COUNCIL MEETING
CITY OF LUVERNE
June 8, 2020

	The City of Luverne Council met in regular session on June 8, 2020 at 5:30 p.m., in the City Hall Building. The following members were present:

	
Mayor Ed Beasley
Charlie Johnson, Councilman – by conference call
Kip Smith, Councilman
Kathy Smyth, Councilwoman
Elliott Jones, Councilman
Eddie Billings, Councilman
	Margie Gomillion,Clerk
	Michelle Royals, Engineer
	William Neal, Building Inspector

	Absent:
Mike Jones, Attorney

		
	Mayor Beasley called the meeting to order. The mayor called on Kip Smith to lead the pledge of allegiance to the flag and Kathy Smyth to say a prayer.

The mayor called for the approval of the minutes of May11, 2020. Councilman Johnson called for one correction in the minutes to state that only the walking trail was reopened not the entire Turner Park. Councilman Smith made a motion to approve the minutes with one correction. Councilman Jones seconded the motion and the vote was unanimously approved.

In Old Business, Mayor Beasley stated he has placed a call to the Governor’s office regarding park league play and expects a return call tomorrow on what the governor has decided to do.  The mayor also discussed information on Jack’s restaurant. He stated that Ms. Royals and Troy Hudson are doing some research on a grant to possibly put another turn lane in to service the ones going south as well as the ones potentially going north. Ms. Royals reported that she is working with Troy Hudson and SCADC on two separate grants that would impact this area. The first is an Economic Development Grant from ADECA to assist Jack’s with the ALDOT required turn lane. We have a meeting scheduled with Jim Avery the Director of Development for Jack’s Family Restaurant on June 16th to gather information about job creation, site plans, and information he has already collected from ALDOT regarding the turn lane they are requiring similar to ALDOT’s recent requirement for Subway. Ms. Royals stated that the City was unable to assist Subway because it was an existing business that was moving not a new business that would create jobs. The second grant is for a corridor study to analyze the portion of South Forest from Glenwood Road to Meadowcrest Apartments. This study will analyze traffic volumes, crash data, pedestrian traffic, etc. to tell us what our needs are in respect to right turn lanes, left turn lanes, more sidewalks, crosswalks, etc. Once this study is completed we will use it as a tool to apply for ATRIP grants to install turn lanes, etc. to help the existing businesses. 

	The mayor called on Engineer Royals’ departmental reports. Ms. Royals reported routine work was performed in all departments and everyone has a copy of the report. Ms. Royals stated that it appears the bulk of the debris from the storm has been picked up. We received notification of the FEMA declaration from the February flooding. After participating in a FEMA conference call related to the April 19th storm, we are still waiting for the official declaration but feel confident that one is coming. The street lights have been ordered for the ADECA street light grant. The Bond Issue resurfacing contractor began milling on June 3rd and should finish Wednesday.  Once the milling is complete they will begin resurfacing. Ms. Royals stated that because we received such good prices from the contract she was able to pull in both alternates which were Country Lane, Country Lane Court and three alleys downtown. 

	Mayor Beasley called on the city clerk for the administrative report. Routine work was performed. The mayor stated the new glass installed in city hall offers better protection for the ladies. 

The mayor stated everyone had a copy of the chief’s report. Since the last meeting, the police department had 406 calls of service including building checks. The department made over 62 traffic stops, wrote 30 citations and over 32 warnings. The department made 3 misdemeanor and 1 felony arrest. There were 3 animal control calls since the last council meeting. The speed control device was moved to Memorial Curve. There has been increased patrol in this location due to excessive speed complaints.

Councilman Johnson reported there will be a dance recital held at Turner Park this Saturday. The walking trail is the only thing open at the park at this time. Councilman Johnson discussed wanting input from the council on opening the playground and playing ball. The council discussed the following: possibly limiting each age group to playing one day a week, the growth rate for cases of COVID-19 descending with the numbers looking exceptionally well, facial covering, sanitizing, and the Governor Amended Safer At Home Act effective May 22nd stating athletic practices allowed on May 23rd with competition allowed on June 15th. After further discussion, the mayor recommended the park board have a meeting and report back to the council.

