COUNCIL MEETING
CITY OF LUVERNE
October 26, 2020

	The City of Luverne Council met in regular session on October 26, 2020 at 5:30 p.m., in the City Hall Building. The following members were present:
	
Mayor Ed Beasley
Charlie Johnson, Councilman 
Kip Smith, Councilman
Kathy Smyth, Councilwoman
Elliott Jones, Councilman – by conference call
Eddie Billings, Councilman 
Mike Jones, Attorney – by conference call
	Margie Gomillion, Clerk
	Michelle Royals, Engineer
	William Neal, Building Inspector
	Andrew Edwards, Editor	
	
	Visitors:
	Merrill Sport
	Ernie Dewrell

	Mayor Beasley called the meeting to order. The mayor called on Kathy Smyth to lead the pledge of allegiance to the flag and Eddie Billings to say a prayer.

	The mayor called for the approval of the minutes of October 12, 2020.  Councilman Billings made a motion to approve the minutes as written. Councilman Smith seconded the motion and the vote was unanimously approved.

	Mayor Beasley called on Engineer Royals’ departmental reports. Ms. Royals reported routine work was performed in all departments and everyone has a copy of the report. Ms. Royals stated the ATRIP II grant application is almost complete and should be submitted this week. Mr. Royals stated that the council needs to make one final decision prior to submission.  Based on ALDOT grant requirements, preliminary engineering is only eligible for grant funds if ALDOT performs the preliminary engineering.  However, if the preliminary engineering is performed by ALDOT, they will have full discretion over the design with no input from the City. The grant also requires that the City commit to fully fund any and all overruns once the project is complete. This means if ALDOT over designs the project, we not only have no way to control that, but we will also be responsible to pay for the overrun.  Troy Hudson with Southern Engineering Solutions, who is writing the grant application, has offered to perform the preliminary engineering for $80,000 and has stated that his design would include the Glenwood Rd realignment as well as installing turn lanes for Mt. Ida Rd as shown in the provided sketches. Using Southern Engineering Solutions would allow us to improve both intersections and still be within the $2 million grant amount.  The county has requested to co-sponsor the ATRIP II application and has offered to share in the cost of the preliminary engineering.  This partnership would reduce the City’s expense from $80,000 to $40,000.  Therefore, Ms. Royals made a recommendation that the City commit to paying $40,000 for preliminary engineering and apply for both Glenwood Road realignment and Mt Ida Road turn lanes.  After some discussion, Councilman Billings made a motion to accept Ms. Royals’ recommendation to hire Southern Engineering Solutions to perform the preliminary engineering allowing the application to include both Glenwood Road and Mt Ida Road turn lanes and realignment. Councilman Smith seconded the motion. The vote was as follows:

	Yea: Charlie Johnson		Abstained: Kathy Smyth
	         Kip Smith
                     Elliott Jones
                     Eddie Billings

	The motion carried.

	The mayor reported he met with Mike Jones and Lomax Byrd one day last week. Mayor Beasley stated Mr. Byrd has picked up another company. Mr. Jones stated Mr. Byrd is working with the Alabama Forestry Commission to come up with some curriculum for training people that can be particularly helpful in the forest industry as well as other industries. He has also partnered with another company who has hired almost fifteen people already. This company will be paying rent. The original agreement did not allow for subletting.  However, the City has agreed to cooperate with Mr. Byrd as long as he sublets to a company who is providing jobs in this area. Mr. Jones stated once the details have been worked out, the City will receive some of the rent collected by Mr. Byrd. Mr. Byrd has made numerous improvements to the building already and has plans for more. Mr. Jones stated when everything is ready he will make a report to the council. 

	Mayor Beasley called on the city clerk for the administrative report. Routine work was performed.

The mayor stated everyone has a copy of the chief’s report. Since the last meeting, the police department had 363 calls of service including building checks. The department made over 53 traffic stops, wrote 16 citations and over 37 warnings. The department made 3 misdemeanor and 2 felony arrest. There were 5 animal control calls since the last council meeting. The speed control device is still at Memorial Curve. There has been a request to move it to Airport Road just below the farm center. It will be moved next week.

Mayor Beasley stated the library is doing very well.

	The mayor stated everyone has a copy of Mr. Neal’s report. Mr. Neal stated there was one serious structure fire in Rutledge. There have been 20 calls in 26 days with most of them being helicopter standbys, hospital lift assist and had one pretty bad wreck on Petrey Hwy. Mr. Neal reported that he has also been working with Engineer Royals to assist Tony & Nichole Oliver with their new business.

	Councilwoman Smyth reported lights have been placed out by the Industrial Park sign. The landscaping is commencing on the Industrial Park sign and AMEA grid sign. They should start landscaping at Douglas Park this week.

	Mayor Beasley stated next on the agenda was to discuss health insurance for elected officials. The mayor stated he felt that if you are an employee in any capacity with the City of Luverne you deserve the option of whether or not to accept the insurance. Councilwoman Smyth stated that she plans on looking at the insurance. This is something that would be fully paid by the council member. It will not be required.  For those who do not want to participate, they will simply sign a form declining coverage and submit to the clerk’s office. Councilwoman Smyth stated she appreciates the willingness for the clerk’s office to look into that for the council members and be willing to move through the clerical issues with it. The open enrollment is November and coverage starts January 1st. Councilman Smith made a motion to allow elected officials to participate in the city’s health insurance coverage as long as premiums are paid in full by the council member.  Councilwoman Smyth seconded the motion and all was in favor.

	Councilman Smith stated Wednesday is one of the medic’s official last working day on the payroll. Tim White will be retiring and has been with the city a long time. He started out in the water department years ago then transferred to the rescue and got his medics license. Councilman Smith stated he appreciates his work and dedication to the city. Councilman Smith suggested maybe doing a resolution honoring him for his 20 plus years of service to the City. The Mayor asked Mr. Jones to do a resolution. Councilman Smith stated, “Today is our last official meeting of our present term. I have enjoyed working with you and look forward to working with you again for the next four years”.

	Councilwoman Smyth stated that the word has gotten out about Halloween being moved from the downtown area to Turner Park for trick-or-treating but people have asked about the neighborhoods. Councilwoman Smyth asked if the city wants to put out a statement on the Facebook page or the newspaper about the plans. A couple of small towns around us have put a reminder out if you are participating in trick-or-treating you leave your light on if you don’t want to participate turn your light off. Councilman Jones stated EMA has put out a blanket county wide guide for the porch light being left on or off depending on participation. It’s gotten out to a lot of people reaching 5,000 to 6,000 so far.

	Councilman Jones discussed hurricane Zeta coming up out of the gulf. Councilman Jones stated that nothing is set in stone but that he will probably be giving guidance on having school on Wednesday. Councilman Jones stated Thursday is probably going to be a day to look at for possible closures. Councilman Jones stated our chances of tropical force winds have went up a little and we could be looking at 40-50 mile per hour gusts. He thinks we will mostly be dealing with a lot of power outages, roads blocked, and trees down. 

[bookmark: _GoBack]	Councilman Billings stated he would like to tip his hat to Councilwoman Smyth and her efforts to attract people into the business. Councilman Billings stated that Councilwoman Smyth and other’s efforts in town to increase traffic has been duly noted and appreciated. 

	Councilman Billings made a motion to adjourn the meeting. Councilman Smith seconded the motion.

Meeting was adjourned.
