 COUNCIL MEETING
CITY OF LUVERNE
September 23, 2019

	The City of Luverne Council met in regular session on September 23, 2019 at 5:30 p.m., in the City Hall Building. The following members were present:

	
Mayor Ed Beasley
Charlie Johnson, Councilman 
Kip Smith, Councilman
Kathy Smyth, Councilwoman
Elliott Jones, Councilman 
	Margie Gomillion, Clerk
	Mike Jones, Attorney
	Michelle Royals, Engineer
	William Neal, Building Inspector
	Mike Johnson, Chief
	Matt Hutcheson, Editor
	
	Absent:
Eddie Billings, Councilman

	Visitors:
	Lynn Martin 
	Kim Kent
	
		
	Mayor Beasley called the meeting to order. The mayor called on Michelle Royals to lead the pledge of allegiance to the flag and Mike Jones to say a prayer.

The mayor called for the approval of the minutes of September 9, 2019. Councilman Jones made a motion to approve the minutes as written. Councilwoman Smyth seconded the motion and the vote was unanimously approved.

Mayor Beasley discussed the county increasing the rate for the use of the Crenshaw County landfill from $10,000 to $18,000 a year. The mayor stated he tried negotiating and the agreement is the city will pay $18,000 for two years and if the volume from the city drops so will the tipping fee. Mayor Beasley stated he got with Ms. Royals and the city crew did some clearing at the lagoon property. The plans are to take all the wood products to the lagoon property. Ms. Royals stated the city pays the county an annual fee for unlimited dumping. Ms. Royals stated she has tried to get a burn permit but ADEM will not allow that material to be burned so we are trying to do as much chipping as possible. The city has been consolidating trips to the landfill by going from five days a week to three days a week. 

	The mayor called on Engineer Royals’ departmental reports.  Ms. Royals reported routine work was performed in all departments. Ms. Royals stated the resurfacing of the Turner Park walking trail has been completed. We are looking into doing a change order to add five benches, umbrella shades and trash receptacles all around with the money that was left in the grant. Ms. Royals reported the western portion of the CDBG project is underway. The western portion should be complete this week with the waterline portion. The crew will be moving in today or tomorrow to start the eastern water lateral phase. 

 	Mayor Beasley called on the city clerk for the administrative report. Routine work was performed. 

	The mayor reported the contractors are on site at the Verizon tower lot. Mr. Neal got the site bush hogged and cleaned up. 

Mayor Beasley called on the chief for his report. The chief reported there was a robbery at the Tom Thumb Thursday morning. There have been several leads but have made no arrest yet. We host Brantley Friday night in football and are expecting a large crowd.  The police department had 570 calls of service since the last meeting including building checks. The department made over 29 traffic stops, wrote 8 citations and over 21 warnings. There were 14 misdemeanor arrests and 2 felony arrest. There have been 3 animal control calls.

 The mayor reported the library has been very busy. There was a book signing Friday for Mr. Tommy Sipper that went really well. The kitchen at the library is being remodeled. 

Mr. Neal stated everyone has a copy of his report. 

Mayor Beasley reported Mr. Wiley Lott with SEAGD said we would do a photo op with the checks that the city and Crenshaw County Economic & Industrial Development Board received at a later date.
	
The mayor advised Mrs. J.O. Ross, Assistant Principal of Luverne School requested a homecoming parade permit for October 18, 2019 at 11:45 a.m. Councilwoman Smyth made a motion to approve the parade permit. Councilman Jones seconded the motion. The vote was as follows:

Yea:	Kathy Smyth		Abstained:	Kip Smith
	Charlie Johnson
	Elliott Jones

The motion carried.
 
	Mayor Beasley called on Lynn Martin with Animal Tails Rescue to speak. Ms. Martin stated that Animal Tails Rescue no longer gets reimbursed when they send dogs off to other rescue shelters and they need more help. The veterinarian cost of one dog if they are not heart worm positive is $150 per dog. The veterinarian cost is covered by either funds received from the city, county or fundraisers. Ms. Martin stated at this time the city is allowing $200 a month for utilities but would like an unlimited amount. The city is also donating $300 a month but requested $800 a month.  After some discussion, the mayor asked them to put a request in writing of what they need and drop it off at city hall in the next couple of days.  The mayor stated the council will come up with something by the next meeting. 

The mayor stated the council had a copy of the proposed 2019-20 budget in their packet. The mayor turned it over to Ms. Royals. Ms. Royals stated the Budget Committee went line by line on the budget. Ms. Royals asked the council if they had any questions about the proposed budget. Mr. Jones stated in his opinion Ms. Royals did an excellent job on preparing the budget and recommended approving the budget.  Councilman Jones made a motion to approve the 2019-20 budget as presented. Councilman Smith seconded the motion and the motion was unanimously approved.

Ms. Royals stated the Water Board met and recommended the council approve the proposed 2019-20 Water Board budget. Councilman Jones made a motion to approve the 2019-20 Water Board budget. Councilwoman Smyth seconded the motion and all was in favor.

Ms. Royals stated the Electric Board met and recommended the council approve the proposed 2019-20 Electric Board budget. Councilman Jones made a motion to approve the 2019-20 Electric Board budget. Councilwoman Johnson seconded the motion and the motion was unanimously approved.

[bookmark: _GoBack]Councilwoman Smyth she stated wanted everyone to know last week was the final week of the Bicentennial Exhibit. The upcoming Crenshaw County Bicentennial Makers Market & Celebration is Saturday, October 12th with meal, music, and movie. The ticket for the meal is $10.

	Councilman Jones made a motion to adjourn the meeting. Councilman Smith seconded the motion.
 
Meeting was adjourned.