Ms. Royals reported the fueling system at the airport had to have a part.

Mayor Beasley stated one of the library employees’ daughter tested positive for the COVID-19. The employee tested negative and is back at work.

	The mayor stated everyone has a copy of Mr. Neal’s report. Mr. Neal reported there was a fire last night at Preston’s. Alabama Restoration contacted Mr. Neal and will be coming in tomorrow. They will be blocking off the sidewalk and one parking space on East 6th Street until Friday. They will not be blocking a place of business. Preston’s will hopefully open back up Friday. Mr. Neal stated he wrote a letter, at the request of the mayor, to Ed Welch about the condition his buildings are in downtown. 
	Councilwoman Smyth reported the Farmers Market is each Mondays from 3-6 p.m. on the lawn at the Luverne United Methodist Church. Amazon delivery is looking at Luverne as a delivery hub area. All their deliveries would come through Troy and then down to Luverne and Brantley. If anyone is interested they can contact Don Nix with the Chamber of Commerce.
	
	The mayor presented an ordinance to establish the qualification fees for the upcoming election. Councilman Smith made a motion for immediate consideration of Ordinance 20-03 establish the qualification fees for the upcoming election. Councilman Jones seconded the motion and the vote was unanimously approved. Councilman Smith made a motion to adopt Ordinance 20-03 to establish the qualification fees for the upcoming election. Councilman Jones seconded the motion and all was in favor. The ordinance is as follows:

ORDINANCE 20-03

BE IT ORDAINED BY THE CITY OF LUVERNE COUNCIL OF LUVERNE AS FOLLOWS:

Section 1.  A qualification fee in the amount of $50.00 is hereby fixed and imposed upon all candidates seeking election as mayor of the City of Luverne, Alabama. 

Section 2.  A qualification fee in the amount of $25.00 is hereby fixed and imposed upon all candidates seeking election as councilmember of the City of Luverne, Alabama.

Section 3.  Such qualification fee shall be paid to the city clerk and deposited to the general fund of the city at or prior to the time of taking out qualification papers by any such candidates.

Section 4.  Any person desiring to qualify who is not financially able to pay the required fee may qualify provided such prospective candidate furnishes the clerk with an affidavit stating that he or she is financially unable to pay the required fee fixed by this ordinance.

Section 5.  This ordinance is adopted pursuant to Section 11-46-2 of the Alabama Code of 1975 and shall be effective in all elections, both general and special, for aforesaid offices from and after the date of adoption.

ADOPTED AND APPROVED this 8th day of June, 2020.

Mayor Beasley presented the council with a resolution to award professional services for the CDBG project. Councilman Jones made a motion to adopt the Professional Services resolution. Councilman Billings seconded the motion and all was in favor. The resolution is as follows:


CITY OF LUVERNE
RESOLUTION NO. 060820

PY2020 COMMUNITY DEVELOPMENT BLOCK GRANT PROFESSIONAL SERVICES
To accept a proposal for the provision of professional services for the City of Luverne PY2020 Community Development Block Grant (CDBG) Project, and to authorize the Mayor of Luverne to sign all documents related to the execution of the contract pending award of PY 2020 CDBG funds.

WHEREAS, the City of Luverne contacted known qualified firms in order to obtain proposals for the provision of engineering services for a PY 2020 Community Development Block Grant Project; and

WHEREAS, based on the City’s rating of all proposals received, using the City’s rating system, Southern Engineering Solutions has been deemed most qualified for the services called for; and 

WHEREAS, Southern Engineering Solutions is not debarred from working on federally funded projects per the SAM.GOV search results attached hereto; and

WHEREAS, it has been determined that it is in the best interest of the City of Luverne to award a contract to Southern Engineering Solutions for a CDBG Application, and CDBG-Post Application services contingent upon awarding of the grant.

