COUNCIL MEETING
CITY OF LUVERNE
March 23, 2020

	The City of Luverne Council met in regular session on March 23, 2020 at 5:30 p.m., in the City Hall Building. The following members were present:

	
Mayor Ed Beasley
Charlie Johnson, Councilman
Kip Smith, Councilman
Kathy Smyth, Councilwoman
Eddie Billings, Councilman
	Margie Gomillion, Clerk
	Michelle Royals, Engineer
	William Neal, Building Inspector

Absent:
Elliott Jones, Councilman
Mike Jones, Attorney


Visitor:
	Shelia Johnson
	Perry Catrett

	Mayor Beasley called the meeting to order. The mayor called on Eddie Billings to lead the pledge of allegiance to the flag and Charlie Johnson to say a prayer.

The mayor called for the approval of the minutes of March 9, 2020. Councilman Billings made a motion to approve the minutes as written. Councilman Smith seconded the motion and the vote was unanimously approved.

	Mayor Beasley called on Engineer Royals’ departmental reports. Ms. Royals reported routine work was performed in all departments and everyone has a copy of the report.

	The mayor called on the city clerk for the administrative report. Routine work was performed. 

Mayor Beasley stated everyone had a copy of the chief’s report. Since the last meeting, the police department had 395 calls of service including building checks. The department made over 33 traffic stops, wrote 14 citations and over 18 warnings. The department made 7 misdemeanor and 1 felony arrest. There were 4 animal control calls since the last council meeting. 

The mayor stated he has spoken with Mrs. Kathryn several times in the last few days about the situation at the library with people coming in and out. The workers are keeping a minimum of six feet from the public and are sanitizing the area. Books are still being checked out and have access to the computers.

Councilman Johnson asked about opening the park. The mayor stated the governor ordered the shutdown of the park but the lake is allowed to be open.

	Mayor Beasley stated everyone has a copy of Mr. Neal’s report. Mr. Neal stated given the recent interest in the downtown area and the age; uniqueness of those buildings, he will be requiring an architect to sign off before a permit is issued for any downtown renovations.	 

	The mayor stated there has been a request to appoint Patsy Owens to serve out the remainder of Suze Butts term to the Board of Housing Commissioners. Councilman Billings made a motion to appoint Patsy Owens to serve out the remainder of Suze Butts term to the Board of Housing Commissioners. Councilman Smith seconded the motion and the vote was unanimously approved.

	Mayor Beasley stated there was a public hearing today for Troy E. Jones to rezone the property located at 918 S. Forest Ave from R2 to B3 with no opposition. Councilman Smith made a motion to adopt the amendment to the official zoning ordinance to rezone the property located at 918 S. Forest Ave from R2 to B3. Councilman Billings seconded the motion and all was in favor. The ordinance is as follows:

ORDINANCE 20-02

ORDINANCE AMENDING THE OFFICIAL ZONING MAP OF THE CITY OF LUVERNE, ALABAMA.

Be it ordained by the City Council of the City of Luverne, Alabama, that the Official Zoning Map of the City of Luverne, Alabama be and is hereby amended as follows:

The following property located within the limits of the City of Luverne, Alabama, is hereby designated as B3 property:


A CERTAIN LOT IN THE TOWN OF LUVERNE, ALABAMA, BEING PARTICULARLY DESCRIBED AS BEGINNING AT A POINT ON THE WEST SIDE OF LUVERNE BRANTLEY HIGHWAY (ALABAMA NO. 9), WHERE SAID HIGHWAY IS INTERSECTED BY THE NORTH SIDE OF THE LUVERNE MT. IDA PUBLIC ROAD, THENCE FROM SAID POINT NORTH ALONG WEST SIDE OF THE LUVERNE BRANTLEY HIGHWAY 130 FEET, THENCE WEST 425 FEET, THENCE SOUTH 130 FEET, THENCE EAST ALONG THE NORTH SIDE OF LUVERNE MT. IDA PUBLIC ROAD 425 FEET TO THE POINT OF BEGINNING. SAID LOT BEING PART OF THE SW ¼ OF SW ¼, OF SECTION 33, IN TOWNSHIP 9, RANGE 18.

