 COUNCIL MEETING
CITY OF LUVERNE
August 26, 2019

	The City of Luverne Council met in regular session on August 26, 2019 at 5:30 p.m., in the City Hall Building. The following members were present:

	
Mayor Ed Beasley
Charlie Johnson, Councilman 
Kip Smith, Councilman 
Kathy Smyth, Councilwoman
Elliott Jones, Councilman 
Eddie Billings, Councilman
	Margie Gomillion, Clerk
	Mike Jones, Attorney
	Michelle Royals, Engineer
	William Neal, Building Inspector
	

	Visitors:
	Randy Rogers
	Beth Rogers
	
		
	Mayor Beasley called the meeting to order. The mayor called on Elliott Jones to lead the pledge of allegiance to the flag and Randy Rogers to say a prayer.

The mayor called for the approval of the minutes of August 12, 2019. Councilman Billings made a motion to approve the minutes as written. Councilman Jones seconded the motion and the vote was unanimously approved.

Councilman Johnson asked for an update on the meeting Ms. Royals had with Jackson Thornton concerning cyber security. Ms. Royals reported she met with a group from Jackson Thornton and AMEA representatives last Friday. They did a scan of every computer in all departments to gather data. This data will be analyzed and compiled into a report to find our weaknesses. Ms. Royals stated it will probably be a few weeks before we get the report.

Mayor Beasley asked about the status of Kevin Bowen’s mural project. Councilman Jones reported Mrs. Bowen came by his office to inquire about what they need to do. Councilman Jones contacted the city attorney to see what information they needed to get to the council and relayed it back to Mrs. Bowen. Once the Bowens have all their information together they will get the information back to the council.

	The mayor called on Engineer Royals’ departmental reports.  Ms. Royals stated that routine work was performed. Ms. Royals reported the resurfacing for the walking trail is under way. We did not get started as soon as we wanted so we had to extend the closure an extra week. They hope to be finished by Thursday and will reopen the park Friday if all goes well with the weather. The gate was installed that was donated by the SMART plant to keep people completely out of the park. After our last meeting Well #1 motor burned up. The motor was sent off to see how much the damage was and it came back at approximately $5,600 to repair. A new motor was approximately $7,900 so we will be purchasing a new one. We are going to do some new rewiring to the power coming into the well at the same time to hopefully prevent this from happening again.  We also had one of the wastewater pumps to burn up and is in the shop to be repaired. The checkerboard tank telemetry was down but has been repaired. With so many things being down the demos that were supposed to be installed for the telemetry system has been delayed. Ms. Royals stated when all the repairs have been made she will contact the vendor to come install the demos for the telemetry system. Councilman Smith stated the lagoon looks really good from all the cleanup that has been done.
 
Mayor Beasley called on the city clerk for the administrative report. Routine work was performed. The clerk stated the city will participate in the Treats on Us Thursday, October 31st from 5:30 p.m. to 7:00 p.m. at the Pepsi pavilion. 

The mayor stated everyone has a copy of the chief’s report.  The police department had 543 calls of service since the last meeting including building checks. The department made over 17 traffic stops, wrote 4 citations and over 13 warnings. There were 8 misdemeanor arrests and 1 felony arrests. Patrol has been active in the high complaint areas and has been very productive. If any councilmember has a problem in your district contact the chief.

 Mayor Beasley reported the library has been very busy and productive with the summer program. 

Engineer Royals reported we received applications and posters for the AMEA scholarship this week. Ms. Royals stated she took the applications and posters to Luverne High School, CCA and LBW. A poster was also posted at the library. Any high school student graduating in the spring of 2020 and their parent and/or legal guardian has electric service with an AMEA Member utility are eligible to receive a scholarship. This information has been posted on the city’s website and a note was put on the utility bills that will go out this week.

Mr. Neal stated everyone has a copy of his report. Mr. Neal stated he received an email pertaining to FEMA’s new grant platform. Mr. Neal stated he and Councilman Jones are having a live webinar this Thursday at 1:00 p.m. with FEMA to go over the new platform. Mr. Neal stated he wrote a letter requested by Hall Properties concerning the Fire Department for renovations of their apartments. Mr. Neal discussed meeting with Fire Marshall Chuck Gorey concerning sprinkler system requirements for the old Slacks Factory. 

