COUNCIL MEETING
CITY OF LUVERNE
July 27, 2020

	The City of Luverne Council met in regular session on July 27, 2020 at 5:30 p.m., in the City Hall Building. The following members were present:

	
Mayor Ed Beasley
Charlie Johnson, Councilman 
Kip Smith, Councilman
Kathy Smyth, Councilwoman
Eddie Billings, Councilman 
Mike Jones, Attorney – by conference call
	Margie Gomillion, Clerk
	Michelle Royals, Engineer
	William Neal, Building Inspector
	Matt Hutcheson, Editor

	Absent:
	Elliott Jones, Councilman

	Visitor:
	Don Nix


	Mayor Beasley called the meeting to order. The mayor called on Charlie Johnson to lead the pledge of allegiance to the flag and Eddie Billings to say a prayer.

	The mayor called for the approval of the minutes of July 13, 2020.  Councilman Billings made a motion to approve the minutes as written. Councilman Smith seconded the motion and the vote was unanimously approved.

	Mayor Beasley called on Engineer Royals’ departmental reports. Ms. Royals reported routine work was performed in all departments and everyone has a copy of the report. Ms. Royals reported there was a meeting this week with ALDOT Traffic Engineer and Maintenance Engineer to discuss the corridor study. The intent of the meeting was to get some direction from them on how to proceed in preparing the corridor study. Troy Hudson and his group from Southern Engineering Solutions are working on this. During the meeting we also discussed the Jack’s turning lane and got a verbal approval to proceed with a shorter transition length. The ADECA Energy Grants are underway. The aerators have been ordered as well as all of the electrical components required to install the aerators when they arrive. We have also ordered the street lights but they have been on back order for quite some time. The scales for the ADPH Fluoride Grant have been ordered and we are going to finish out this grant with more fluoride than what we expected to be able to purchase.
 
	The mayor stated the city likes about $38,000 having enough to do the complete project for the proposed Jack’s turning lane project. The mayor stated he has spoken with Chairman Sankey and will meet with the County Commission at their next day meeting and hopefully the commission will agree to help with the shortfall from the ADECA grant.
 	 
Mayor Beasley called on the city clerk for the administrative report. Routine work was performed. The clerk stated the qualification for the election ended on July 21st and the current mayor and council had no opposition.  

The mayor stated everyone had a copy of the chief’s report. Since the last meeting, the police department had 307 calls of service including building checks. The department made over 48 traffic stops, wrote 6 citations and over 42 warnings. The department made 1 misdemeanor and 1 felony arrest. There were 3 animal control calls since the last council meeting.  

Councilman Johnson reported the park staff is keeping everything maintained. There is a lot of participation at the lake. There are two upcoming activities at the park which is a concert and the Chamber is hosting an event. 

Mayor Beasley stated Mrs. Tomlin contacted him and the Library Board is seeking approval to appoint Donna McDougald to replace Suze Butts who resigned as a board member for the library. Councilman Smith made a motion to appoint Donna McDougald to the Library Board. Councilman Billings seconded the motion and the vote was unanimously approved.

	The mayor stated everyone has a copy of Mr. Neal’s report. 

	Mayor Beasley stated one candidate filed a statement of candidacy for the position of mayor and one candidate per district filed a statement of candidacy for councilmember. The following resolutions were presented declaring Ed Beasley as Mayor and Charlie Johnson, Kippery W. Smith, Kathy Plowden Smyth, Elliott H. Jones and Edward Billings, Jr. as Councilmembers. 

	Councilman Smith made a motion to adopt Resolution 072720 stating Ed Beasley is duly elected to the office of Mayor. Councilman Billings seconded the motion and the vote was in favor.  The resolution is as follows:

RESOLUTION 072720

WHEREAS, Sections 11-46-20 through 11-46-73 of the Alabama Code of 1975, as amended, provide for and regulate general and special elections in cities and towns of this state, except those cities and towns which have a commission form of government, and

WHEREAS, Section 11-46-43 of the Alabama Code of 1975 prohibits write-in candidates in elections held under Sections 11-46-20 through 11-46-73 of  the Alabama Code of 1975, as amended, and

