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CITY OF LUVERNE
January 13, 2020

	The City of Luverne Council met in regular session on January 13, 2020 at 5:30 p.m., in the City Hall Building. The following members were present:

	
Mayor Ed Beasley
Charlie Johnson, Councilman 
Kip Smith, Councilman
Kathy Smyth, Councilwoman 
Eddie Billings, Councilman
Elliott Jones, Councilman 
	Margie Gomillion, Clerk
	Mike Jones, Attorney 
	Michelle Royals, Engineer
	William Neal, Building Inspector
Mike Johnson, Chief
Matt Hutcheson, Editor

	Visitor:
	Hye Ock Kim
	
	Mayor Beasley called the meeting to order. The mayor called on Charlie Johnson to lead the pledge of allegiance to the flag and Mike Jones to say a prayer.

The mayor called for the approval of the minutes of December 9, 2019. Councilman Billings made a motion to approve the minutes as written. Councilman Johnson seconded the motion and the vote was unanimously approved. 

	Mayor Beasley called on Engineer Royals’ departmental reports.  Ms. Royals reported routine work was performed in all departments. Ms. Royals stated the electric department finished up the bridge project substantially and now we are running power off the new line. Well #1 in front of the police department is back operational. The pump motor has been replaced and rewired.  Ms. Royals reported SMART will be moving into the old Oxford building this week. Next, Ms. Royals discussed the Cyber Security study that was completed by Jackson Thornton Technologies. Ms. Royals stated the report showed our greatest vulnerability was our utility billing software and recommended upgrading the software. The cyber threats are minimal due to limited paperless transmissions. They recommended creating a Policy & Procedures and performing regular backups. Ms. Royals stated she would like to discuss purchasing a new garbage truck at the next meeting.

	The mayor called on the city clerk for the administrative report. Routine work was performed. The clerk stated she did include in her report that if the council would like to change the salaries for elected officials for the upcoming 2020 election it must be done before February 25, 2020.

	Mayor Beasley stated everyone had a copy of the chief’s report. The chief discussed a request for an event to be held at Turner Park by Mrs. Esther Harrison. Mrs. Harrison would like to have a Crenshaw County Unity Rally and cook-out on April 11, 2020 at Turner Park. After some discussion, Councilman Billings made a motion to approve the Crenshaw County Unity Rally event requested by Mrs. Esther Harrison on April 11, 2020 at Turner Park. Councilman Smith seconded the motion and all was in favor. The chief also discussed receiving several complaints about buzzards on the new cell tower. Since the last meeting, the police department had 1087 calls of service including building checks. The department made over 40 traffic stops, wrote 15 citations and over 25 warnings. There were 17 misdemeanor arrests and 2 felony arrest. There were 4 animal control calls since the last council meeting.

	Councilman Johnson reported everything is routine at the park. The park is getting ready for the summer program.

	Engineer Royals reported the new tenants at the airport were not paying so they were given a 30 day notice to pay. The tenants still have not paid and we have written an eviction notice. Ms. Royals stated there may be some new tenants to put back in the hanger.
 
	Mayor Beasley reported everything at the library is going good. The new flooring and cabinets have been completed.

	Mr. Neal stated everyone has the Annual Luverne Fire Department report. Mr. Neal discussed a new state law with the Alabama Home Builders Licensure Board concerning new home construction when issuing a building permit. 

	Mr. Jones reported the City of Enterprise was awarded the Veterans Nursing Home.

Mayor Beasley stated he, Ms. Royals, and Mr. Jones are working on a possible Industrial Development project.

Mayor Beasley stated the council has a request from the Luverne Korean Restaurant. It is an application from the State of Alabama for retail beer & wine. Councilman Smith made a motion to approve the application for 040 – Retail Beer and 060 Retail Table Wine for the Luverne Korean Restaurant located at 1105 W. 3rd Street. Councilman Jones seconded the motion and all was in favor.

Mayor Beasley stated the appointment on the Library Board for June Taylor and Suze Butts expired in December. Councilman Smith made a motion to reappoint June Taylor to the Library Board. Councilwoman Smyth seconded the motion and all was in favor. Councilman Smith made a motion to reappoint Suze Butts to the Library Board. Councilwoman Smyth seconded the motion and all was in favor.

	Mayor Beasley stated the appointment on the Recreation Board for Sandi Walker and Andre Parks expired in December. Councilman Smith made a motion to reappoint Sandi Walker to the Recreation Board. Councilman Jones seconded the motion and the vote was unanimously approved. After some discussion, Councilman Johnson stated he would get with Mr. Parks and possibly come back with a replacement.

	Councilman Johnson stated the possum drop was a success. There were about 35 people in attendance. The video that was posted received a lot of hits.

	Councilman Smith stated he would like to shout out to our law enforcement, fire department, rescue, and city employees for their hard work Saturday during the severe weather. The mayor stated everyone did a terrific job keeping us safe during the storm. Mayor Beasley stated he would like to thank Councilman Jones for his hard work and effort for keeping us alert and aware of the situation. 

	Councilman Billings made a motion to adjourn the meeting. Councilman Jones seconded the motion.
 
Meeting was adjourned.