	Mr. Jones discussed property Lomax Byrd bought a few years ago including a building and vacant property located at the Luverne Industrial Park. Mr. Byrd has sold part of it and wants to sell the other part. The city has the first right or refusal to buy it back. It is a little over 6 acres and to buy it back would be $25,600 to put it back in the city’s control. After some discussion, Councilman Jones made a motion to purchase the 6 acres at $25,600 from Lomax Byrd and give the mayor the authority to sign all the documents. Councilman Billings seconded the motion and all was in favor.

	The mayor presented the council with Resolution No. 082619 Adopting Transportation Plan Pursuant to the Rebuild Alabama Act. Councilman Billings made a motion to adopt Resolution No. 082619 Adopting Transportation Plan Pursuant to the Rebuild Alabama Act. Councilman Jones seconded the motion and the vote was unanimously approved. The resolution is as follows:

RESOLUTION NO. 082619
Resolution Adopting Transportation Plan Pursuant
to the Rebuild Alabama Act

WHEREAS, the Alabama legislature in Act. No. 2019-2 adopted the Rebuild Alabama Act;

WHEREAS, the Rebuild Alabama Act provides for an allocation among the municipalities  of the state on the basis of the ratio of population of each municipality to the total  population  of all municipalities of the state a portion  of the additional taxes levied   under   the Act to be used for transportation infrastructure, improvement, preservation and maintenance;

WHEREAS, the Act provides that the municipal governing body of the City of Luverne shall adopt an annual Transportation Plan no later than August 31 which shall provide a detailed list of projects for which expenditures are intended to be made in the next fiscal year and shall be based upon an estimate of the revenues anticipated from the fund in which the additional revenue is deposited during the next fiscal year; and

WHEREAS, the Act further provides that any such funds shall be used only for the maintenance, improvement, replacement, and construction of roads and bridges maintained by the City of Luverne and such other uses as are defined in the Act.

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, by the City Council of the City of Luverne as follows:


1. The City Council of the City of Luverne hereby passes this Resolution as its Transportation Plan submitted in compliance with the Rebuild Act, Act No. 2019-2.

2. Pursuant to the Act, the City Council of the City of Luverne estimates that its anticipated allocation from the Rebuild Alabama Act fund for the first fiscal year will be approximately 19,539.90, with increasing allocations for each fiscal year thereafter.

3. Pursuant to the Act, the City anticipates expending funds received pursuant to the Act, in part or in whole, to fund any of the following listed projects:


· Resurface West Sixth Street from First Avenue to Franklin Avenue

4. The City Clerk is hereby authorized and instructed to post a copy of this Resolution as its Transportation Plan in a conspicuous place at the County Courthouse, the County Commission Office, the County Highway Department, the City Municipal Hall, and also on the website of the City of Luverne.


5. The City Clerk is hereby authorized and directed to establish a separate fund maintained by the City of Luverne for receipt and deposit of funds received pursuant to the Act, the proceeds of which shall be expended solely for the maintenance, improvement, replacement and construction of roads and bridges maintained by the City and such other uses as are authorized by the Act.

[bookmark: _GoBack]
ADOPTED this 26th day of August, 2019.


	Mayor Beasley called on Mr. and Mrs. Randy Rogers to speak. Mr. Rogers discussed having a nonalcoholic New Year’s Eve Possum Drop at the pavilion next to the Living Water Coffee House. Mrs. Rogers stated they could have the possum drop in the Town of Rutledge but would like to have it in Luverne. After some discussion, Councilman Billings made a motion to approve the New Year’s Eve Possum Drop. Councilman Jones seconded the motion and all was in favor. 

	Mr. Jones stated the hangar lease for Alabama Plane and Painting has expired and they would like to renew their lease for another year. Councilwoman Smyth made a motion to renew Alabama Plane and Painting’s lease for another year. Councilman Billings seconded the motion and the vote was unanimously approved. 

	Councilwoman Smyth reported there have been numerous questions about the vertical banner that was removed on the second block downtown. Councilwoman Smyth stated the Alabama Bicentennial exhibit reception will be Thursday from 4-6 p.m. at the Harrison Cultural Center.

	Councilman Billings made a motion to adjourn the meeting. Councilman Smith seconded the motion.
 
Meeting was adjourned.