That this ordinance shall become effective immediately upon its passage and publication as provided by law.

Adopted and approved this 23rd day of March, 2020.

	The mayor stated there was a public hearing today to vacate an unpaved road known as Old Railroad Bed Road. After some discussion, the mayor presented the following Resolution declaring the unpaved road known as Old Railroad Bed Road vacated. Councilwoman Smyth made a motion to adopt Resolution No. 032320 to vacate Old Railroad Bed Road. Councilman Smith seconded the motion and the vote was unanimously approved. The resolution is as follows:

RESOLUTION NO. 032320


CITY OF LUVERNE
COUNTY OF CRENSHAW				
STATE OF ALABAMA				

	WHEREAS, the City Council of Luverne, Alabama, is desirous of vacating an unpaved road known as Old Railroad Bed Road included in the Luverne City Street System and described as follows:

The unpaved road known as Old Railroad Bed Road to be vacated being:

AN UNPAVED ROAD THAT EXTENDS NORTHWARD FROM THE INTERSECTION OF JEFFCOAT STREET AND NORTH WOODFORD AVE APPROXIMATELY 0.25 MILES MORE OR LESS TO THE END OF THE ROAD NEAR THE LUVERNE CO-OP. THIS ROAD IS LOCATED IN SECTION 28 OF TOWNSHIP 9 NORTH, RANGE 18 EAST, CRENSHAW COUNTY, ALABAMA.

Note that Old Railroad Bed Road did not have a deeded right of way and was maintained by prescriptive use only.  For purposes of this description, the unpaved road known as Old Railroad Bed Road to be vacated shall be that portion of Old Railroad Bed Road maintained by prescriptive use.

	WHEREAS, The City of Luverne held a public hearing on Monday, March 23, 2020 at 5:00pm CST as advertised in The Luverne Journal, a local newspaper of general circulation, for four consecutive weeks beginning February 27, 2020, and 

WHEREAS, the Luverne City Engineer’s office has notified, by certified mail, the following known utility owners serving the area that this portion of road is located and none were found to be opposed to this vacation – Alabama Power, 1810 Cong. W.L. Dickinson Dr., Montgomery, AL 36109 and Southeast Gas, PO Box 1338, Andalusia, AL  36420, and

WHEREAS, the Luverne City engineer’s office notified the following abutting land owners affected about this vacation by certified mail, giving the time and date of the public hearing and the time and date the City Council would take action concerning this vacation – Rusty and Sheila King, Carrie Curtis, TDC Properties, LLC, and
 
	WHEREAS, the Luverne City Council accepted comments at the public hearing held on Monday, March 23, 2020, and

	WHEREAS, the Luverne City Council has determined that it is in the best interest of the City of Luverne to vacate Old Railroad Bed Road as described above, and

	WHEREAS, Councilmember Kathy Smyth, the district councilmember where Old Railroad Bed Road is located, did make a motion to vacate Old Railroad Bed Road as described above,

	NOW, THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED, the portion of Old Railroad Bed Road as described above is hereby vacated and the Luverne City Council divests all public rights and liabilities in this portion of Old Railroad Bed Road with title to the road vesting with the abutting landowners; however any utility company having lines in place at the time of this vacation may continue to maintain, extend, and enlarge their lines, equipment and facilities as if the vacation had not occurred.

PASSED, ADOPTED AND APPROVED ON March 23, 2020.

