COUNCIL MEETING
CITY OF LUVERNE
October 12, 2020

	The City of Luverne Council met in regular session on October 12, 2020 at 5:30 p.m., in the City Hall Building. The following members were present:
	
Mayor Ed Beasley
Charlie Johnson, Councilman 
Kip Smith, Councilman
Kathy Smyth, Councilwoman
Elliott Jones, Councilman 
Eddie Billings, Councilman 
Mike Jones, Attorney – by conference call
	Margie Gomillion, Clerk
	Michelle Royals, Engineer
	William Neal, Building Inspector
	
	
	Visitors:
	Randy Rogers		Clay Crum	
	Stae Sanders		John Ganey
	Morris Tate		Nichole Oliver
	Dianne Oliver

	Mayor Beasley called the meeting to order. The mayor called on Stae Sanders to lead the pledge of allegiance to the flag and Pastor Clay Crum to say a prayer.

	The mayor called for the approval of the minutes of September 28, 2020.  Councilman Billings made a motion to approve the minutes as written. Councilman Jones seconded the motion and the vote was unanimously approved.

	Mayor Beasley called on Engineer Royals’ departmental reports. Ms. Royals reported routine work was performed in all departments and everyone has a copy of the report. Ms. Royals stated the street department started burning the debris at the lagoon last week that was generated from our recent storm. Most of the debris was burned last week but there are still a couple of smaller piles burning this week. We rented a dozer to help us keep those piles pushed up. The dozer was moved today to the drainage ditch off of W. 9th Street to work on the FEMA project over the next couple of weeks. 

	Next, Engineer Royals reminded the Council of their recent approval of a motion to surplus a garbage truck and informed them that the Electric Board approved a motion to surplus the old 1994 Digger Derrick truck. Ms. Royals reported that the Water Board approved a motion to surplus two pickup trucks today. Ms. Royals stated that those four pieces of equipment, as well as, two old lawn mowers will be advertised for bid in the next week or so.

	The mayor called on the city clerk for the administrative report. Routine work was performed.
Mayor Beasley stated the chief has been a little under the weather. The thru traffic has been awful the last couple of weeks.

The mayor stated the library is doing very well.

	Mayor Beasley stated everyone has a copy of Mr. Neal’s report. 

	Councilwoman Smyth reported some of the Douglas Park project will start next week.

	The mayor stated the Water Board met today. Engineer Royals reported that we closed out the Wastewater Energy Efficiency grant. The paperwork has been submitted and we should be eligible for all $30,000 of that grant. We also re-applied for a $25,000 Energy Efficiency grant toward the purchase and installation of new LED street lights. So we should have $30,000 coming to the Water Board and $25,000 coming to the Electric Board in the coming weeks. 
	
	Mayor Beasley stated the term on the Planning Commission for Robyn Snellgrove expires in October. Councilman Smith made a motion to re-appoint Robyn Snellgrove to the Planning Commission. Councilman Jones seconded the motion and the vote was unanimously approved.

	The mayor stated the term for Charlie Johnson and Ed Beasley expires in October for the Water Board. Councilman Billings made a motion to reappoint Charlie Johnson to the Water Board. Councilman Jones seconded the motion and the vote was as follows:

	Yea:	Elliott Jones			Abstained: Charlie Johnson
		Kip Smith
		Kathy Smyth
		Eddie Billings
 
The motion carried.

	Councilman Billings made a motion to re-appoint Ed Beasley to the Water Board. Councilman Jones seconded the motion and all was in favor. 

	Mayor Beasley stated Ms. Royals met with Chief McManigle, Captain Neal, and Councilman Smith to discuss the Fire Department Services Budget Agreement. Ms. Royals reported that the In-City runs have been consistently higher than budgets over the last few years causing that line item to go over budget.  All parties agreed on revising the current funding agreement from a per run rate to a flat rate per month. The Luverne Fire Department will receive $2,000 per month to include all In-City emergency responses by the Fire Department. The Fire Department agrees to maintain the current ISO emergency response and training levels. This agreement can be reevaluated upon request by either party. After further discussion, Councilman Jones made a motion to accept the new run agreement with the Luverne Fire Department. Councilwoman Smyth seconded the motion and the vote was as follows:

Yea:	Elliott Jones			Abstained: Kip Smith
		Charlie Johnson			      Eddie Billings
		Kathy Smyth
		
 	The motion carried.

