 COUNCIL MEETING
CITY OF LUVERNE
September 9, 2019

	The City of Luverne Council met in regular session on September 9, 2019 at 5:30 p.m., in the City Hall Building. The following members were present:

	
Mayor Ed Beasley
Charlie Johnson, Councilman 
Kathy Smyth, Councilwoman
Elliott Jones, Councilman 
Eddie Billings, Councilman
	Margie Gomillion, Clerk
	Mike Jones, Attorney
	Michelle Royals, Engineer
	William Neal, Building Inspector
	Matt Hutcheson, Editor
	
	Absent:
Kip Smith, Councilman 


	Visitors:
	Esther Harrison
	
		
	Mayor Beasley called the meeting to order. The mayor called on Charlie Johnson to lead the pledge of allegiance to the flag and Eddie Billings to say a prayer.

The mayor called for the approval of the minutes of August 26, 2019. Councilman Billings made a motion to approve the minutes as written. Councilman Johnson seconded the motion and the vote was unanimously approved.

	The mayor called on Engineer Royals’ departmental reports.  Ms. Royals discussed the request to purchase the Ice Cream Shop building by Denny Strickland in the amount of $35,000. Mr. Strickland has agreed to maintain the existing rental agreement with Mr. Dowdy and perform much needed repairs on the building. After further discussion, Councilman Jones made a motion to sell the Ice Cream Shop building to Denny Strickland in the amount of $35,000 and give the mayor the authority to execute anything that needs to be done to take care of the sell. Councilman Johnson seconded the motion and the vote was unanimously approved. Ms. Royals reported the city received a signed lease and a check on the new hangar at the airport. Pioneer Air Transportation is ready to start helicopter refueling operations. We have a few minor things to work out but are ready to proceed with business in the new hangar. Ms. Royals passed out photos of bad utility poles so the council could see what the guys have been doing today. Ms. Royals stated there will be a Budget Committee meeting tomorrow and will bring back a budget to approve at the next council meeting. 
 
Mayor Beasley called on the city clerk for the administrative report. Routine work was performed. 

The mayor stated everyone has a copy of the chief’s report.  The police department had 536 calls of service since the last meeting including building checks. The department made over 49 traffic stops, wrote 40 citations and over 9 warnings. There were 10 misdemeanor arrests and 1 felony arrest. Patrol has been active in the high complaint areas and has been very productive. If any councilmember has a problem in your district contact the chief. There have been 4 animal control calls.

Councilman Johnson reported the walking trail at the park has been completed and looks really good.  There will be a park board meeting this Thursday at 6 p.m. for anyone who would like to attend.

Mayor Beasley stated that he appreciated Ms. Royals working on the airport project for the lease of the new hanger.

 Mayor Beasley reported the library has been very busy. They have some good programs going on and the children really enjoy them. 

Mr. Neal stated everyone has a copy of his report. Mr. Neal reported the LVFD has been running a lot of wrecks in the city but none were serious in nature. Mr. Neal reported the property on W. 11th Street is being cleaned up. Mr. Neal stated he is working on a couple of more locations that need to be cleaned up. The property on Jeffcoat Street that was fined has not paid any of the fines and has not cleaned up. Mr. Neal discussed a sweet shop and a sandwich/soup deli that are planning to open in Luverne.

The mayor reported the city received two checks from SEAGD for $5,500 each. One check is for the city and the other is for Crenshaw County Economic & Industrial Development Board for community enhancement. Mayor Beasley stated a memo will go out on the next utility bill asking all solid waste customers to please turn the handles on the trash can toward the road. This will help save time for the guys working on the garbage trucks. 
	
	Ms. Royals stated Jimmy Black with SEAGD contacted me last week asking for permission to do a community project. Their idea is to do some landscaping at the city’s welcome signs on 331 at SMART and on Hwy 29. There was concern of additional maintenance for the city. Ms. Royals stated they would be open for other options if the city has any other ideas. They are looking to spend about $15,000. The council discussed maybe gazebos at Turner Park. Councilman Jones made a motion to table this discussion to get more information. Councilwoman Smyth seconded the motion and all was in favor.

	Councilman Johnson discussed the water department promptly fixing bad water leaks on 9th Street and S. Woodford Ave. 

	Councilman Billings stated both high schools appreciate the ambulance service and even this past week the fire/rescue going to the different home football games to make sure the kids are safe. It’s a service the schools has to have and they don’t necessarily have to provide. 

	Councilman Billings made a motion to adjourn the meeting. Councilman Jones seconded the motion.
 
Meeting was adjourned.
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