WHEREAS, Section 11-46-26 of the Alabama Code of 1975, as amended, provides that if only one person has filed a statement of candidacy or has been nominated for an office for an election to be held pursuant to Sections 11-46-20 through 11-46-73 of the Alabama Code of 1975, as amended, at the time the deadline for qualification has passed, then such person shall, for all purposes, be deemed elected to such office, and the mayor or other chief executive officer shall not cause the name of such person or the office for which his candidacy was declared to be printed on the ballot, but he shall immediately file a written statement with the governing body of the municipality, attested by the clerk, certifying the fact that only one person filed a statement of candidacy or was nominated for the office preceding the deadline set for an election of municipal officers of the municipality and setting forth the name of such person, and

WHEREAS, said Section 11-46-26, as amended, provides that the governing body of the municipality, after receiving such statement, shall adopt a resolution declaring the person named in the statement duly elected to the office described in the statement, and shall issue a Certificate of Election to such person, and

WHEREAS, the Mayor of the City of Luverne has filed a written statement with the governing body of the municipality, attested by the Clerk, certifying the fact that only one person filed a Statement of Candidacy for the office of Mayor prior to the deadline and that the name of that person who filed such statement was Ed Beasley.

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED by the City Council of the City of Luverne that Ed Beasley  be and he is hereby declared duly elected to the office of Mayor  in the City of Luverne for the term of office commencing on the first Monday in November, 2020, and

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that the Mayor of the City of Luverne be and he hereby is directed to issue a Certificate of Election to Ed Beasley for the office of Mayor for such term pursuant to the provisions of Section 11-46-25, as amended. 

ADOPTED THIS THE 27th DAY OF JULY, 2020.

Councilman Smith made a motion to adopt Resolution 072720(a) stating Charlie Johnson is duly elected to the office of Councilmember. Councilman Billings seconded the motion and the vote was in favor. The resolution is as follows:

RESOLUTION 072720(a)

WHEREAS, Sections 11-46-20 through 11-46-73 of the Alabama Code of 1975, as amended, provide for and regulate general and special elections in cities and towns of this state, except those cities and towns which have a commission form of government, and

WHEREAS, Section 11-46-43 of the Alabama Code of 1975 prohibits write-in candidates in elections held under Sections 11-46-20 through 11-46-73 of  the Alabama Code of 1975, as amended, and

WHEREAS, Section 11-46-26 of the Alabama Code of 1975, as amended, provides that if only one person has filed a statement of candidacy or has been nominated for an office for an election to be held pursuant to Sections 11-46-20 through 11-46-73 of the Alabama Code of 1975, as amended, at the time the deadline for qualification has passed, then such person shall, for all purposes, be deemed elected to such office, and the mayor or other chief executive officer shall not cause the name of such person or the office for which his candidacy was declared to be printed on the ballot, but he shall immediately file a written statement with the governing body of the municipality, attested by the clerk, certifying the fact that only one person filed a statement of candidacy or was nominated for the office preceding the deadline set for an election of municipal officers of the municipality and setting forth the name of such person, and

WHEREAS, said Section 11-46-26, as amended, provides that the governing body of the municipality, after receiving such statement, shall adopt a resolution declaring the person named in the statement duly elected to the office described in the statement, and shall issue a Certificate of Election to such person, and

WHEREAS, the Mayor of the City of Luverne has filed a written statement with the governing body of the municipality, attested by the Clerk, certifying the fact that only one person filed a Statement of Candidacy for the office of Councilmember prior to the deadline and that the name of that person who filed such statement was Charlie (Cuz) Johnson.

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED by the City Council of the City of Luverne that Charlie (Cuz) Johnson  be and he is hereby declared duly elected to the office of Councilmember  in the City of Luverne for the term of office commencing on the first Monday in November, 2020, and

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that the Mayor of the City of Luverne be and he hereby is directed to issue a Certificate of Election to Charlie (Cuz) Johnson for the office of Councilmember for such term pursuant to the provisions of Section 11-46-25, as amended. 

ADOPTED THIS THE 27th DAY OF JULY, 2020.

