
Eddie Billings, Councilman 
	Margie Gomillion, Clerk
	Michelle Royals, Engineer
	Kendra Majors, Editor
	
	Mayor Beasley called the meeting to order. The mayor called on Kip Smith to lead the pledge of allegiance to the flag and Kathy Smyth to say a prayer.

	The mayor asked everyone to remember the family of his cousin Randy Beasley who passed away this afternoon and keep them in prayer.

	Mayor Beasley called for the approval of the minutes of November 23, 2020.  Councilman Billings made a motion to approve the minutes as written. Councilman Jones seconded the motion and the vote was unanimously approved.

	The mayor called on unfinished and old business. Councilman Jones asked to table the Rescue Squad proposal discussion until a further date. 

	Mayor Beasley called on Engineer Royals’ departmental reports. Ms. Royals reported routine work was performed in all departments and everyone has a copy of the report. Councilman Smith stated everyone who has not had an opportunity to look at the lagoon area should go by. All the debris that was hauled in from the storm damage has been cleaned up and looks really good. Ms. Royals reported there will be a brief outage tonight around 9:00 p.m. that will affect the Nursing Home to just south of the Street Department for about 30 minutes. 
	
	The mayor called on the city clerk for the administrative report. Routine work was performed.

Mayor Beasley stated everyone had a copy of the chief’s report. Since the last meeting, the police department had 549 calls of service including building checks. The department made over 48 traffic stops, wrote 12 citations and over 36 warnings. The department made 7 misdemeanor arrests. There were 5 animal control calls since the last council meeting. The speed control device is still on the Airport Road. It can be moved as needed to any district. Councilwoman Smyth stated she was really proud of how the police department handled the incident that happened in her district a couple of Sundays ago and they are to be commended. The mayor stated the Christmas parade went well.
Councilman Jones gave an update from Public Health regarding the COVID vaccine.  He stated that initially the Pfizer vaccine will only be housed at Southeast Medical in Dothan due to refrigeration requirements.  The Moderna vaccine will not require temperatures as low and will therefore be available for distribution by Public Health to all citizens at the Tom Harbin Farm Center once released. Mayor Beasley questioned if Councilman Jones believes if supplies would be depleted rapidly.  Councilman Jones spoke of people’s reservations about how quickly the vaccine was developed and approved but stated that he believes this is an example of what can happen when the governmental red tape is moved out of the way.   

The mayor stated everyone has a copy of Mr. Neal’s report.

Mayor Beasley asked Councilwoman Smyth to give an economic development update.  Councilwoman Smyth stated she would like to thank the city departments for the Christmas Décor at Douglas Park. A lot of that was with a grant through AMEA. It looks like the Hidden Treasure building is coming down in order to make way for Jack’s. 

Mayor Beasley stated Morris Tate’s appointment for the Water Board has expired. Councilwoman Smyth stated at the last meeting she suggested someone as a replacement but after speaking with the board chairperson she would like to retract that and further support Morris Tate for the board. Councilman Jones made a motion to reappoint Morris Tate to the Water Board. Councilman Smith seconded the motion and the vote was unanimously approved.

The mayor stated there are some upcoming appointments for the next meeting for the Industrial Development Board. Councilwoman Smyth stated Randy Smyth has made it clear to his councilperson that he is not interested in serving another term on the Industrial Development Board. 

Councilman Smith stated he would like to request for each councilmember and mayor to please make a list of the top five things they would like to see implemented or done differently within the Rescue Department. Councilman Smith stated he will put everyone’s list together. Councilman Smith stated he has already spoken to Lynda Turner to let her know she will be getting this. The mayor and council would like to see a few changes to make things better since the city has a vested interest in Luverne Rescue. Councilman Jones stated he thought this was a wonderful idea. There is no way it could work out any better than if we can keep everything local and just fix the issues that we have. The mayor stated he thought the Luverne Rescue needed to be put under the council’s umbrella as a normal department. There needs to be a set of rules that all the council approves. 

Councilman Smith reported there were issues at the fire station when we had the last power outage. The in-house generator didn’t function properly so we had to get into the electrical room which is located in the center. We couldn’t get into the room because of supplies. Councilman Smith recommended putting the supplies in Ms. Anita’s small office and close in another section in the main meeting area to make her a new office that would be a little bigger. The mayor asked Councilman Smith to get with Ms. Anita to see how big her office needs to be.

	Councilwoman Smyth discussed the city’s annual employee meeting and dinner. The council decided each department would meet separately for the annual meeting and dinner this year and allow the department heads to present the employee awards due to COVID-19. 

	Mayor Beasley discussed the next meeting. Councilman Jones made a motion the next meeting would be the 2nd Monday in January. Councilman Smith seconded and all was in favor.

[bookmark: _GoBack]	Councilman Jones made a motion to adjourn the meeting. Councilman Smith seconded the motion.

Meeting was adjourned.
