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	The City of Luverne Council met in regular session on December 9, 2019 at 5:30 p.m., in the City Hall Building. The following members were present:

	
Mayor Ed Beasley
Charlie Johnson, Councilman 
Kip Smith, Councilman
Kathy Smyth, Councilwoman 
Elliott Jones, Councilman 
	Margie Gomillion, Clerk
	Mike Jones, Attorney 
	Michelle Royals, Engineer
	William Neal, Building Inspector
Mike Johnson, Chief

	Absent:
Eddie Billings, Councilman

	
	Mayor Beasley called the meeting to order. The mayor called on Charlie Johnson to lead the pledge of allegiance to the flag and Mike Jones to say a prayer.

The mayor called for the approval of the minutes of November 25, 2019. Councilman Jones made a motion to approve the minutes as written. Councilman Smith seconded the motion and the vote was unanimously approved. 

Mayor Beasley stated the annual employee meeting and dinner is tonight at 6:00 p.m. at Preston’s.

The mayor reported Mr. S. W. “Jack” Jackson’s resolution was presented to him this afternoon and thanked everyone who was able to attend.

	Mayor Beasley called on Engineer Royals’ departmental reports.  Ms. Royals reported routine work was performed in all departments. Ms. Royals stated the Oxford building will have a renter in place by January 1st.  SMART is asking to pay $2,000 a month for a three year term. Ms. Royals is negotiating a contract and will bring back to the council once everything is agreed upon. 

	The mayor called on the city clerk for the administrative report. Routine work was performed.

	
	Mayor Beasley stated everyone had a copy of the chief’s report. The police department was very busy with the Christmas Parade. 

	The mayor reported the city received final approval on two ADECA grants. One was awarded to the Electric Board for $25,000 for street lights and the other was awarded to the Water Board for $30,000 for aerators at the lagoon. Mayor Beasley stated he signed the final paperwork last week.

Mayor Beasley reported the library has been working overtime. The libraries Christmas Sweets & Treats is tomorrow night and since they have been so busy the mayor recommended allowing the library to be closed two additional days at Christmas. The council was in agreement. The library will be closed December 24th through December 27th. The city will be closed Christmas Eve day and Christmas day. 

The mayor reported him along with some of the council and Ms. Royals attended a meeting last Tuesday, December 3rd with PowerSouth. The meeting was to identify potential sites for industrial and commercial development. Mayor Beasley stated they are looking for around 200 acres for a new plan to get more industry in or around our city. The mayor stated they were told the city should be able to hook up electric if they are in our area and probably furnish the sewer and water.

Councilman Smith reminded everyone the Fire Department’s Christmas dinner is Saturday, December 14th at 5:00 p.m., at the Dei Center.

Councilwoman Smyth stated the Christmas parade, tree lighting, music and movie was a great night in downtown Luverne. Everyone seemed to enjoy it. Councilwoman Smyth stated a couple of other cities are looking into not allowing candy to be thrown anymore for safety reasons or maybe throw in only one area. Also, last night the members of the Luverne Band Ensemble and Luverne Methodist Church Choir had their Christmas Cantata and it was absolutely gorgeous. The performance is on YouTube and Facebook.  

Mr. Jones stated he communicated with Sew American after the last council meeting that the council had indicated they were not inclined to modify the lease but would consider trying to help them to find another location. Mr. Gill Sternbach emailed back and would like to come and talk with the council. It will be February 24th before they can come and would like to continue not paying rent until then. After some discussion, the council agreed to keep status quo with no rent until Mr. Sternbach meets with the council on February 24th. 

	Councilman Smith made a motion to adjourn the meeting. Councilman Jones seconded the motion.
 
Meeting was adjourned.