Councilman Billings made a motion to adopt Resolution 072720(b) stating Kippery W. Smith is duly elected to the office of Councilmember. Councilman Johnson seconded the motion and the vote was in favor. The resolution is as follows:

RESOLUTION 072720(b)

WHEREAS, Sections 11-46-20 through 11-46-73 of the Alabama Code of 1975, as amended, provide for and regulate general and special elections in cities and towns of this state, except those cities and towns which have a commission form of government, and

WHEREAS, Section 11-46-43 of the Alabama Code of 1975 prohibits write-in candidates in elections held under Sections 11-46-20 through 11-46-73 of  the Alabama Code of 1975, as amended, and

WHEREAS, Section 11-46-26 of the Alabama Code of 1975, as amended, provides that if only one person has filed a statement of candidacy or has been nominated for an office for an election to be held pursuant to Sections 11-46-20 through 11-46-73 of the Alabama Code of 1975, as amended, at the time the deadline for qualification has passed, then such person shall, for all purposes, be deemed elected to such office, and the mayor or other chief executive officer shall not cause the name of such person or the office for which his candidacy was declared to be printed on the ballot, but he shall immediately file a written statement with the governing body of the municipality, attested by the clerk, certifying the fact that only one person filed a statement of candidacy or was nominated for the office preceding the deadline set for an election of municipal officers of the municipality and setting forth the name of such person, and

WHEREAS, said Section 11-46-26, as amended, provides that the governing body of the municipality, after receiving such statement, shall adopt a resolution declaring the person named in the statement duly elected to the office described in the statement, and shall issue a Certificate of Election to such person, and

WHEREAS, the Mayor of the City of Luverne has filed a written statement with the governing body of the municipality, attested by the Clerk, certifying the fact that only one person filed a Statement of Candidacy for the office of Councilmember prior to the deadline and that the name of that person who filed such statement was Kippery W. Smith.

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED by the City Council of the City of Luverne that Kippery W. Smith  be and he is hereby declared duly elected to the office of Councilmember  in the City of Luverne for the term of office commencing on the first Monday in November, 2020, and

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that the Mayor of the City of Luverne be and he hereby is directed to issue a Certificate of Election to Kippery W. Smith for the office of Councilmember for such term pursuant to the provisions of Section 11-46-25, as amended. 

ADOPTED THIS THE 27th DAY OF JULY, 2020.

Councilman Billings made a motion to adopt Resolution 072720(c) stating Kathy Plowden Smyth is duly elected to the office of Councilmember. Councilman Smith seconded the motion and the vote was in favor. The resolution is as follows:

RESOLUTION 072720(c)

WHEREAS, Sections 11-46-20 through 11-46-73 of the Alabama Code of 1975, as amended, provide for and regulate general and special elections in cities and towns of this state, except those cities and towns which have a commission form of government, and

WHEREAS, Section 11-46-43 of the Alabama Code of 1975 prohibits write-in candidates in elections held under Sections 11-46-20 through 11-46-73 of  the Alabama Code of 1975, as amended, and

WHEREAS, Section 11-46-26 of the Alabama Code of 1975, as amended, provides that if only one person has filed a statement of candidacy or has been nominated for an office for an election to be held pursuant to Sections 11-46-20 through 11-46-73 of the Alabama Code of 1975, as amended, at the time the deadline for qualification has passed, then such person shall, for all purposes, be deemed elected to such office, and the mayor or other chief executive officer shall not cause the name of such person or the office for which his candidacy was declared to be printed on the ballot, but he shall immediately file a written statement with the governing body of the municipality, attested by the clerk, certifying the fact that only one person filed a statement of candidacy or was nominated for the office preceding the deadline set for an election of municipal officers of the municipality and setting forth the name of such person, and

WHEREAS, said Section 11-46-26, as amended, provides that the governing body of the municipality, after receiving such statement, shall adopt a resolution declaring the person named in the statement duly elected to the office described in the statement, and shall issue a Certificate of Election to such person, and

WHEREAS, the Mayor of the City of Luverne has filed a written statement with the governing body of the municipality, attested by the Clerk, certifying the fact that only one person filed a Statement of Candidacy for the office of Councilmember prior to the deadline and that the name of that person who filed such statement was Kathy Plowden Smyth.

