COUNCIL MEETING
CITY OF LUVERNE
September 14, 2020

	The City of Luverne Council met in regular session on September 14, 2020 at 5:30 p.m., in the City Hall Building. The following members were present:

	
Mayor Ed Beasley
Charlie Johnson, Councilman 
Kip Smith, Councilman
Kathy Smyth, Councilwoman
Elliott Jones, Councilman – by conference call
Eddie Billings, Councilman 
Mike Jones, Attorney – by conference call
	Margie Gomillion, Clerk
	Michelle Royals, Engineer
	William Neal, Building Inspector
	Mike Johnson, Chief
	Andrew Edwards, Editor
	Nick Atkinson, Officer

	
	Visitor:
	Mark Nichols		Carla Hofmann
	Kyle Richburg		Sherry Johnson
	Edward Johnson

	Mayor Beasley called the meeting to order. The mayor called on Charlie Johnson to lead the pledge of allegiance to the flag and Eddie Billings to say a prayer.

	The mayor called for the approval of the minutes of August 24, 2020.  Councilman Billings made a motion to approve the minutes as written. Councilman Johnson seconded the motion and the vote was unanimously approved.

	Councilman Johnson stated at the last meeting the council voted to give Mr. Coleman notice to remove the trailer from his property on Joseph Avenue in 30 days. Mr. Coleman does not have anywhere to put the trailer at this time. After discussion, the mayor suggested tabling this matter until the next meeting for discussion to see what progress Mr. Coleman has made.

[bookmark: _GoBack]	Mayor Beasley called on Engineer Royals’ departmental reports. Ms. Royals reported routine work was performed in all departments and everyone has a copy of the report. Ms. Royals discussed work done in the alley behind Flowers by Michelle. 
 	 
Mayor Beasley called on the city clerk for the administrative report. Routine work was performed.
The mayor stated everyone had a copy of the chief’s report. The chief stated everything was in his report. Chief Johnson stated everyone had a copy of the lease information for police cars. The chief stated this is the cheapest way he found to do it and to stay within his budget. There are several options with four or five year terms and paying semi-annual or annual. Chief Johnson proposed leasing three vehicles over four years providing new cars under warranty which would reduce repair costs. Chief Johnson also stated that all three cars would belong to the City after the four years with no additional payment or fees.  After some discussion, Councilman Smith made a motion to lease the three vehicles on a four year plan and decide on the interest rate of either semi-annual or annual. Councilwoman Smyth seconded the motion. Discussion began regarding options to reduce the overall cost of the patrol cars.  One option was to purchase a single new patrol car outright from state bid including equipment for approximately $27,000. The chief also mentioned that the radio and radar equipment would be salvaged for use in older cars before the existing cars are sold but stated that the purchase price included new equipment because the older equipment was not compatible with the new cars.  The Mayor asked the chief to give the local banks an opportunity to quote interest rates.  Councilwoman Smyth also questioned the need for three cars specifically given that two cars would allow more room in the budget for other things.  Chief Johnson stated that reducing the agreement to two cars would increase the interest rate. The chief agreed that he could keep the best of the three that he planned to sell, but warned of potential repair expenses associated with that car. Due to concerns about the number of cars to purchase as well as the final cost, Councilwoman Smyth withdrew her second and Councilman Smith withdrew his motion. The council agreed for the chief to bring more information back to the next meeting. 

Mayor Beasley stated the library is doing very well.

	The mayor stated everyone has a copy of Mr. Neal’s report. Mr. Neal reported Ms. Cole has cleaned the two junk cars, the grass and some of the shrubbery. Ms. Cole asked to burn the trailer and she was told she would have to cut it up.

	Councilwoman Smyth reported we are moving ahead with the Douglas Park proposal for the facelift of the gazebo and some landscaping. We have gotten some quotes for that and will probably be ready to present that at the next meeting.

	Mayor Beasley recommended distributing the new postcards to the Chamber of Commerce, local businesses and City Hall to be available for people who might want to pick one up.

	The mayor stated approving the budget is on the agenda but some changes were made so it will be tabled until the next meeting. 

	Mayor Beasley called on Mr. Mark Nichols to speak about issues at Deepwoods Drive. Mr. Nichols discussed issues with Mr. Denny Strickland who lives at the end of Deepwoods Drive. Mr. Nichols stated that he witnessed Mr. Strickland’s employees dumping the large pile of trash at the intersection of Deepwoods Drive and Troy Highway about three months. Then it happened again a few weeks ago where he witnessed debris from Brantley Bank being dumped there. Mr. Nichols also made multiple references to Mr. Strickland threatening himself and his neighbors for various acts within the neighborhood including cutting down trees.  Mr. Strickland is also running a commercial business out of his residential house with a lot of equipment and eight or ten employees running around at early hours of the morning. The heavy equipment in and out of the road is damaging Deepwoods Drive. Mr. Nichols stated Mr. Strickland has harassed some of the neighbors with threats about property lines. Mr. Strickland has also put a large sign up over their driveway and people think they don’t live there anymore. Mr. Jones stated he wrote a letter to Mr. Strickland’s attorney Levi Nichols last week and he is out of his office until tomorrow. Mr. Jones stated he doesn’t know if he has gotten the letter or not. The letter does address some of the issues that were just mentioned. Mr. Jones stated at this point he doesn’t know anything because he doesn’t know if Levi Nichols has gotten the letter and what kind of response we may get. Mr. Jones stated he will let the council know when he gets a response and bring back up for discussion. Further discussion regarding the location of the sign was brought up.  Engineer Royals stated that the sign is on Mr. Strickland’s own property. However, it was constructed without notice to the city. Mr. Strickland would have been advised to construct elsewhere as it is too close to the city owned power line.  Mr. Kyle Richburg also spoke regarding the ownership of the roadway and easements allowing the adjacent property owners access to their homes.

	Mayor Beasley began discussions regarding Sunday alcohol sales.  He stated Rutledge and Brantley both have P.M. Sunday alcohol sales. Brantley’s clerk stated their sales tax is up about $1,000 a month. Mayor Beasley stated the city could take a poll on our utility bills to see the percentage in favor or against. Attorney Mike Jones advised that an ordinance would have to be drafted and approved before Sunday alcohol sales could go into effect.  After discussion, the council asked Attorney Jones to gather information needed for an ordinance for the next meeting.

	Councilman Billings made a motion to adjourn the meeting. Councilman Smith seconded the motion.

Meeting was adjourned.