NOW, THEREFORE, LET IT BE RESOLVED by the Mayor and the Council of the City of Luverne, Alabama as follows:

SECTION 1.	That, based on the City’s understanding of the Alabama Department of Economic and Community Affairs’ (ADECA) procurement policy, the acceptance of the proposal of Southern Engineering Solutions for the provision of professional services for a PY 2020 CDBG Project, has been determined to be in the best interest of the City of Luverne, and that the proposed fee has been accepted as reasonable based on the complexity of the project, ADECA’s acceptable fee scale, and the amount and nature of the local match to be provided by the City.

SECTION 2.	That the City of Luverne hereby elects to select and award Southern Engineering Solutions for the provision of engineering services pending receipt of CDBG funds and ADECA contract approval as required.

SECTION 3.	That this action is based on the current interpretation of ADECA procurement policy with is acknowledged by this resolution and ADECA policy and memorandum on file. 

SECTION 4.	That Ed Beasley, in his capacity as Mayor, is hereby authorized and directed to execute said contract on behalf of the City of Luverne. 

ADOPTED this 8th day of June, 2020.

The mayor presented the council with a resolution to submit for the CDBG application and commit the local match. Councilman Smith made a motion to adopt the resolution to submit for the CDBG application and commit the local match. Councilman Billings seconded the motion and all was in favor. The resolution is as follows:


CITY OF LUVERNE
RESOLUTION NO. 060820(a)

PY2020 COMMUNITY DEVELOPMENT BLOCK GRANT APPLICATION

To accept a proposal for the provision of professional services for the City of Luverne PY2020 Community Development Block Grant (CDBG) Project, and to authorize the Mayor of Luverne to sign all documents related to the execution of the contract pending award of PY 2020 CDBG funds.

WHEREAS, the Alabama Department of Economic and Community Affairs (ADECA) is accepting applications for grant funds through the Community Development and Block Grant Program; and

WHEREAS, the Jeffcoat Street area has been defined as a residential area located north of the Luverne central business district and generally bounded by US Highway 331 (Montgomery Highway) to the west and Woodford Avenue to the east; and

WHEREAS, the Jeffcoat Street area is suffering from slum and blighted conditions with a population that is comprised of more than 51 percent low and moderate income persons, and therefore qualifies as a project area for CDBG funds; and

	WHEREAS, a duly advertised public hearing was conducted on May 28, 2020 at which time information was provided regarding CDBG program goals and objectives and the range of eligible activities that can be undertaken through the CDBG programs; and

	WHEREAS, the City of Luverne proposes to conduct a comprehensive improvement project that includes sewer and road improvements; and

	WHEREAS, the estimated cost of the proposed Jeffcoat Street comprehensive improvement project is $388,500.

	NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED that the City Council of the City of Luverne does hereby authorize and direct the South Central Alabama Development Commission to submit an application to the Alabama Department of Economic and Community Affairs requesting PY2020 Community Development Block Grant Funds in the amount of $349,650 to conduct a comprehensive improvement project for Jeffcoat Street.

[bookmark: _GoBack]	BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that City of Luverne does hereby approve and commit a 10 percent local cash in the amount of $38,850 to complete the proposed project and that Ed Beasley, Mayor, is hereby authorized to sign all assurances and documents related to the filing of an application for funds through the Community Development Block Grant program and, if funded, execute all agreements necessary for the implementation of the project.

ADOPTED this 8th day of June, 2020.

Mayor Beasley presented the council with an event application for the Crenshaw County Recreational Club to have their annual CCRC Crawfish Tournament on Saturday, June 27th from 5:00 p.m. to 12:30 a.m. There would be a band performing from about 9:00 p.m. to 12:00 a.m. After some discussion, Councilman Smith made a motion to approve the annual CCRC Crawfish Tournament on June 27th. Councilman Jones seconded the motion and all was in favor.

	The mayor discussed the fireworks display for Thursday, July 2nd in the amount of $8,500. Councilman Jones made a motion to approve the fireworks display with Casey Chambley in the amount of $8,500 for Thursday, July 2nd. Councilman Billings seconded the motion and all was in favor. 	
			
	Councilman Jones made a motion to adjourn the meeting. Councilman Smith seconded the motion.

Meeting was adjourned.