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED by the City Council of the City of Luverne that Kathy Plowden Smyth  be and he is hereby declared duly elected to the office of Councilmember  in the City of Luverne for the term of office commencing on the first Monday in November, 2020, and

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that the Mayor of the City of Luverne be and he hereby is directed to issue a Certificate of Election to Kathy Plowden Smyth for the office of Councilmember for such term pursuant to the provisions of Section 11-46-25, as amended. 

ADOPTED THIS THE 27th DAY OF JULY, 2020.

Councilman Smith made a motion to adopt Resolution 072720(d) stating Elliott H. Jones is duly elected to the office of Councilmember. Councilman Johnson seconded the motion and the vote was in favor. The resolution is as follows:

RESOLUTION 072720(d)

WHEREAS, Sections 11-46-20 through 11-46-73 of the Alabama Code of 1975, as amended, provide for and regulate general and special elections in cities and towns of this state, except those cities and towns which have a commission form of government, and

WHEREAS, Section 11-46-43 of the Alabama Code of 1975 prohibits write-in candidates in elections held under Sections 11-46-20 through 11-46-73 of  the Alabama Code of 1975, as amended, and

WHEREAS, Section 11-46-26 of the Alabama Code of 1975, as amended, provides that if only one person has filed a statement of candidacy or has been nominated for an office for an election to be held pursuant to Sections 11-46-20 through 11-46-73 of the Alabama Code of 1975, as amended, at the time the deadline for qualification has passed, then such person shall, for all purposes, be deemed elected to such office, and the mayor or other chief executive officer shall not cause the name of such person or the office for which his candidacy was declared to be printed on the ballot, but he shall immediately file a written statement with the governing body of the municipality, attested by the clerk, certifying the fact that only one person filed a statement of candidacy or was nominated for the office preceding the deadline set for an election of municipal officers of the municipality and setting forth the name of such person, and

WHEREAS, said Section 11-46-26, as amended, provides that the governing body of the municipality, after receiving such statement, shall adopt a resolution declaring the person named in the statement duly elected to the office described in the statement, and shall issue a Certificate of Election to such person, and

WHEREAS, the Mayor of the City of Luverne has filed a written statement with the governing body of the municipality, attested by the Clerk, certifying the fact that only one person filed a Statement of Candidacy for the office of Councilmember prior to the deadline and that the name of that person who filed such statement was Elliott H. Jones.

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED by the City Council of the City of Luverne that Elliott H. Jones  be and he is hereby declared duly elected to the office of Councilmember  in the City of Luverne for the term of office commencing on the first Monday in November, 2020, and

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that the Mayor of the City of Luverne be and he hereby is directed to issue a Certificate of Election to Elliott H. Jones for the office of Councilmember for such term pursuant to the provisions of Section 11-46-25, as amended. 

ADOPTED THIS THE 27th DAY OF JULY, 2020.

Councilman Johnson made a motion to adopt Resolution 072720(e) stating Edward Billings, Jr. is duly elected to the office of Councilmember. Councilwoman Smyth seconded the motion and the vote was in favor. The resolution is as follows:

RESOLUTION 072720(e)

WHEREAS, Sections 11-46-20 through 11-46-73 of the Alabama Code of 1975, as amended, provide for and regulate general and special elections in cities and towns of this state, except those cities and towns which have a commission form of government, and

WHEREAS, Section 11-46-43 of the Alabama Code of 1975 prohibits write-in candidates in elections held under Sections 11-46-20 through 11-46-73 of  the Alabama Code of 1975, as amended, and

WHEREAS, Section 11-46-26 of the Alabama Code of 1975, as amended, provides that if only one person has filed a statement of candidacy or has been nominated for an office for an election to be held pursuant to Sections 11-46-20 through 11-46-73 of the Alabama Code of 1975, as amended, at the time the deadline for qualification has passed, then such person shall, for all purposes, be deemed elected to such office, and the mayor or other chief executive officer shall not cause the name of such person or the office for which his candidacy was declared to be printed on the ballot, but he shall immediately file a written statement with the governing body of the municipality, attested by the clerk, certifying the fact that only one person filed a statement of candidacy or was nominated for the office preceding the deadline set for an election of municipal officers of the municipality and setting forth the name of such person, and

WHEREAS, said Section 11-46-26, as amended, provides that the governing body of the municipality, after receiving such statement, shall adopt a resolution declaring the person named in the statement duly elected to the office described in the statement, and shall issue a Certificate of Election to such person, and

WHEREAS, the Mayor of the City of Luverne has filed a written statement with the governing body of the municipality, attested by the Clerk, certifying the fact that only one person filed a Statement of Candidacy for the office of Councilmember prior to the deadline and that the name of that person who filed such statement was Edward (Eddie) Billings, Jr.

