 COUNCIL MEETING
CITY OF LUVERNE
November 25, 2019

	The City of Luverne Council met in regular session on November 25, 2019 at 5:30 p.m., in the City Hall Building. The following members were present:

	
Mayor Ed Beasley
Charlie Johnson, Councilman 
Kip Smith, Councilman
Kathy Smyth, Councilwoman 5:40
Elliott Jones, Councilman 
Eddie Billings, Councilman
	Margie Gomillion, Clerk
	Mike Jones, Attorney 
	
	Absent:
	Michelle Royals, Engineer
	William Neal, Building Inspector
Mike Johnson, Chief

	
		
	Mayor Beasley called the meeting to order. The mayor called on Elliott Jones to lead the pledge of allegiance to the flag and Eddie Billings to say a prayer.

The mayor called for the approval of the minutes of October 28, 2019. Councilman Jones made a motion to approve the minutes as written. Councilman Johnson seconded the motion and the vote was unanimously approved. The mayor called for the approval of the minutes of November 7, 2019. Councilman Jones made a motion to approve the minutes as written. Councilman Johnson seconded the motion and the vote was unanimously approved.

	Mayor Beasley stated everyone had a copy of Engineer Royals’ departmental reports.  

	The mayor reported there was an Electric Board meeting this afternoon and we are getting things lined up to purchase smart meters. Mayor Beasley stated AMEA can finance the smart meters and let the reimbursement of the fuel adjustment pay back the money. The mayor reported he and Michelle are working on another ADECA grant.

 	Mayor Beasley called on the city clerk for the administrative report. Routine work was performed. The clerk reported the Crenshaw Chamber of Commerce Annual Christmas parade and tree lighting is Saturday, December 7th. The parade begins at 5:30 p.m. The library is having the Christmas Sweets and Treats on Tuesday, December 10th from 6 – 8 p.m. and tickets are $10.  The Friendliest City Homecoming Christmas Show will be Thursday, December 12th at the LUMC Dei Center.
	The mayor reported everything is going good at the library. The new cabinets are in and are beautiful. The front entrance and bathroom have been upgraded with new tile and are very pretty.

	Mayor Beasley stated Congressman Bradley Byrnes who is running for US Senate was in town today. We attended the Rotary Club where Mr. Byrnes spoke and then he went to the John D. Harrison Cultural Center for anyone who wanted to visit. 

	The mayor presented the council with Resolution 112519 for the Luverne Youth Football. Councilman Smith made a motion to adopt Resolution 112519 for the Luverne Youth Football. Councilman Johnson seconded the motion and all was in favor. The resolution is as follows:

RESOLUTION 112519

WHEREAS, the Luverne Youth Football League has the goal to give boys and girls ages 5 through 12 a physical outlet through the game of football and to instill a spirit of teamwork, sportsmanship, and the desire to succeed; and
WHEREAS, the 2019 Luverne Mighty Mites and Termites both finished the regular season undefeated with 10 wins and 0 loss; and
WHEREAS, the 2019 Luverne Mighty Mites and Termites were both named Crenshaw County Season Champions by the South Central Youth Football League; and
WHEREAS, the 2019 Luverne Mighty Mites were named the Veteran’s Day Classic Champions by beating Pike County and 2019 Luverne Termites were named the Veteran’s Day Classic Champions by beating Goshen; and
WHEREAS, the Mayor and City Council wish to send their congratulations to the 2019 Luverne Youth Football League;
NOW,THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, that the Mayor and City Council of the City of Luverne do send their congratulations and appreciation to the 2019 Luverne Youth Football League and their coaching staff for their hard work and dedication during the 2019 season and for the manner in which they represented the citizens of  the City of Luverne. 

DONE this 25th day of November, 2019.

Mayor Beasley discussed the Sew American lease and recommended to not modify the lease and find them a smaller building to relocate due to only having an outlet store now. After further discussion, Councilman Jones made a motion to not modify the lease with Sew American. Councilman Smith seconded the motion and the vote was unanimously approved.

	The mayor stated the Crenshaw County Board of Education would like to offer an extension for the upcoming (2019-2020) school year on the contract for the City of Luverne providing a School Resource Officer (SRO) for Luverne School. This contract will be with the same prices, terms and conditions. Councilman Jones made a motion to renew the contract with the Crenshaw County Board of Education for the upcoming (2019-2020) school year on the contract for the City of Luverne providing a School Resource Officer (SRO) for Luverne School. Councilman Johnson seconded the motion and all was in favor.

	Mayor Beasley stated the Friendliest City Homecoming Christmas Show last year was a success and the city had donated $1,000 to the Chamber of Commerce. After some discussion, Councilman Smith made a motion to donate $1,000 to the Chamber of Commerce again this year for the Friendliest City Homecoming Christmas Show. Councilman Johnson seconded the motion and the vote was unanimously approved.

