COUNCIL MEETING
CITY OF LUVERNE
July 8, 2019

	The City of Luverne Council met in regular session on July 8, 2019 at 5:30 p.m., in the City Hall Building. The following members were present:

	
Mayor Ed Beasley
Charlie Johnson, Councilman 
Kip Smith, Councilman 
Kathy Smyth, Councilwoman
Elliott Jones, Councilman
Eddie Billings, Councilman
	Margie Gomillion, Clerk
	Mike Jones, Attorney
	Michelle Royals, Engineer
	William Neal, Building Inspector
	Matt Hutcheson, Editor

	
		
	Mayor Beasley called the meeting to order. The mayor called on William Neal to lead the pledge of allegiance to the flag and Charlie Johnson to say a prayer.

The mayor called for the approval of the minutes of June 24, 2019. Councilman Billings made a motion to approve the minutes as written. Councilman Jones seconded the motion and the vote was unanimously approved.

Mayor Beasley called on Councilwoman Smyth to speak. Councilwoman Smyth stated the Rotary Club would like to purchase and donate 12 metal benches to place throughout the downtown area. If benches are not needed on a certain block they could be used at Douglas Park or Turner Park. Councilwoman Smyth stated she has gotten a positive response from most of the merchants with only a few merchants who have politely declined. After further discussion, Councilman Jones made a motion to accept the donation from the Rotary Club for the metal benches. Councilman Smith seconded the motion and all was in favor.

	The mayor called on Engineer Royals’ departmental reports.  Ms. Royals stated that routine work was performed and everything was in her report.

Mayor Beasley called on the city clerk for the administrative report. Routine work was performed. 

The mayor stated everyone has a copy of the chief’s report.  The police department had 576 calls of service since the last meeting including building checks. The department made over 97 traffic stops, wrote 52 citations and over 45 warnings. There were 7 misdemeanor arrests and 2 felony arrests. There were 3 animal control calls.

Councilman Johnson reported Engineer Royals is overseeing the walking trail. Ms. Royals reported the city started edging today so when the contractor comes in there will be a straight edge with no grass growing on the existing asphalt. The contractor is expected to be here within the next 60 days. Councilman Johnson stated the fishing at the lake is great. The park board wants to do a project at the lake. There was discussion if there were any grants that the city would be eligible for to help with projects at the lake since the state owns it. Councilman Johnson stated there will be a park board meeting tomorrow night at 6 p.m. if anyone would like to attend. The park is being maintained. There will be another program when schools starts back.

Mayor Beasley reported the library got new flooring in the work area and kitchen.

Mr. Neal reported the new Bauer Breathing Air Compressor is in at the fire department. Next week the ISO inspection is scheduled. Mr. Neal stated he submitted a grant application to JMCM Consulting requesting $270,000 for a new pumper tanker unit. Mr. Neal stated he has issued a summons to clean up a property and followed up on some complaints. Councilman Smith stated the Luverne Fire Department has a class 5 fire rating and has a good chance of dropping to a 4. A lot of insurance companies are stopping to recognize fire ratings.

	 The mayor called on Robyn Snellgrove to speak. Mrs. Snellgrove reported SMART has applied for a tax abatement to do a $34,000,000 expansion to install a new production line to produce stamped metal parts and components to Hyundai for its new model Elantra vehicle. Mrs. Snellgrove passed out a copy of the application, what they are needing, what they are doing with the money they are investing and a break down on the taxes. The CCEIDA will meet tomorrow night at 5:30 p.m. to vote on it.

	Councilman Jones stated he wanted to follow up on the vehicle needed for Mr. Neal. Mayor Beasley stated Engineer Royals is looking for one.

[bookmark: _GoBack]	Councilwoman Smyth stated the July 4th fireworks were festive and she really enjoyed them.
	
Councilman Smith made a motion to adjourn the meeting. Councilwoman Smyth seconded the motion.
 
Meeting was adjourned.


