COUNCIL MEETING
CITY OF LUVERNE
July 13, 2020

	The City of Luverne Council met in regular session on July 13, 2020 at 5:30 p.m., in the City Hall Building. The following members were present:

	
Mayor Ed Beasley
Charlie Johnson, Councilman 
Kip Smith, Councilman
Kathy Smyth, Councilwoman
Eddie Billings, Councilman 
Mike Jones, Attorney – by conference call
	Margie Gomillion, Clerk
	Michelle Royals, Engineer
	William Neal, Building Inspector
	Matt Hutcheson, Editor

	Absent:
	Elliott Jones, Councilman

Visitors:
Nichole Oliver
Tony Oliver

	Mayor Beasley called the meeting to order. The mayor called on Kip Smith to lead the pledge of allegiance to the flag and Eddie Billings to say a prayer.

	The mayor passed around thank you cards made by children from Beacon Clinic for the July 4th fireworks.  

Mayor Beasley called for the approval of the minutes of June 22, 2020.  Councilman Billings made a motion to approve the minutes as written. Councilman Smith seconded the motion and the vote was unanimously approved.

	The mayor called on Engineer Royals’ departmental reports. Ms. Royals reported routine work was performed in all departments and everyone has a copy of the report. Ms. Royals reported that the Street Department is close to being finished with storm debris cleanup and back to a routine pickup cycle. We are hauling C&D debris caused by the storm that was stockpiled at the lagoon to landfill. The traffic backup last Friday was caused by the ALDOT bridge contractor’s crane breaking down while placing girders from the existing bridge. In the future, the girders will be off loaded from the access road beside the river. We had a successful meeting with the ADECA director today. We did not get quite what we needed for the north bound turn lane so we are going to revisit our cost estimate. The original contract for resurfacing and the additional Airport Road has been completed. The shoulder work is almost complete. Striping will be started in the coming weeks.  Federal ADA compliance is required when resurfacing. Ms. Royals stated that she planned to complete those sidewalk curb ramp improvements with upcoming budgeted funds.  However, we could use the remaining bond issue funds to complete those ADA requirements or we could use it to add more streets to be resurfaced depending on the amount of money remaining.  
	 
Mayor Beasley called on the city clerk for the administrative report. Routine work was performed. The clerk stated qualifying for the upcoming election began July 7th and will end July 21st.

The mayor stated everyone had a copy of the chief’s report. 

Councilman Johnson reported the Chamber of Commerce will be hosting an event at Turner Park. There will be food venders, games, etc. This will be a daytime event on October 31st for Halloween. 

Mayor Beasley stated Suze Butts turned in her resignation as a board member for the library. Mrs. Tomlin said there are a couple of people who are interested in replacing Mrs. Butts. The mayor stated he will get with Mrs. Tomlin to see who they are and get back with the council. 

	The mayor stated everyone has a copy of Mr. Neal’s report. Mr. Neal stated the calls are going to be high this year. There have already been 95 calls within the city. There was a major fire this weekend. Mr. Neal stated he is going to see how the property on Jeffcoat is listed at the courthouse. He believes the ownership is still Jeff Warren and not Ross Williamson. Mr. Neal stated he will have to get with Attorney Jones to see how to proceed with it. 

	Mayor Beasley stated the city and Crenshaw County Economic & Industrial Development Board both received $5,500 each compliments of SEAGD for economic development.

	The mayor presented the council a resolution appointing election officers for the 2020 Municipal Election. Councilman Smith made a motion to adopt Resolution 071320 appointing the election officers for the 2020 Municipal Election. Councilman Billings seconded the motion and all was in favor. The resolution is as follows:


	RESOLUTION 071320

A RESOLUTION APPOINTING ELECTION OFFICERS FOR
THE 2020 MUNICIPAL ELECTION

	WHEREAS, a regular municipal election has been called to be held on the 25th  day August, 2020, and a runoff election to be held, if necessary, on the 6th day of October, 2020, and

	WHEREAS, Section 11-46-27 of the Alabama Code of 1975, and regulations adopted pursuant thereto provide, in part, that the municipal governing body, not less than 15 days before holding any municipal election must appoint from the municipality officers to hold the election, and

	WHEREAS, an INSPECTOR, REGISTRATION LIST CLERK, POLL LIST CLERK, BALLOT CLERK and ALTERNATE CLERK are hereby appointed for each polling site where electronic ballot counters are to be used during said elections.

	NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED by the City Council of Luverne, Alabama, that the election officers for said election shall be as follows:

CRENSHAW COUNTY COURTHOUSE

INSPECTOR				Lalar Tomberlin
REGISTRATION LIST CLERK	Mary Dixon
POLL LIST CLERK			Teletha Jackson
BALLOT CLERK			Mildred Motes
BALLOT CLERK			Barbara McManigle
ALTERNATE CLERK		Betty Joyce Knighten
ALTERNATE CLERK		Adrienne Johnson

ABSENTEE POLL WORKERS

INSPECTOR				Beth Brown
CLERK				Gwendolyn Darget
CLERK				Janice Hawkins
ALTERNATE CLERK		Glenda Campbell

	ADOPTED AND APPROVED this 13th day of July, 2020.

	Mayor Beasley stated he is a candidate for the upcoming election and thus disqualified by state law to perform election duties. Councilman Smith made a motion that the council finds that the clerk, Margie Gomillion, is a disinterested party and is hereby appointed to perform the Mayor’s election duties. Councilman Johnson seconded the motion and the vote was unanimously approved. 

The mayor presented the council with an event application for Ray Richburg to have a Community Gospel Fest at Turner Park on Saturday, September 26th from 12:00 p.m. to 12:00 a.m.  After some discussion, Councilman Johnson made a motion to approve the Community Gospel Fest at Turner Park on Saturday, September 26th. Councilwoman Smyth seconded the motion and all was in favor.

Mayor Beasley stated the council has a request from Nichole Oliver for The Fountain Sports Bar and Grill LLC. It is an application from the State of Alabama for Lounge Retail Liquor – Class 1. Councilman Johnson made a motion to approve the application for 010 – Lounge Retail Liquor – Class 1 for the The Fountain Sports Bar and Grill LLC located at 1372 S. Forest Avenue. Councilman Billings seconded the motion and all was in favor.

Councilwoman Smyth stated she met earlier last week with Engineer Royals for a discussion phase of Douglas Park refresh and some of the Economic Development funds to be used towards that end. The Farmers Market will continue until August 10th.  

	Councilman Johnson discussed whether people are wearing mask and the need for the governing body to set a good example by wearing a mask. Councilwoman Smyth stated a citizen has expressed to her how hard it is for the hearing impaired to wear a mask. 

	Councilman Smith stated we need to encourage the city employees who work outside to stay hydrated. Engineer Royals informed the Council that the daily work hours for all crews has been adjusted to 6:00 a.m. to 2:30 p.m. to accommodate less hours in the heat of the day.

[bookmark: _GoBack]	Mr. Jones stated Lomax Byrd would like to rent the Vanity Fair Building. He has already completed a substantial amount of cleaning inside and out. Mr. Byrd has requested a similar lease to Sew American who has now vacated the building. The proposed lease would have Mr. Byrd pay $1.00 for the use of the property for the first year and $2,000 per month following the first year. Mr. Byrd stated that he will have created a minimum of 25 jobs by the end of the 2nd year. Mr. Jones stated the agreement will be similar to the agreement with Sew American with the exception of the term. Mr. Neal reminded Attorney Jones that the state fire marshal occupancy rules need to be considered since Mr. Byrd is proposing to use a portion of the building as a school assembly. Mr. Jones stated he would advise Mr. Byrd to consult state fire marshal regulations and that the City would not be responsible for Mr. Byrd’s chosen use of the building. Councilman Smith made a motion to lease the Vanity Fair building to Lomax Byrd for $1.00 for the first year and $2,000 a month after that. Councilwoman Smyth seconded the motion and all was in favor.

	Councilwoman Smyth stated as a reminder that recycling bins for cardboard and paper are available throughout the city and we encourage those to use it. 
 
	Councilman Billings made a motion to adjourn the meeting. Councilman Smith seconded the motion.

Meeting was adjourned.
