COUNCIL MEETING
CITY OF LUVERNE
November 23, 2020

	The City of Luverne Council met in regular session on November 23, 2020 at 5:30 p.m., in the City Hall Building. The following members were present:
	
Mayor Ed Beasley
Charlie Johnson, Councilman 
Kip Smith, Councilman
Kathy Smyth, Councilwoman
Elliott Jones, Councilman 
Eddie Billings, Councilman 
Mike Jones, Attorney – by conference call
	Margie Gomillion, Clerk
	Michelle Royals, Engineer
			
	
	Visitors:
	Merrill Sport 		Rob Parker
	Stephen Wilson	Brendan Rea

	Mayor Beasley called the meeting to order. The mayor called on Kip Smith to lead the pledge of allegiance to the flag and Eddie Billings to say a prayer.

	The mayor called for the approval of the minutes of November 9, 2020.  Councilman Billings made a motion to approve the minutes as written. Councilman Johnson seconded the motion and the vote was unanimously approved.

	Mayor Beasley called on Engineer Royals’ departmental reports. Ms. Royals reported routine work was performed in all departments and everyone has a copy of the report. Ms. Royals reported the old T&B building demolition is complete and all debris has been removed. The contractor was not able to fill the holes left by the lift cylinders so he had caps fabricated. We will build some type of rail system around it before it is opened and striped for actual parking. Ms. Royals stated the Douglas Park landscaping is complete and the Christmas decorations should be completely installed this week. Ms. Royals reminded the council about a scheduled power outage by Alabama Power that will affect our substation starting Tuesday, November 24th at 11 p.m. until Wednesday, November 25th at 7 a.m.
	
	The mayor called on the city clerk for the administrative report. Routine work was performed.

	Mayor Beasley stated everyone had a copy of the chief’s report. Councilman Johnson discussed a letter that the council received from Wayne Carter concerning loud mufflers around the school. Councilman Johnson asked if posting a sign might help. By telephone, the chief stated they could continue to issue tickets. There have been two patrol cars posted near the school when available. There was some discussion about the cost of an improper muffler ticket. The mayor told the chief he would get back with him if anything further was needed.
The mayor stated everyone has a copy of Mr. Neal’s report.

	The mayor called on Rob Parker and Stephen Wilson to discuss their proposal. Mr. Parker stated their proposal is for coverage of the entire county 24 hours a day/7 days a week. Mr. Parker proposed creating a new company called Crenshaw EMS. Mr. Parker stated they would like to work with everyone and tailor to the needs of the county. Councilman Jones asked if all Luverne rescue employees would be eligible for employment with them. Mr. Parker stated everyone would be offered a job. Councilwoman Smyth asked if the current employees would receive the same pay and benefits. Mr. Parker stated he did not have that information on hand but they are very competitive. Councilman Smith asked what equipment they planned to take over that is currently being used by Crenshaw County Services. Mr. Parker stated the equipment used by Luverne and Brantley Rescue. The response times were discussed. Councilman Smith stated that he hated that Luverne Rescue and Brantley Rescue was not represented at the meeting and knew nothing of this especially when it involved taking over their trucks and equipment.  There was more discussion concerning the use of the trucks and equipment.  After further discussion, Mayor Beasley made a recommendation for Mr. Parker and Mr. Wilson to sit down with a representative from each entity within the county. The mayor asked Commissioner Sport if he had any comments. Mr. Sport stated he thought that was a good suggestion. Mr. Sport stated anytime you have an opportunity to get better coverage and pay our people more we should hear what they have to say. Mr. Parker asked Councilman Smith if he would get him a list of who to contact to set up a meeting. 

	Mayor Beasley stated the annual employee meeting and dinner will be Monday, December 14th at 6 p.m. at the Chicken Shack. After some discussion, Councilman Smith made a motion to cancel the annual meeting and dinner this year and allow the department heads to present the employee awards due to COVID-19. Councilman Johnson seconded the motion and all was in favor. 

	The mayor stated Morris Tate’s appointment for the Water Board will expire in December. Councilwoman Smyth recommended to consider Russ Tranum to replace the appointment of Morris Tate at the next meeting. 

	Mayor Beasley stated the appointments for Dr. S.P. Walker and Derri Andress to the Library Board will expire in December. Councilman Johnson made a motion to reappoint S.P. Walker to the Library Board. Councilman Smith seconded the motion and the vote was unanimously approved. Councilman Johnson made a motion to reappoint Derri Andress to the Library Board. Councilman Smith seconded the motion. The vote was as follows:

	Yea: Charlie Johnson			Abstained: Eddie Billings
	         Kip Smith
                     Kathy Smyth
	         Elliott Jones

The motion carried.
	
