COUNCIL MEETING
CITY OF LUVERNE
June 22, 2020

	The City of Luverne Council met in regular session on June 22, 2020 at 5:30 p.m., in the City Hall Building. The following members were present:

	
Mayor Ed Beasley
Charlie Johnson, Councilman 
Kip Smith, Councilman
Kathy Smyth, Councilwoman
Elliott Jones, Councilman
Eddie Billings, Councilman 5:37
	Margie Gomillion, Clerk
	Michelle Royals, Engineer
	William Neal, Building Inspector
	Matt Hutcheson, Editor

	Absent:
Mike Jones, Attorney

Visitors:
Dr. Samuel P. Walker Sr, MD		Dr. Samuel P. Walker Jr, DO

		
	Mayor Beasley called the meeting to order. The mayor called on Kip Smith to lead the pledge of allegiance to the flag and Kathy Smyth to say a prayer.

The mayor called for the approval of the minutes of June 8, 2020.  Councilman Jones made a motion to approve the minutes as written. Councilman Smith seconded the motion and the vote was unanimously approved.

In Old Business, Mayor Beasley stated things are looking really good for Jack’s restaurant. The city is applying for an ADECA grant and it sounds promising. 

Mayor Beasley called on Dr. Samuel P. Walker Jr. to speak. Dr. Walker discussed the need for mask to be worn when out in public due to the rising cases of COVID-19. Dr. Walker stated the hospital has been on diversion twice within the last 10 days. Which means the hospital can’t handle any more patients with the nursing staff they have. Today there is nowhere to transfer any patients to. Dr. Walker stated at this point in time we need to enact a mask protocol usage for any type of public interaction. Councilman Jones stated at the last council meeting the numbers were looking really good and had started coming down. But, after the last meeting the growth rate was up by 94%. Dr. Walker Sr. stated we have been very fortunate in the county not to have more cases than we’ve had. A big portion of that is we have not had it to any degree in the nursing home. The mayor stated we appreciate your presentation, hard work and labor that you’ve both done for our city and county. Councilman Jones made a motion to require facial covering when in public. Councilman Johnson seconded.  Vote is as follows.

Yea:	Elliott Jones			Abstained:   Kip Smith
Charlie Johnson			        Kathy Smyth
					        Eddie Billings

Councilmember Smyth stated she had questions about the motion.  Councilman Billings stated his concerns about the vagueness of the motion. Councilman Jones rescinded his motion and Councilman Johnson rescinded his second.

After further discussion regarding group sizes and sunsetting the facial covering requirement, Councilman Billings made a motion that the following Ordinance 20-04 be approved to enact mandatory facial covering in public places where ten (10) or more are gathered and not of same household. This goes into effect Friday, June 26 at 5:00 p.m. and expires, unless extended by city, on July 27 at 5:00 p.m. Councilman Jones seconded the motion and the vote was unanimously approved. 

ORDINANCE NO. 20-04

[bookmark: _GoBack]
	AN ORDINANCE OF THE CITY OF LUVERNE, ALABAMA, TO REQUIRE THE WEARING OF FACE COVERINGS IN PUBLIC UNDER CERTAIN CIRCUMSTANCES.

	BE IT ORDAINED BY THE CITY COUNCIL FOR THE CITY OF LUVERNE AS FOLLOWS:

	SECTION 1.	Effective Friday, June 26, 2020, at 5:00 p.m., and continuing until July 27, 2020, at 5:00 p.m., unless extended by a separate ordinance of the Council, everyone within the City of Luverne shall be required to wear a face covering in all public locations where 10 or more people are gathered and are not a part of the same household.

	SECTION 2.	Face coverings shall include any type of device or material that covers a person’s mouth and nose.

	SECTION 3.	This ordinance shall not apply to businesses and their employees located within the City of Luverne while they are on the job.

	ADOPTED AND APPROVED THIS 22nd DAY OF JUNE, 2020.

	The mayor called on Engineer Royals’ departmental reports. Ms. Royals reported routine work was performed in all departments and everyone has a copy of the report. Ms. Royals reported the paving is approximately 50% completed and the Airport Road has been added to the project. Ms. Royals stated she had a good meeting with the Jack’s representative on June 16th along with our grant writer, Evan Crews and consultant, Troy Hudson who will be preparing the plans. Ms. Royals stated a lot of information was received that will be taken to the director within a week or two.  

	Mayor Beasley called on the city clerk for the administrative report. Routine work was performed.

The mayor stated everyone had a copy of the chief’s report. Since the last meeting, the police department had 330 calls of service including building checks. The department made over 60 traffic stops, wrote 30 citations and over 30 warnings. The department made 3 misdemeanor and 1 felony arrest. There were 2 animal control calls since the last council meeting. The speed control device was moved to Memorial Curve. There has been increased patrol in this location due to excessive speed complaints.

	The mayor stated everyone has a copy of Mr. Neal’s report. 

	Councilwoman Smyth reported the Farmers Market is each Monday from 3-6 p.m. on the lawn at the Luverne United Methodist Church. The council was in agreement to waive the city’s $10 fee to any vendors from Crenshaw County that participate in the Farmers Market at the Luverne United Methodist Church. 	
			
	Councilman Billings made a motion to adjourn the meeting. Councilman Jones seconded the motion.

Meeting was adjourned.