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED by the City Council of the City of Luverne that Edward (Eddie) Billings, Jr.  be and he is hereby declared duly elected to the office of Councilmember  in the City of Luverne for the term of office commencing on the first Monday in November, 2020, and

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that the Mayor of the City of Luverne be and he hereby is directed to issue a Certificate of Election to Edward (Eddie) Billings, Jr. for the office of Councilmember for such term pursuant to the provisions of Section 11-46-25, as amended.

ADOPTED THIS THE 27th DAY OF JULY, 2020.

The mayor presented the council with Resolution 072720(f) 2020 Community Development Block Grant Program authorizing the filing of the application to ADECA, committing local match for the project and authorizing the mayor to sign all documents related to filing of the application. Councilwoman Smyth made a motion to adopt 072720(f). Councilman Smith seconded the motion and all was in favor. The resolution is as follows:

CITY OF LUVERNE
RESOLUTION NO. 072720(f)
2020 COMMUNITY DEVELOPMENT BLOCK GRANT PROGRAM

To authorize the filing of an application to the Alabama Department of Economic and Community Affairs, Community Development Block Grant, Program for Economic Development funds; to commit a local match for the project; and to authorize the Mayor of Luverne to sign all documents related to the filing of PY 2020 CDBG Application. 

WHEREAS, the Alabama Community Development Block Grant (CDBG) Program has been established to assist local governments in meeting community development and housing needs consistent with the objectives set forth in Title I of the Housing and Community Development Act of 1974, as amended; and
WHEREAS, the City of Luverne, acting by and through the City Council proposes to apply for Community Development Block Grant funds to construct a right turn lane and entrance/frontage improvements to benefit Jack’s Family Restaurants ; and

WHEREAS, under terms and provisions of Title I of the Housing and Community Development Act of 1974, as amended, the City of Luverne as a recipient of these funds is required to designate and appoint a Financial Officer to perform certain duties in the administration of said grant.

NOW, THEREFORE, be it resolved by the City of Luverne, as follows:

THAT, Ed Beasley, Mayor, is hereby authorized to execute and submit an application with appropriate assurances to the State of Alabama Department of Economic and Community Affairs, requesting Program Year 2020 CDBG funds in the amount of $150,000; and

THAT, the City of Luverne hereby commits to provide cash resources to complete the project in the amount of $37,615 for the local share of the project; and

THAT, Ed Beasley, or the current Mayor, be and is hereby designated and appointed as Financial Officer under the terms and pursuant to the provisions of Title I of the Housing and Community Development Act of 1974, as amended, and is directed and empowered to make necessary assurances and to perform on behalf of the City of Luverne, those acts and assume such duties as are consistent with said position.
	
ADOPTED this 27th day of July 2020. 

	Mayor Beasley presented the council with Resolution 072720(g) 2020 Community Development Block Grant Program awarding the contract to Southern Engineering Solutions for the professional services. Councilman Smith made a motion to adopt Resolution 072720(g). Councilman Johnson seconded the motion and the vote was unanimously approved. The resolution is as follows:

CITY OF LUVERNE
RESOLUTION NO. 072720(g)
2020 COMMUNITY DEVELOPMENT BLOCK GRANT PROGRAM


WHEREAS, the City of Luverne contacted known qualified firms in order to obtain proposals for the provision of engineering services for a PY 2020 Community Development Block Grant, Economic Development Project; and

WHEREAS, based on the City’s rating of all proposals received, using the City’s rating system, Southern Engineering Solutions has been deemed most qualified for the services called for; and 

WHEREAS, Southern Engineering Solutions is not debarred from working on federally funded projects per the SAM.GOV search results attached hereto; and

WHEREAS, it has been determined that it is in the best interest of the City of Luverne to award a contract to Southern Engineering Solutions for CDBG-ED Application, and CDBG-ED Post Application services contingent upon awarding of the grant.