	Councilman Smith reported the LVFD were notified by ISO the Fire Protection Classification would be changed to a Class 4. The new classification will result in a savings for property owners who renew their insurance after 10/28/19. Councilman Smith discussed truck #2 having a pump rebuilt costing $16,660, need to replace a roll up door costing approximately $5,000 and $10,000 of turn out gear ordered all at one time. 

	The mayor stated the annual employee meeting and dinner will be Monday, December 9th at 6:00 p.m. at Preston’s. 

	Mayor Beasley presented the council with a request from the Crenshaw County Chamber of Commerce to hold the annual Crenshaw County Chamber of Commerce Christmas Parade on Saturday, December 7, 2019 beginning at 5:30 p.m. Councilman Billings made a motion to approve the request from the Crenshaw County Chamber of Commerce to hold the annual Crenshaw County Chamber of Commerce Christmas Parade on Saturday, December 7, 2019 beginning at 5:30 p.m. Councilwoman Smyth seconded the motion and all was in favor. Councilwoman Smyth stated there will also be a children’s movie in the courtyard that night after the parade with popcorn and hot chocolate.

The mayor requested the council go into executive session to discuss potential litigation. Councilman Smith made a motion to go into executive session. Councilman Jones seconded the motion and all was in favor. The council went into executive session at 5:53 p.m. Councilman Jones made a motion to come out of executive session. Councilman Billings seconded the motion and the vote was unanimously approved. The council came out of executive session at 6:01 p.m.

Councilman Jones made a motion to approve Resolution 112519(b) giving the mayor the authority to sign anything necessary for a one million dollar line of credit and pledge $500,000 of reserve as collateral for the Crenshaw County Healthcare Authority. Councilman Smith seconded the motion and the vote was unanimously approved. The resolution is as follows:



RESOLUTION 112519(b) 


RESOLVED, that the City Council does hereby authorize the Mayor of the City of Luverne to take any and all action necessary to guarantee a line of credit with First Citizens Bank up to One Million Dollars for the Crenshaw County Healthcare Authority;

RESOLVED FURTHER, that the Mayor is authorized to pledge up to Five Hundred Thousand Dollars of the reserves of the City of Luverne as collateral for the line of credit;

RESOLVED FURTHER, that the Mayor is authorized to structure the City’s guarantee of said line of credit so that the same is used efficiently and effectively for the Crenshaw Community Hospital;

RESOLVED FURTHER, that the Mayor is authorized to do any and all things necessary to accomplish the same and to execute any and all documents that may be required to do so.


DONE this 25th day of November, 2019.

	
[bookmark: _GoBack]Councilman Johnson discussed attending a meeting with the Luverne Journal promoting advertising. Ms. Chloe Langston with the Luverne Journal would like to come to a meeting to see if the city is interested in doing advertising for an incentive to help maximize traffic to come through the City of Luverne instead of taking other routes going south. The council was in agreement to allow Ms. Langston to be put on the agenda in January. 

	Mayor Beasley presented the council with Resolution 012519(a) honoring Ms. Irene Hill who passed away November 24, 2019. Councilman Billings made a motion to adopt Resolution 012519(a) honoring Ms. Irene Hill. Councilman Smith seconded the motion and all was in favor. The resolution is as follows:



RESOLUTION 012519(a)

WHEREAS, Irene Coleman Hill was a lifelong citizen of the City of Luverne; and 
WHEREAS, Irene Coleman Hill attended the Crenshaw County Training School in the City of Luverne; and
WHEREAS, she was a retired school teacher and positively affected the lives of many students; and
WHEREAS, she was civic minded and actively involved in District One of the City of Luverne; and
WHEREAS, she will be sorely missed by her fellow citizens; 
THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, by the Mayor and the City Council of the City of Luverne that they do extend their sincerest sympathies to the family of Irene Coleman Hill; and
RESOLVED FURTHER, that the family of Irene Coleman Hill be provided with a copy of this resolution and that a copy of the same be spread upon the minutes of this body.

DONE this 25th day of November, 2019. 

	Councilman Billings stated he would like to congratulate both of the schools that reside within our city limits for a fine football season. Both schools ended the season undefeated until the playoffs. Councilman Billings stated both Luverne High School and Crenshaw Christian Academy had an excellent season. Councilman Billings stated he would also like to commend everyone in our town but especially Councilwoman Smyth for the unique decorations that are put out for Christmas.

	Councilman Billings made a motion to adjourn the meeting. Councilman Jones seconded the motion.
 
Meeting was adjourned.
