COUNCIL MEETING
CITY OF LUVERNE
March 9, 2020

	The City of Luverne Council met in regular session on March 9, 2020 at 5:30 p.m., in the City Hall Building. The following members were present:

	
Mayor Ed Beasley
Charlie Johnson, Councilman
Kip Smith, Councilman
Kathy Smyth, Councilwoman
Elliott Jones, Councilman
	Margie Gomillion, Clerk
	Michelle Royals, Engineer
Mike Jones, Attorney
	William Neal, Building Inspector
Matt Hutcheson, Editor
Mike Johnson, Chief

Absent:
Eddie Billings, Councilman

Visitor:
Rusty Faulk		Russ Tranum
Robyn Snellgrove	Merrill Sport
Levi Nichols		Officer Nicholas Atkinson



	Mayor Beasley called the meeting to order. The mayor called on Elliott Jones to lead the pledge of allegiance to the flag and Charlie Johnson to say a prayer.

The mayor called for the approval of the minutes of February 24, 2020. Councilman Jones made a motion to approve the minutes as written. Councilman Johnson seconded the motion and the vote was unanimously approved.

	Mayor Beasley called on Engineer Royals’ departmental reports. Ms. Royals reported routine work was performed in all departments. Ms. Royals stated the number one project this week has been FEMA related from all the water that we have had for the last few months. The department dug out the culvert at CCA this morning to repair weep holes allowing water behind the wall. There are drainage ditches that are overflowing and causing some erosion. We met with the State EMA office Thursday to do a preliminary ride through. The state thinks it will be up to a month before FEMA makes a declaration. Ms. Royals stated she will be documenting well and if anyone knows of any water damage related to let her know so when we do get a declaration we can capture all the funds we have spent.
	The mayor called on the city clerk for the administrative report. Routine work was performed. The clerk reminded everyone of the library’s dinner theatre tomorrow night.

Councilman Johnson stated the lake is really picking up with a lot of good participation this weekend. Everything is being kept maintained. The opening day at the park is coming up on March 21st and all the uniforms are to be delivered this week. 

Mayor Beasley stated everyone had a copy of the chief’s report. Since the last meeting, the police department had 390 calls of service including building checks. The department made over 20 traffic stops, wrote 10 citations and over 10 warnings. The department made 4 misdemeanor and 8 felony arrest. There were 3 animal control calls since the last council meeting. The department served several drug warrants in the city and city jurisdiction this week. We have had a lot of support for our community from the DEA, SBI narcotics and ATF. The chief reported the men and women of the Luverne Police Department made me proud and represented our city well. 

The mayor discussed a request for an event to be held on 5th Street by Sherry Prevett. Ms. Prevett would like to have the 4th Annual Spring Fling on April 4, 2020 at 13 on 5th. After some discussion, Councilman Smith made a motion to approve the 4th Annual Spring Fling event requested by Sherry Prevett on April 4, 2020 on 13 on 5th. Councilwoman Smyth seconded the motion and all was in favor.

	Mayor Beasley stated everyone has a copy of Mr. Neal’s report.	 

	The mayor called on Robyn Snellgrove to speak. Mrs. Snellgrove stated there is someone interested in purchasing property at the Industrial Park to put in a business. This person is local and the business would have up to 10 jobs. The advisory committee for the Industrial Development Board approved the business for the covenants. The business would need a ½ acre which would be located between AMEA’s solar panels and Wood Pecan. This property would be for Mr. Russ Tranum who is attending tonight if anyone has any questions. Mrs. Snellgrove stated the value of the property at the Industrial Park is $4,000 an acre based on previous purchases. After further discussion, Councilman Jones made a motion to move forward to give the mayor the authority to handle the transaction of a ½ acre sell to Russ Tranum. Councilman Smith seconded the motion and all was in favor. City attorney Mike Jones stated a survey would be needed and he will coordinate with Mr. Tranum to work out the details.