	The mayor presented the council with Resolution No. 112320 to award the New Turn Lane with Highway Access Improvements contract award to lower bidder Bullard Excavating, Inc. Councilman Billings made a motion to adopt Resolution No. 112320 to award the New Turn Lane with Highway Access Improvements contract award to lower bidder Bullard Excavating, Inc. Councilman Smith seconded the motion and all was in favor. The resolution is as follows:

CITY OF LUVERNE
RESOLUTION NO. 112320

COMMUNITY DEVELOPMENT BLOCK GRANT  
PROJECT NO. SM-ED-PF-19-005
NEW TURN LANE WITH HIGHWAY ACCESS IMPROVEMENTS


WHEREAS, the City of Luverne advertised for bids in connection with CDBG Number SM-ED-PF-19-005, otherwise known as “New Turn Lane with Highway Access Improvements”, and

WHEREAS, a bid opening was held November 13, 2020, and three sealed bids were received and opened publically at City Hall on this date, and 

WHEREAS, Southern Engineering Solutions has recommended the contract be awarded to Bullard Excavating, Inc., in the amount of $178,031.50, and  

WHEREAS, Bullard Excavating, Inc. is not debarred from working on federally funded project per SAM.gov search results attached hereto, and

WHEREAS, it has been determined that it is in the best interest of the City of Luverne to enter into a contract with Bullard Excavating, Inc.,

NOW, THEREFORE, LET IT BE RESOLVED by the Mayor and the Council of the City of Luverne, Alabama as follows:

SECTION 1. That the contract for New Turn Lane with Highway Access Improvements CDBG Project No. SM-ED-PF-19-005 be awarded to Bullard Excavating, Inc., in the amount of $178,031.50. 

SECTION 3. That this action is based on the current interpretation of ADECA procurement policy with is acknowledged by this resolution and ADECA policy on file. 

SECTION 4. That Ed Beasley, in his capacity as Mayor, is hereby authorized and directed to execute said contract on behalf of the City of Luverne. 

PASSED, ADOPTED AND APPROVED this 23rd day of November, 2020.

	Mayor Beasley presented the council with Resolution 112320(a) congratulating Crenshaw Christian Academy for winning the 2020 AISA Class A State Championship. Councilman Smith made a motion to adopt Resolution 112320(a). Councilman Johnson seconded the motion and all was in favor. The resolution is as follows:

	
RESOLUTION 112320(a) 


WHEREAS, the Crenshaw Christian Academy Cougar football team has distinguished itself by winning the 2020 AISA Class A football championship; and

WHEREAS, the players and coaches dedicated long hours to conditioning and preparation; and

WHEREAS, the Cougars were Region 1 champions with a region record of five wins and no losses; and

WHEREAS, the Cougars achieved an overall record of ten wins and three losses with two of the losses being to the Class 2A and Class 3A state champions; and

WHEREAS, the Cougar offense totaled 4,462 yards and 60 touchdowns while outscoring their opponents 466 to 232; and

WHEREAS, the Cougars were led by Head Coach Wayne Grant and assistant coaches, Tom Compton, Chris Garner, Justin Hall, Russell Lawrence and Preston Owens; and

WHEREAS, the Cougars have represented the City of Luverne and its citizens with great sportsmanship;

THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, by the Mayor and City Council of the City of Luverne, that they do congratulate the 2020 AISA Class A State Champion Crenshaw Christian Academy Cougars for their outstanding accomplishments;

RESOLVED FURTHER, the Mayor and Council do send their appreciation for the hard work and dedication exhibited throughout the football season; 

RESOLVED FURTHER, that a copy of this Resolution be spread upon the minutes of this body and provided to the Crenshaw Christian Academy Cougars.

DONE this 23rd day of November, 2020.

The mayor presented the council with a request from the Crenshaw County Chamber of Commerce to hold the annual Crenshaw County Chamber of Commerce Christmas Parade on Thursday, December 10th at 6:00 p.m. Councilman Smith made a motion to approve the request from the Crenshaw County Chamber of Commerce to hold the annual Crenshaw County Chamber of Commerce Christmas Parade on Thursday, December 10th at 6:00 p.m. Councilman Johnson seconded the motion. The vote was as follows:

Yea: Charlie Johnson			Nay: Elliott Jones 
	         Kip Smith
                     Kathy Smyth
	         Eddie Billings

[bookmark: _GoBack]The motion carried.

Councilman Smith stated the list of who to invite to the rescue meeting is as follows:

	City of Luverne Mayor & Council
	The mayors from Brantley, Dozier, Glenwood, Petrey & Rutledge
	Sylvia Davis, Brantley Rescue
	Lynda Turner, Luverne Rescue
	Richard Jordan, Highland Home Representative
	Charlie Sankey & Merrill Sport, Crenshaw County Commission

Councilman Billings stated he would like to thank the City Fire Department and Police Department for welcoming the Crenshaw Christian Academy Cougars as they entered town after winning the AISA Class A State Championship. 
 
	 Mayor Beasley discussed proposals for Basis Life and Long Term Disability for the city employees. The proposals are as follows:

	Company proposal	     Alliance Insurance          Watts Insurance       Watts Insurance
Proposal (1)		Proposal (2)
	Life Amount			$30,000.00		$30,000.00		$40,000.00
	Monthly Premium Life	$     408.48		$     343.20		$     388.96
	Monthly Premium LTD	$     806.60		$     671.03		$     671.03
	Total				$  1,215.08		$  1,014.23		$  1,059.99

After discussion, Councilman Billings made a motion to accept Watts Insurance Proposal (2) which includes $40,000 life insurance coverage and LTD for a total of $1,059.99 per month. Councilman Jones seconded the motion and the vote was unanimously approved.
	
	Councilman Billings made a motion to adjourn the meeting. Councilman Jones seconded the motion.

Meeting was adjourned.
