COUNCIL MEETING
CITY OF LUVERNE
May 13, 2019

	The City of Luverne Council met in regular session on May 13, 2019 at 5:30 p.m., in the City Hall Building. The following members were present:

	
Mayor Pro-tem Charlie Johnson 
Kip Smith, Councilman 
Kathy Smyth, Councilwoman
Elliott Jones, Councilman
Eddie Billings, Councilman
	Margie Gomillion, Clerk
	Mike Jones, Attorney
	Michelle Royals, Engineer
	William Neal, Building Inspector
	Mike Johnson, Chief

	Absent:
Mayor Ed Beasley

		
	Mayor Pro-tem called the meeting to order with the pledge of allegiance to the flag and a prayer. The Mayor Pro-tem called for the approval of the minutes of April 22, 2019.  Councilman Billings made a motion to approve the minutes as written. Councilman Smith seconded the motion and the vote was unanimously approved.

	Mayor Pro-tem called on Engineer Royals to speak. Ms. Royals stated she spoke with E911 Director Scott Strickland about the address issue at Oakwood Drive. Ms. Royals stated Mr. Strickland said he would be glad to bring a recommendation back to the council for the re-numbering of the Oakwood Apartments and the street in the middle of the apartments that needs to be named. The council was in agreement. Engineer Royals stated she would contact Mr. Strickland to ask him to bring his recommendation to the council.

The mayor pro-tem called on Engineer Royals’ departmental reports.  Ms. Royals reported the street department started cutting out the walking trail last week and will put down asphalt this week. The rubberized surface will go out for bid next week. The pipes are in at the lagoon so now there is access to the gun range. The electric department is in the middle of a substantial substation upgrade. The transformers will be painted Wednesday, therefore, Woodford Ave will be closed from W. 3rd Street to W. 6th Street. There will be a pre-bid Wednesday on the CDBG water lateral replacement and then bid opening next week. ALDOT contractors started milling US Hwy 331 North last week and started paving today.

Mayor Pro-tem called on the city clerk for the administrative report. Routine work was performed. The clerk stated the next council meeting would be on Memorial Day. The council agreed to cancel the meeting due to the holiday and only meet if an emergency arises.

The mayor pro-tem stated everyone has a copy of the chief’s report.  The chief reported he got a gas key for the fire department to purchase high octane fuel for the small engines as requested by Councilman Smith. Engineer Royals stated the same thing had to be done for the park for their lawnmowers. The chief stated the police department received the grant reimbursement in the amount of $24,000 from ADECA for the computer equipment purchased. 

Mayor Pro-tem reported everything is running smooth at the park. The lake is doing well with a lot of fishing. Councilman Billings stated, on behalf of the Luverne Rotary, he would like to thank the city for allowing them to continue to do the fishing rodeo at the lake. Every year there is one for the honor students and also one for children with disabilities. 

Engineer Royals stated the new tenants still plan to sign the contract and lease the airport hangar.

Councilwoman Smyth reported the library’s new floor was put in this week. 

Councilman Smith reported the fire department put in a bid for purchasing a new SCBA breathing air compressor. 

Mayor Pro-tem called on Mr. Neal for his report. Mr. Neal stated the resident on S. Hawkins has fully complied with cleaning up her property. The resident on Jeffcoat Street made a halfway cleanup but still has more to do. Mr. Neal stated there is a lot of building going on in the city and more being planned.

The chief stated the contractor working at Subway has asked for an officer to be there in the morning at 5:00 a.m. while they are pouring concrete out to the highway. After some discussion, Councilman Smith made a motion to allow an officer to assist the contractors while the concrete is being poured at the new Subway location at no charge for the officer. Councilman Billings seconded the motion and all was in favor.

[bookmark: _GoBack]Mayor Pro-tem stated the council has a request from the Family Dollar Stores of Alabama LLC. The request is an application from the State of Alabama for off-premise retail beer & wine. Councilman Smith made a motion to approve the application for 050 – Retail Beer (off-premise only) and 070 Retail Table Wine (off-premise only) for trade name Family Dollar Store 22474, located at 822 South Forest Avenue. Councilman Billings seconded the motion and all was in favor.

	Mayor Pro-tem stated according to Section 40-3-2 Code of Alabama 1975, requires that the governing body of the largest municipality in each county shall nominate three persons for consideration in the selection of a County Board of Equalization. One member of the Board of Equalization is to be chosen from the list submitted by our municipality. The mayor pro-tem stated three names that have been mentioned to him are: Robert Williams, Steve Sanders and Don Nix. After some discussion, Councilman Jones made a motion to nominate Randy Mahone for consideration in the selection of a County Board of Equalization. Councilman Smith seconded the motion and the vote was unanimous.	Councilman Smith made a motion to nominate Robert Williams for consideration in the selection of a County Board of Equalization. Councilman Billings seconded the motion and the vote was unanimous. Councilwoman Smyth made a motion to nominate Allen Phillips for consideration in the selection of a County Board of Equalization.  Councilman Jones seconded the motion and the vote was unanimous.

	Councilwoman Smyth presented maps to the council with areas that are in the opportunity zones for Crenshaw County. Councilwoman Smyth referred any questions or comments to Robyn Snellgrove with the Economic Development Authority. Councilwoman Smyth stated she would like to thank the city crew and Engineer Royals for the assistance with the Don’t Litter On Luverne Bicentennial Clean Up last Saturday. There are four new trash cans around town that were purchased with the Bicentennial grant money. The Eric Dusenbery exhibit and reception was last week. The exhibit is open every day through the month of May from 9-4 except for Sundays. Councilwoman Smyth reported she stood in for the mayor today to read a proclamation at the nursing home for National Skilled Nursing Week.

	Councilman Billings made a motion to adjourn the meeting. Councilwoman Smyth seconded the motion.
 
Meeting was adjourned.