	Mayor Beasley reported there is a vacancy on the Crenshaw County Economic & Industrial Development Authority. The board was vacated by Terry Butts. The mayor stated Steve Linton has agreed to replace Terry Butts and opened the floor for any nominations. Councilman Jones made a motion to appoint Steve Linton to serve the remainder of Terry Butts’ term on the Crenshaw County Economic & Industrial Development Authority. Councilman Billings seconded the motion and all was in favor. 

	The mayor stated that all Council Members have a copy of Proposed Ordinance 20-05 for the Sale of Alcoholic Beverages Sunday PM. The Mayor asked for a show of hands from the gallery to represent who was in favor of the proposed ordinance and who was opposed.  There were two visitors in attendance in favor of the proposed ordinance and five against the proposed ordinance. The mayor asked for one representative from each side to speak.  Nichole Oliver being elected to speak stated she is opening a sports bar on S. Forest Ave where Subway was previously located. Mrs. Oliver stated that she believed it would benefit her business as well as bring revenue to the city because people are now going to neighboring cities and counties to purchase alcohol on Sundays. Pastor Clay Crum was then recognized to speak on behalf of those opposed. Pastor Crum stated he understood Mrs. Oliver’s position and the difficulty of trying to run a business and make a profit. He also stated he understood from the city’s standpoint more revenue means more tax which is more revenue for the city. But profit and revenue are not our only assets as people. He stated he that thinks we need to make it a priority to do the moral thing. God blesses us and can replace any loss of revenue we might have if we honor him. 

Councilman Jones stated he took a poll within his district and received feedback via online, phone, and text messages from 107 registered voters within his district. Eighty one of the people that responded were against the sale of alcohol on Sunday while only 26 spoke in favor of. Councilman Jones stated the ones who took part in this poll spoke against the proposed ordinance primarily because they believe Sunday is a sacred day. They are afraid if we keep letting everything go, eventually the day of worship of the Lord will just become another day. The people of District 4 are definitely not in favor of the alcohol ordinance. 

Councilwoman Smyth stated that at the time Mayor Beasley brought the issue to the council for consideration for the Sunday Alcohol sales, she felt it was out of a monetary interest for additional revenue for the city as Brantley and neighboring Rutledge were allowing those sales. Councilwoman Smyth stated her position has been out of a conservative nature that she believes in small government and less restrictions. She believed this vote was about giving the restaurants, grocery stores, convenience stores, and consumers both the option and the freedom to make those decisions on their own. Councilwoman Smyth stated she was not advocating for it but was considering those options and freedoms for those retailers and other owners. We also have a responsibility to listen to our constituents even though she didn’t have an overwhelming response in her district for or against the issue the other council members did. Councilwoman Smyth stated the Council needs to be responsive to the concerns of our citizens.

Councilman Johnson stated opposition of this kind always comes from the church and that the Council needs to be sensitive to what our citizens want. Councilman Johnson stated he has had two contacts opposing but all other opinions given were neutral. Councilman Johnson stated that Abraham Lincoln said when you take a public office you become public property so he has mixed emotions. 

Councilman Billings stated he believes in small government and does not believe we should tell small businesses what to do and should stay out of business to a certain extent. But he also goes to church at First Baptist and was raised with certain beliefs. He stated that he also received numerous contacts from both church going constituents as well as non-churchgoing who were all overwhelmingly against the proposed ordinance because they like our way of life in South Alabama. Councilman Billings also stated that he doesn’t know if we would raise enough tax dollars on a half day to make a significant enough difference to warrant distracting from the Sabbath day. 

[bookmark: _GoBack]Councilman Smith stated that he understands we are looking into this for revenue purposes to generate tax dollars. Councilman Smith stated that he feels the same way as Councilwoman Smyth that it was intended to be an option to the businesses whether to sell it or not to sell it.  There were four people who contacted me and all four were against it. Councilman Smith stated the people of the city have spoken. They put the confidence in the Council to run the city the way it should be run.  

After further comments from the visitors, the mayor opened the floor for a motion to adopt Ordinance 20-05 Sale of Alcoholic Beverages on Sunday. There being no motion made, the Ordinance 20-05 failed for lack of a motion.

	Mayor Beasley presented the council with an event application for the Crenshaw County Chamber of Commerce to have a Crenshaw County yard sale at Turner Park on October 30th – 31st from 7:00 a.m. to 3:00 p.m.  After some discussion, Councilman Billings made a motion to approve the event for the Crenshaw County Chamber of Commerce on October 30th – 31st. Councilman Smith seconded the motion and the vote was unanimously approved.

	Councilman Jones made a motion to adjourn the meeting. Councilwoman Smyth seconded the motion.

Meeting was adjourned.
