COUNCIL MEETING
CITY OF LUVERNE
May 11, 2020

	The City of Luverne Council met in regular session on May 11, 2020 at 5:30 p.m., in the City Hall Building. The following members were present:

	
Mayor Ed Beasley
Charlie Johnson, Councilman – by conference call
Kip Smith, Councilman – by conference call
Kathy Smyth, Councilwoman – by conference call
Elliott Jones, Councilman – by conference call
Eddie Billings, Councilman – by conference call
Mike Jones, Attorney– by conference call 
	Margie Gomillion, Clerk
	Michelle Royals, Engineer
	William Neal, Building Inspector
		

	Mayor Beasley called the meeting to order. The mayor called on Mike Jones to say a prayer.

The mayor called for the approval of the minutes of April 27, 2020. Councilman Billings made a motion to approve the minutes as written. Councilman Smith seconded the motion and the vote was unanimously approved.

Mayor Beasley discussed speaking with representatives with Jack’s restaurant. The mayor stated Jack’s has counter offered with splitting the sales tax 60/40 for a period of 15 years. After some discussion, Councilman Jones made a motion to reject the counter offer from Jack’s restaurant for splitting the sales tax 60/40 for a period of 15 years. Councilman Billings seconded the motion and all was in favor.  

	The mayor called on Engineer Royals’ departmental reports. Ms. Royals reported routine work was performed in all departments and everyone has a copy of the report. Engineer Royals stated given the governors announcement last week to loosen stay-at-home restrictions all crews reported for duty this morning. The number one priority is still storm cleanup. The department is still working really hard on debris cleanup and debris is being picked up all five days a week. The mayor discussed a big pile of debris on Country Lane that a citizen hired a contractor to cut. Mayor Beasley stated he spoke with the citizen and told him since he hired a contractor to cut the trees either the contractor had to haul the debris off or he would get a bill from the city for picking it up. The council was in agreement. Councilman Smith spoke of how good the hyacinths looked at the lagoon. 

	Mayor Beasley called on the city clerk for the administrative report. Routine work was performed. The clerk’s office is open every day from 8:00 a.m. – 4:30 p.m. and we are still waiting on customers through the door and drop box. The mayor stated to try make the girls as safe as possible there is more glass going to be installed inside City Hall and a glass door has been installed with a lock on it to keep anybody from entering the office work area.

The mayor reported the police department made several arrests on juveniles for burglary and theft that were taken in the area of Lee Drive, Luverne Street and Greenbriar Drive last week. Since the last meeting, the police department had 337 calls of service including building checks. The department made over 50 traffic stops, wrote 20 citations and over 30 warnings. The department made 6 misdemeanor and 6 felony arrest. There were 4 animal control calls since the last council meeting. 

Mayor Beasley stated he sent Mrs. Kathryn a message last week telling her to open the library back up this week with social distancing, hand sanitizing and requiring a mask to be worn. Mrs. Kathryn sent a message back saying thank you mayor and council for letting us go back to work. 

	The mayor stated everyone has a copy of Mr. Neal’s report. 
	 
	Councilman Smith stated to remember the rescue personnel during this time with the COVID-19 issues. The staff is taking extra precaution along the way and are doing a good job.

	 Mayor Beasley stated Mr. Neal brought him the proposal for the July 4th fireworks display. The display was going to cost the city $9,150 but I spoke with Casey Chambley this morning and negotiated to get the show for $8,500 which is the same show as last year which will be on July 2nd. The mayor stated that Mr. Chambley said it is a possibility that he could do the show on July 3rd if Opelika does not. Mayor Beasley stated Mr. Neal has done an excellent job coordinating the event and suggested letting Mr. Neal work out the details of when the event will be with Mr. Chambley. The council was in agreement and Mr. Neal stated he would take care of it.

The mayor presented the council with a resolution for the electronic voting machine DS200 to be used at the upcoming election. Councilman Jones made a motion to adopt the resolution for the electronic voting machine DS200 to be used for all elections held subsequent to the passage of this resolution. Councilman Billings seconded the motion and all was in favor. The resolution is as follows:

STATE OF ALABAMA
CRENSHAW COUNTY
CITY OF LUVERNE


RESOLUTION 051120

WHEREAS, Chapter 7 of Title 17 of the Alabama Code of 1975, and the regulations adopted pursuant thereto by the Alabama Electronic Voting Committee, provide for the use of Electronic Vote Counting Systems; and

WHEREAS, Section 17-7-21 of the Code of Alabama 1975 provides that a municipality may, in its discretion, by adoption of an appropriate resolution, authorize, adopt, and direct the use of electronic vote counting systems for use in all elections held in such municipality;

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED by the City Council of the City of Luverne that for all elections held subsequent to the passage of this resolution, the use of DS200, a system which complies with Section 17-7-21 of the Code of Alabama and any regulations adopted pursuant thereto, is hereby authorized for the reporting, counting, and tabulation of any and all election results.

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that the Mayor of the City of Luverne is hereby directed to file a copy of this resolution with the Secretary of State as provided in Section 17-7-21 of the Code of Alabama 1975.

ADOPTED THIS THE 11th DAY OF May, 2020.

	Engineer Royals stated the city took out a million dollar bond issue several months ago for resurfacing. The resurfacing bids were received on April 30th. There were two bids received which were:

			Midsouth Paving		$1,214,985.00
			Wiregrass Construction	$   870,533.84

Ms. Royals recommended awarding the resurfacing bid to Wiregrass Construction in the amount of $870,533.84. Councilman Smith made a motion to award the resurfacing bid to Wiregrass Construction in the amount of $870,533.84. Councilman Billings seconded the motion and the vote was unanimously approved.

	Mr. Jones stated he spoke with Levi Nichols today and the hospital has benefited from some of the money that has come about as a result of the pandemic. They have gotten some monies from a couple of sources such as the PPP loan and some grants. They also are in the process and should close within the next two weeks on a USDA loan. Once they close that loan the money the city pledge our assets for will be freed up and that line of credit will be paid off. They asked to be sent the amounts of the utilities that are owed. There are some utilities that is owed before this new group took over before September, but from September until now is a little over $80,000. Mr. Jones stated he sent the hospital both amounts but not sure if the city will receive the amount that was owed before they took over. Mr. Jones stated he felt the city would get the $84,569.32 pretty quickly. 

	
	Mayor Beasley reported the Electric Board met this afternoon and this month we will start leaving cut off notices and will require those who still owe from March and April to pay their May bill plus 25 percent of the arrears. The late fees will start being applied again in June.

[bookmark: _GoBack]	Engineer Royals stated the city was awarded an ADECA energy efficient grant in the amount of $25,000 to replace street lights. She reported bids were opened today for street lights. The Electric Board met and approved to award the bid to Gresco and the cities match will be in-kind by installing the lights. Councilman Smith made a motion to award the street lights bid to Gresco in the amount of $390.25 each. Councilwoman Smyth seconded the motion and all was in favor.

	Councilman Johnson reported the park is opened back up and everyone is in compliance with the social distancing. 

	The mayor stated the next meeting falls on Memorial Day. Councilman Smith made a motion to not meet on Memorial Day. Councilman Billings seconded the motion and all was in favor.
			
	Councilman Billings made a motion to adjourn the meeting. Councilman Smith seconded the motion.

Meeting was adjourned.