NOW, THEREFORE, LET IT BE RESOLVED by the Mayor and the Council of the City of Luverne, Alabama as follows:

SECTION 1.	That, based on the City’s understanding of recent changes to the procurement policy of ADECA, the acceptance of the proposal of Southern Engineering Solutions for the provision of professional services for PY 2020 CDBG Project, has been determined to be in the best interest of the City of Luverne, and that the proposed fee has been accepted as reasonable based on the complexity of the project, ADECA’s acceptable fee scale and the amount and nature of the local match to be provided by the City.

SECTION 2.	That the City of Luverne hereby elects to select and award Southern Engineering Solutions for the provision of engineering services pending receipt of CDBG funds and ADECA contract approval as required.

SECTION 3.	That this action is based on the current interpretation of ADECA procurement policy with is acknowledged by this resolution and ADECA policy and memorandum on file. 

SECTION 4.	That Ed Beasley, in his capacity as Mayor, is hereby authorized and directed to execute said contract on behalf of the City of Luverne. 

PASSED, ADOPTED AND APPROVED this 27th day of July, 2020.

	The mayor stated the terms on the Planning Commission for Wendell Butts and Steve Sanders expire in August. Councilman Smith made a motion to re-appoint Wendell Butts to the Planning Commission. Councilman Johnson seconded the motion and the vote was as follows:

	Yea:	Charlie Johnson			Abstained: Eddie Billings
		Kip Smith
		Kathy Smyth
 
The motion carried.

	Councilman Billings made a motion to re-appoint Steve Sanders to the Planning Commission. Councilman Johnson seconded the motion and all was in favor. 

	Mayor Beasley called on Don Nix to speak about city insurance. Mr. Nix stated after researching the market AMIC is the best group for the city to be with right now. A local agency to be the city’s agent for the policy is not within the guidelines of AMIC’s rules right now. There would have to be a 90 day head start on that, so for October 1st we would had to have a request from the council in June. We can try again next year. 

[bookmark: _GoBack]	The mayor stated a date and time needed to be discussed for Trick-or-Treat. Mayor Beasley stated the chamber is very involved and asked Mr. Nix what they thought would be the best for the kids trick-or-treating. Mr. Nix stated what the Chamber is proposing to do this year is to use Turner Park on October 31st for what will be similar to a festival but it will closer resemble a gigantic yard sale. Vendors will be invited and charged a $5 set up fee to be used for cash drawings to encourage people to come. There will also be a car show and entertainment but there are a lot of details to be finished. The Treats-on-Us was formally offered by the Downtown Merchant’s Association and that entity no longer exist. The Chamber is interested in continuing some similar offering to the children. With COVID-19 we think Turner Park would be a great place to have the Treats-on-Us after the festival that will end roughly around 3 p.m. There would be ample parking and can practice social distancing. We wouldn’t be able to practice social distancing as effectively downtown with our narrow sidewalks with traffic going two different ways unless the city had a different idea and the merchants decide to do their own thing downtown. The mayor asked Councilwoman Smyth if she would volunteer to work with Mr. Nix and the Chamber on this. The council was in agreement to have Trick-or-Treat on Saturday, October 31st from 5:30 – 7:00 p.m.

	Councilwoman Smyth stated she would like to thank Mr. Neal for the effort he has gone to for notifying property owners on Jeffcoat Street and Petrey Highway for us recently. It has resulted in cleanup and avoided having to go to court. Councilwoman Smyth stated she would just like to recognize him for his efforts in those matters.

	Mayor Beasley discussed Super Foods applying for off-premise wine sale. The mayor stated the ABC board notified Super Foods because they sell cooking sherry that they need to make application for off-premises wine. 

	Councilman Billings stated he is interested in looking into getting the mural on the budget shop building updated. The mayor discussed getting help with funding by outside sponsors. Mayor Beasley stated we would see what we can come up with and redo the mural.

	Councilman Billings made a motion to adjourn the meeting. Councilman Smith seconded the motion.

Meeting was adjourned.
