COUNCIL MEETING
CITY OF LUVERNE
April 27, 2020

	The City of Luverne Council met in regular session on April 27, 2020 at 5:30 p.m., in the City Hall Building. The following members were present:

	
Mayor Ed Beasley
Charlie Johnson, Councilman 
Kip Smith, Councilman 
Kathy Smyth, Councilwoman 
Elliott Jones, Councilman – by conference call
Eddie Billings, Councilman 
Mike Jones, Attorney– by conference call 
	Margie Gomillion, Clerk
	Michelle Royals, Engineer
	William Neal, Building Inspector
	Mike Johnson, Chief
		

	Mayor Beasley called the meeting to order. The mayor called on William Neal to lead the pledge of allegiance to the flag and Charlie Johnson to say a prayer.

The mayor called for the approval of the minutes of April 13, 2020. Councilman Billings made a motion to approve the minutes as written. Councilman Johnson seconded the motion and the vote was unanimously approved.

[bookmark: _GoBack]	Mayor Beasley called on Engineer Royals’ departmental reports. Ms. Royals reported routine work was performed in all departments and everyone has a copy of the report. Engineer Royals stated debris from the storm was picked up every day last week except Thursday when it stormed and will be picked up every day this week except possibly Wednesday due to the weather again. 

	Next, Engineer Royals discussed pass due utility bills that have not been paid during the COVID-19. There are approximately 18 customers who have not paid their utility bill for the month of March and those same customer plus several more have not paid for the month of April. 
The two months total owed for the 18 customer is approximately $5,700. Ms. Royals discussed working with these customers case by case and a payment option. Councilman Smith recommended the end of May the customer must pay the current bill and 25% of the past due arrears. 

	The mayor called on the city clerk for the administrative report. Routine work was performed. 

Mayor Beasley called on the chief. The chief stated everyone has a copy of his report.

Councilman Johnson reported the park board met this afternoon but did not make any decision on reopening the park. Councilman Johnson stated the board is waiting on an announcement from the governor tomorrow. The park board will meet again this Thursday at 5:00 p.m., to make a decision on how and what extent of opening the park. 

	Mayor Beasley stated everyone has a copy of Mr. Neal’s report. Mr. Neal stated the LVFD has been busy with storm related calls. One of the units had to have a major repair. The city runs are up 19 runs to date over last year’s calls. 

	The mayor stated he spoke with a representative with ADECA about the old Vanity Fair building needing some repair. The representative said as long as the city owns the building there is money through ADECA for Economic Development for this building or any city structure with a new business that will employ 15 or more employees. Engineer Royals stated she would contact Ashton Estes with SCADC. 

	Mayor Beasley reported the city and the Crenshaw County Economic and Industrial Development Authority received an additional $5,500 each from Southeast Gas that can be used for economic development or community enhancement. This was money not awarded to another city because they did not apply.  

	The mayor reported city sales tax revenue is down a little over $6,000 for the month of March and will be probably be worse in April.

	Mayor Beasley stated everyone has a copy of a proposal for a Jack’s restaurant. The mayor stated the company has requested an incentive to bring the restaurant to the City of Luverne by splitting the city sales tax 50/50 for a period of 12 years. The council discussed offering assistance with infrastructure and negotiate fewer years for less money. After further discussion, Councilman Billings made a motion to table this discussion to see if the city can negotiate the proposal. Councilman Smith seconded the motion and all was in favor.

	Councilman Billings stated he would like to thank the first responders and city employees during this stressful time with the pandemic and storms coming through. They have handled it like champions and are truly appreciated.

	The mayor stated he would like to do something to honor the first responders by providing lunch or doing a resolution.  

	Councilman Billings made a motion to adjourn the meeting. Councilman Smith seconded the motion.

Meeting was adjourned.