	Ms. Royals stated at the last meeting the council took action on a TAP grant application. The council was in favor for applying to put sidewalks along First Street. The council needs to adopt a resolution authorizing Southern Engineering Solutions, Inc., to make application to ALDOT for sidewalk improvements along First Street. After some discussion, Councilman Billings made a motion to adopt Resolution No. 032320(a) authorizing Southern Engineering Solutions, Inc., to make application to ALDOT for sidewalk improvements along First Street. Councilman Smith seconded the motion and all was in favor. The resolution is as follows:


RESOLUTION
NO. 032320(a)

A RESOLUTION AUTHORIZING SOUTHERN ENGINEERING SOLUTIONS, INC. TO MAKE APPLICATION TO ALDOT FOR 
SIDEWALK IMPROVEMENTS ALONG FIRST STREET


WHEREAS, the City Council of the City of Luverne, Alabama, has duly assembled at a regular meeting with a quorum present; and

WHEREAS, the City Council determined at this meeting that the City of Luverne, Alabama will participate in the FY 2021 Transportation Alternatives Program;

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED by the City Council of the City of Luverne, Alabama as follows:

1. That the Mayor of the City of Luverne is hereby authorized to sign any and all documents that are necessary for participation in the Transportation Alternatives Program. 

2. That the City Council hereby commits to fund the City’s twenty percent (20%) cost share for participation in this program.

ADOPTED this 23rd day of March, 2020.

	Ms. Royals reported the Water Board is applying for another CDBG grant. Ms. Royals stated she has polled the Water Board and has decided this time to do a sewer project instead of a water project. This project would be replacing a sewer line on Jeffcoat Street from Woodford to Franklin. The entire street of Jeffcoat will be resurfaced. There will be some storm drains added by in-kind work. The project will be an 80/20 match. The application process will be starting soon with public hearings and surveying the neighborhood. 

	Ms. Royals discussed sending out earlier in the week to the council a preparedness plan for the COVID-19. Ms. Royals stated at this time it is business as usual. City Hall has put a notice on the door that says no more than two people inside at one time. Ms. Royals stated she had a conference call last week with some of the other power organizations. The consensus of the group was no one was going to charge late fees or disconnect service.  It is cut off time and the electric department did pass out cut off notices but the wording was changed on the notice. The notice does not say their power will be discontinued. Instead it says please come pay your bill by this date. The library is still open at this time and will remain open unless the governor says to close down or if we have a local case. The city runs the lake but it is a state owned facility. The lake will remain open until the state says to close. All the departments are prepared and ready for the governor’s mandate to close or a local case to quarantine. 

[bookmark: _GoBack]	Ms. Royals stated the League of Municipalities sent out a memo on March 20th clarifying the Emergency Family and Medical Leave Expansion Act and the Emergency Paid Sick Leave Act. The act provides payroll tax credits to employers to cover the wages paid to employees under the Act, but state and local governments are not eligible to claim these credits. There was a conference call earlier this afternoon with Senator Barfoot, the mayor, the engineer and some of the council members. It was pointed out that this act stated that state and local governments are not eligible for these credits. Ms. Royals stated she asked Senator Barfoot during the call to please help adjust this in the bill. Ms. Royals stated she forwarded the email to Senator Barfoot and said he would look into to. The league had requested everyone to contact their senators and representatives. 

	Councilman Billings stated he would like to thank the City of Luverne for getting with AMEA years ago. Becca was awarded a scholarship for college from AMEA. 

	Councilman Smith stated the City of Luverne and Crenshaw County lost a former citizen John Foster from the battle of cancer over the weekend. Councilman Smith stated he would like to recognize Mr. Foster for his dedication to Pepsi and the City of Luverne. 

	Councilwoman Smyth stated she would like to recognize the death of Vicki’s stepfather Mr. Edward Warrick. The mayor stated he would also like to recognize the loss of Mr. Justice (Buddy) Smyth. 

	Councilwoman Smyth stated on behalf of the Smyth family we wanted to thank the council and staff for the flowers sent for Mr. Buddy’s service. 

	Councilman Billings made a motion to adjourn the meeting. Councilman Smith seconded the motion.

Meeting was adjourned.

