COUNCIL MEETING
CITY OF LUVERNE
February 24, 2020

	The City of Luverne Council met in regular session on February 24, 2020 at 5:30 p.m., in the City Hall Building. The following members were present:

	
Mayor Ed Beasley
Charlie Johnson, Councilman
Kathy Smyth, Councilwoman
Elliott Jones, Councilman
	Margie Gomillion, Clerk
	Michelle Royals, Engineer
Mike Jones, Attorney
	William Neal, Building Inspector
Matt Hutcheson, Editor

Absent:
Kip Smith, Councilman
Eddie Billings, Councilman

Visitor:
Gil Sternbach


	Mayor Beasley called the meeting to order. The mayor called on Elliott Jones to lead the pledge of allegiance to the flag and Mike Jones to say a prayer.

The mayor called for the approval of the minutes of January 27, 2020. Councilman Johnson made a motion to approve the minutes as written. Councilwoman Smith seconded the motion and the vote was unanimously approved.

	The mayor called on Engineer Royals’ departmental reports. Ms. Royals reported the following:

· Routine work was performed in all departments. Ms. Royals stated two new lawnmowers are needed to be purchased for the upcoming season. One mower is for the water department which is in the budget and one is for the street department which is not budgeted. The street department has three older lawnmowers that are operational but not being used on a regular basis that can be sold to collect enough money to purchase one mower. Ms. Royals stated that prices were compared between Bobcat, Kabota, Exmart, and Ferris.  Ms. Royals recommended buying the Ferris mowers locally from Keith Stephens. The mowers to be purchased from Mr. Stephens are 61” cut 35 hp Ferris zero turn for $11,000 each.
· Ms. Royals stated the samples were collected from the T & B building and submitted for asbestos testing on Friday. When the sample results are returned, we will know how to proceed with the demolition of the building. 
· Ms. Royals reported the city is going to be applying for FEMA money from all the flooding assuming there is FEMA money to be had. The money will be used to do some concrete flume repairs, pothole repairs, rock needed on dirt roads, and one lift station that has been overwhelmed with all the infiltration from all the flooding. Councilman Jones discussed the threshold that has to be met statewide to get a presidential declaration in order to apply for federal money. 
·  Ms. Royals discussed the TAP grant which is a grant through ALDOT for sidewalk type projects that was discussed last year. The deadline is May 15, 2020. However a decision needs to be made in advance to allow time to prepare an application. The grant would fund a total of $800,000 project with 80/20 match. The cost estimate prepared in the past for a sidewalk along East First Street is $366,000 so the city match would be less than $100,000. After further discussion, Councilman Jones made a motion to allow Ms. Royals to put a TAP grant application together and submit for the East First Street sidewalk project. Councilman Johnson seconded the motion and all was in favor.

	Mayor Beasley called on the city clerk for the administrative report. Routine work was performed.

Mayor Beasley stated everyone had a copy of the chief’s report. Since the last meeting, the police department had 425 calls of service including building checks. The department made over 39 traffic stops, wrote 14 citations and over 25 warnings. There were 11 misdemeanor arrests and 7 felony arrest. There were 5 animal control calls since the last council meeting.

	The mayor reported everything at the library is going really well. Mrs. Tomlin is very happy with the remodeling that has been done and is looking forward to the Library’s Dinner Theatre.

	Mayor Beasley stated everyone has a copy of Mr. Neal’s report.

	Councilman Johnson stated they are getting ready for opening day at the park. Ms. Royals reported the Recreation Board approved the schedule for the season. There is an average of 19 games scheduled per team with a contingency plan for rain outs to be played on Saturdays if necessary. Ms. Royals stated the staff will be wearing uniforms this year. The staff has planted some trees at the park. Ms. Royals reported some kind of barrier will be installed for the walking trail before opening day. There has been a little repair work on the gutters, pressure washing and a little painting.