	Mayor Beasley stated the appointment on the Board of Housing Commissioners for John Powell will expire this month. Councilman Jones made a motion to reappoint John Powell to the Board of Housing Commissioners. Councilman Smith seconded the motion and the vote was unanimously approved.

The mayor stated the appointment on the Board of Adjustments for Martha Thomas and David Noble expired March 1st.  Councilman Smith made a motion to reappoint Martha Thomas to the Board of Adjustments. Councilman Jones seconded the motion and the vote was unanimously approved.  Councilman Smith made a motion to reappoint David Noble to the Board of Adjustments. Councilman Jones seconded the motion and the vote was unanimously approved.

Mayor Beasley opened the floor for discussion on the Ice Cream Shop and Pepsi pavilion. Councilman Jones wanted to clarify that Mr. and Mrs. Dowdy was given the first offer to buy the building and declined. Mr. Rusty Faulk has agreed to purchase the building. The mayor discussed the old T&B building that was donated to the city that is potentially full of asbestos and the city doesn’t have it in the budget to tear it down. If the sell of the pavilion and ice cream shop go through it would add money to the budget to operate with to prevent rate increases. It would cost the city $30,000 to $35,000 to repair the ice cream shop building. Councilman Smith stated that while the ice cream shop building was donated, the city had to invest almost $18,000 to bring it up to usable condition. The city has collected approximately $29,000 in rent. Therefore, only approximately $11,000 has been gained by the city. Councilwoman Smyth shared some information and public opinions that she has received about the Pepsi pavilion being a public space intended for usage by the public. There are some opinions that it is a space that joined our town together in different events and activities. There is a group out there that wants to preserve that space. Councilwoman Smyth stated she understands that the executives with Pepsi has given their ok for the Pepsi pavilion to be sold to a buyer wanting to promote growth in the downtown area but recognize that their initial intention for that space was public use and enjoyment. Pepsi indicated they would be willing to reinvest in another space if one is located in our downtown three block area for public use. Councilman Jones stated so that we may manage the tax payers dollars in a responsible manner; taking into consideration the benefit/cost of making repairs to the building vs the decades of rent collections that it will take to recover the expenses, a motion was made by Councilman Jones to sell the properties to Mr. Rusty Faulk. This motion is made with the understanding that the owners of Main Street Sweets declined the first right of refusal to purchase the ice cream shop building at the same price as Mr. Faulk's offer. Also, with the understanding that the 2 holiday celebrations at the pavilion can be relocated so the citizens can continue to enjoy a venue of public gathering in the downtown area. Councilman Smith seconded the motion. The vote was as follows:

Yea:	Charlie Johnson	Abstained:	Kathy Smyth
	Kip Smith
	Elliott Jones

The motion carried.

	Councilwoman Smyth stated there will be a social media workshop Wednesday at 5:30 p.m. at the Economic Development office. This event is sponsored by the Chamber of Commerce and everyone is welcomed to attend.

Mayor Beasley stated the council needed to appoint a voting delegate for the Annual Convention of the Alabama League of Municipalities. Councilman Smith made a motion to appoint Kathy Smyth to be the voting delegate for the Annual Convention of the Alabama League of Municipalities. Councilman Johnson seconded the motion. The vote was as follows:





Yea:	Charlie Johnson  		Abstained: Kathy Smyth
			Kip Smith
		Elliott Jones
	
The motion carried.

The mayor requested the council go into executive session to discuss litigation issues involving the Crenshaw County Commission and the Hospital Authority. Councilman Smith made a motion to go into executive session. Councilman Jones seconded the motion and all was in favor. The council went into executive session at 6:06 p.m. Councilman Jones made a motion to come out of executive session. Councilman Smith seconded the motion and the vote was unanimously approved. The council came out of executive session at 6:36 p.m.

	Councilman Smith made a motion to adjourn the meeting. Councilman Jones seconded the motion.

[bookmark: _GoBack]Meeting was adjourned.