	Engineer Royals reported an update for the airport. Pioneer Air paid up in full after receiving two notices to vacate the premises. They are paid through the end of this month and the airport board still says they need to vacate after this week. There are a couple of people who want to rent hangar space. 

	The mayor stated Southeast Gas donated a total of $11,000 to the city and county. They also donated to the Board of Education.

[bookmark: _GoBack]	Mayor Beasley reported the Planning Commission met February 3rd for the property located at 918 S. Forest Ave by Troy E. Jones, owner of Luverne Veterinary Hospital. The property needs to be rezoned from R2 to B3. After discussion, Councilman Jones made a motion to have a public hearing for the property located at 918 S. Forest Ave to rezone from R2 to B3. Councilwoman Smyth seconded the motion and the vote was unanimously approved.

	The mayor presented an ordinance to set a salary for the Mayor and Council before the election in August. Councilman Jones made a motion for immediate consideration of Ordinance 20-01 to set a monthly salary of the Mayor and Council members at the current salary. Councilman Johnson seconded the motion and the vote was unanimously approved. Councilman Jones made a motion to adopt Ordinance 20-01 to set a monthly salary of the Mayor and Council members at the current salary. Councilman Johnson seconded the motion and all was in favor. The ordinance is as follows:

ORDINANCE 20-01

MONTHLY SALARY OF THE MAYOR AND COUNCILMEMBERS 


BE IT ORDAINED BY THE CITY COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF LUVERNE, ALABAMA AS FOLLOWS:  

Section 1.  That the salary of the mayor of the City of Luverne, Alabama, shall be and the same is hereby fixed at the sum of $1,500.00 per month.

Section 2.  That each councilmember shall be compensated at the sum of $500.00 per month.  

Section 3.  This ordinance shall become effective on the first Monday in November, 2020 and shall continue in force and effect until repealed by action of the council.

Section 4.    The provisions of this ordinance are hereby declared severable; if any portion of this ordinance shall be held unconstitutional or otherwise invalid by a court of competent jurisdiction, such ruling shall not affect the remaining portions of this ordinance.

ADOPTED AND APPROVED THIS THE 24th day of February, 2020.

	Mayor Beasley called on Mr. Gil Sternbach to speak. Mr. Sternbach stated he represents Sew American LLC that occupies 72 Jane Drive. Sew American had a lease agreement with the city that expired December 31st. Sew American is still occupying in good faith but not utilizing the building to its full extent. Mr. Sternbach stated they were working on a deal that will hopefully give them an opportunity to utilize the building fully. Mr. Sternbach discussed Sew American paying a portion of the rent on what they are occupying. Mr. Sternbach proposed instead of Sew American paying $4,500 a month for entire building they pay $1,500 a month until either Sew American can take on the rest of the building or until another deal comes along for the city. Mr. Jones recommended Sew American LLC to pay on a month to month basis of $1,500 just for the portion they are occupying. If they want they can come back and enter into a lease for the whole building at $4,500 a month that was in the original lease. But if the city gets another project for the whole building the city can notify them to vacate the building. Councilman Jones made a motion to accept the proposal recommended by Attorney Jones for Sew American. Councilman Johnson seconded the motion and all was in favor.

The mayor opened the only bid received for gasoline and diesel from J. Bryce Smith Oil Company. J. Bryce Smith bid 19 cents per gallon above dealer cost for gasoline and 19 cents per gallon above dealer cost for diesel. After some discussion, Councilman Johnson made a motion to accept the bids from J. Bryce Smith Oil Company. Councilman Jones seconded the motion and the vote was unanimously in favor.

	Councilman Jones revisited purchasing the two lawnmowers that Engineer Royals discussed. After further discussion, Councilman Jones made a motion to purchase two Ferris mowers from Keith Stephens at $11,000 each. Councilman Johnson seconded the motion and the vote was unanimously approved.

	Councilman Jones made a motion to adjourn the meeting. Councilwoman Smyth seconded the motion.

Meeting was adjourned.
